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Faith United Church of Christ
5992 Route 378
Center Valley, PA 18034
610-282-3939
ContactUs@faithchurchucc.org
www.faithchurchucc.org

We are a people who have come together througmenmmn faith,
a common love, and a common covenant with thedr{biod;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and together we ende#o be a
community of worship, education, mission, fellowshnd stewardship.

Thank you to the newsletter crew for their help in
mailing the newsletters this month - LaVerna Diehl,

A\
% Dennis Frantz, and Evelyn Hovis.
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A ANOTE FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Friends,

Christmas recalls the story of travelers propédtigdne unhurried
rhythm of their animals:

We three kings of Orient are

Bearing gifts we traverse afar,

Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.

Why did these wisemen undertake such a journey?

A tall astronomer, advisor to the Persian kingirgym from his mid-
night vigil in the palace courtyard. "Casper, cbrheok along the rod I've
sighted toward the constellation of the Jews." pgapeers into the black-
ness. "Do you see it? That brilliant star is nemight! It must signify the
birth of a mighty king."

A soft whistle escapes him as he spots it. "Thtast' He's talking
rapidly now. "lI've read ancient Hebrew scriptusch tell of this ruler's
star." Standing, he announces, "We must see Wmmust go!"

Traversing the caravan routes of Persia, Babylod,Syria for 1,200
miles, they ford broad rivers, pass ancient cittesss barren deserts. Three
months they trek westward, day after day, guideddining but a star.

Once in Jerusalem they inquire, "Where is he #habrn King of the
Jews? For we have seen his star in the East,rar@ae to worship him."
Worship? So this baby is more than a king!

Now they follow the shining star till it rests ova@isimple Bethlehem
home. At early dawn neighbors gather to watclritttdy robed travelers
dismount. Joseph meets them at the door.



"We've come to see the child, the King." The wreen fall before the
baby, faces to the floor, royal counselors doinghage, worshipping the
Christ child. Outside, their servants unload wergthests from the camels
and set gifts before the King. Heavy fragrancesastkincense and myrrh
mingle to fill the room as one by one the boxesaened.

A touch of the boy-child's tiny fingers, a finahiging look, and the
men rise to go. Camel bells soon fade in the bmekning air.
We, too, travel at Christmas, visiting family ameefids. Yet, like the wise-
men, the most important journey we make thesedahotidays is to draw
nigh Jesus himself with the gift of our hearts.

May the journeys you embark upon this season, atbemwhere they
take you, ultimately bring you back to the stableeve we discover Jesus.

Peace,

Pastor Bruce

2010 Entertainment Books are available through
December 13th from our Senior Choir members.
The price remains the same at $20. Any questions,
contact Jean Rau at 610-865-1448.
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On the World Wide Web at www.pnec.org December 2009

pnec Sharing the Good News!

Penn Northeast Conference of the United Churdbhoist

Relationships More Important than Ever

Margaret Wheatley is an internationally acclaimedes, speaker and re-
searcher. Today she is known as one of the leamganizational consult-
ants in the world.

“Since 1973, Meg has worked with an unusually breagety of organiza-
tions on all continents. Her clients and audiemeege from the head of
the U.S. Army to twelve year old Girl Scouts, fr&@&Os to small town
ministers. This diversity includes large corparai, government agencies,
healthcare institutions, foundations, public scepoblleges, major church
denominations, the armed forces, professional &gsmts, and monaster-
les. All of these organizations are wrestling vatbommon dilemma—
how to maintain their integrity and effectivenesdlzey cope with the re-
lentless upheavals and rapid shifts of these oh#&iates. But there is also
another similarity: A common human desire to liwgdther more harmoni-
ously, more humanely.”h({tp://www.margaretwheatley.com/
popup.bioformal.htn)l

In the 1990s Margaret Wheatley was teaching thag-lange planning is
no longer relevant because the world is changiagytockly. We all know
the experience of buying a brand new laptop conmgatiy, only to dis-
cover that six months from now it is outdated. Nitie loss of long-range
planning, many organizations switched to stratptponing. Strategic
planning is “what if” planning. An organization@mpts to prepare itself
for the future by asking “What if this happens drawif that happens, what
would we do?” However after 9/11, Margaret Wheatéught that



strategic planning is no longer relevant becauséiinat ifs” are beyond
our imagination. Who could have guessed that twmers would be flown
into the World Trade Center?

In 2002, Margaret Wheatley wrote that in todayiselte it is impossible to
prepare for the future through long-range or sgriatplanning. Howeveitt
IS possible to prepare for the future without knavg what it will be. The
primary way to prepare for the unknown is to attetmlthe quality of our
relationships, to how well we know and trust onecadher! (Italicized words
are Margaret Wheatley’s words.)

Someone once said that the entire Bible is sumethiiz these simple two
statements: “You shall love the Lord your God vathyour heart, and with
all your soul and with all your mind.” and “Yoball love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; Matv 22:37-39)

We should be grateful to Margaret Wheatley for redmg us what we as
Christians should have known for a very, very lontge. The way you pre-
pare for an unknown future is to attend to the ityaaf your relationships
with God, with self, and with neighbor.

In this time of economic crisis, war, and acts wéxplainable violence, we
need each other. | pray that in the midst of &lhs uncertainty that your
church is asking relationship questions: How carnele feed the hungry,
the unemployed, and the under-employed? How casugport emotionally
and spiritually those depressed and worried byléss job searches, loved
ones sent to war, and a society in which actsradaoen violence seem to be
more commonplace each and every week? These guestie questions
that lead us to discovering renewed strength ape timrough our relation-
ships with God and with each other!

PENN NORTHEAST CONFERENCE
431 Delaware Avenue
Palmerton, PA 18071-1908
610-826-3113



Happy Holidays from the Mission Committee to alf ou
church family! November was a month packed withk ou
reaches to many and proved to be very succeséfelare
so grateful for everyone’s wonderful support! fi®at to
see when we all give a little, how so much candieexed. It's been very
rewarding to the committee to know you all supploet outreaches we
have become involved with and it's even more rewaytb receive the
little notes of thanks we get from those receivang gifts to know that it
truly is the Lord’s work getting done. We can’t tikaheLinus Plus
group enough for accepting and fulfilling the Appalach@hal-
lenge. Not to mention how their work made the sy look so colorful
and warm throughout November. I'm sure the chdirein Pennsylvania
will have a lasting affect on the people of Appalac when they celebrate
Christmas this year with our next shipment. THANRUWY! When the
New Year arrives we will begin another “drive” telp these peo-
ple. Once again we hope to collect school suppde&eep your eyes
open for any sales!

Operation Christmas Child was such a wonderful project thanks to eve-
ryone’s involvement. We actually tripled the ambwe collected last

year.

I’m sure the Forget-Me-Not’s (shut-ins) will be ygrleased to receive
their boxes of Christmas Cheer and a visit witthedaivery. THANK
YOU!

Pathwayscontinues to be in crisis. Please keep them un poayers and
If possible continue to bring in donations of toikes, cleaning products or
diapers for them.

Also, looking ahead, planning work begins now febFRuary’sFAITH’S
WINTER FESTIVAL . If you'd like to help plan this event contact a
member of mission with your ideas. We hope to nibkeFestival even
better than last year’'s. We hope to have great,fentertainment and
even more Chinese Auctions than last year. We#dheveryone's help to
do this. Volunteer to bake, help that day, maBasket or donate items or
money to help make Baskets and much, much moreANK1YOU!

Read on for more mission news...



BASKET BINGO THANK YOU!

We would like to extend a big thank you to everyam® helped with or
donated to the November 1st Basket Bingo Fundrai$er Youth group was
a great help in the kitchen as well as workingflber. It was a great time
and it was quick as promised. We were finishe@:#¥% PM.

Attendance was 115 participants and the final pwadis $2495. Bingo play-
ers donated 312 items to Betty Lou's Pantry. Tinelfaiser also provided a
$100 donation for Thanksgiving meals for the pafdryilies.

Mark the last Sunday in April for spring basketdonApril 25, 2010.

Operation Christmas Child

What a wonderful response from everyone for thissron! We are pleased
to report that 117 filled (bulging) shoe boxes weedivered to the drop off
center on Wednesday Nov 18. The boxes will be mhokeo a Roadway
truck and shipped to Charlotte, NC to be prepapediitribution. Thank
you for your gifts and for sharing the love of Je€ihrist with children
throughout the world.

Food Pantry Christmas Gifts

Many individuals have been asking us when we valblffering the Christ-
mas list for the pantry families. Unfortunatelye will not be able to give
gifts this year because the number of recipienssgnawn so much that it is
logistically impossible to continue that missio@urrently, there are 57fami-
lies(119 adults and 64 children) receiving food@igs. It seems that more
families are requesting help each week.

The pantry board has decided to provide each famiily a complete Christ-
mas dinner. If you wish to donate toward a meeagé place your donation
in the Betty Lou Pantry envelopes in the pews aadkrfor Christmas
dinner. Any amount is appreciated. A donation2B $ould sponsor one
family.

Thank you for your generous support of Betty Ldtesitry.

Chuck and Karen Talboo
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Many people will be busy Christmas shoppin

in December, but the youth of Faith Churc

will be busy giving of their time, talents, anc

treasures. Youth and their families will meet i

the kitchen of Faith Church on Saturday

December 12th at 8:30 a.m. Our mission is
make enough chocolate chip cookie bars for theaftllies served by Betty
Lou’s Pantry. Some of our youth will also help tatpoliday baskets
together for our elderly members. After worshipSumday, December 13th,
the youth will share lunch together, then traveCtoistmas Carol and
deliver the baskets.

Come to the party...you're invited!

December 12, 2009 Washington Trip

Baskets for Mission Committee

Bake Cookie Bars for Betty Lou’s Pantry
December 13, 2009 Youth meeting/Christmas Caroling
January 22-24, 2010  Snow Tubing/Big Boulder/Lenhart's Mt. House
February 14, 2010 Youth Meeting

February 27, 2009 Italian Dinner/Talent Show
March 13-14, 2010 24-Hour Fast A Thon
July 10-17, 2010 Back Bay Mission Youth Work Camp

Mid-Atlantic Youth Event
July 21-25, 2010

Lebanon Valley College in Annville, PA
“Take the Journey...Follow the Holy Brick Road”

There will be great youth led worship, high enemgysic, distinguished
speakers, 40 workshops, moments on the road, dichen friendships re-
newed, games, contests, skits and more!

Early registration: December 1, 2009 to February2240...$275.
If you are between the ages of 13 and 18 contaxtd Lenhart to
“Take the JOURNEY’

- Linda Lenhart, Director of Youth Discipleshig
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United Church of Christ
MISSIOn MOment December2009

The Christmas Gift

If you haven’t found the right gift by now, you mhg feeling desperate.
Desperate, anxious and maybe a little irritated.dfgressure, the gift-
giving thing. The ads tell us that if only we getd/buy the right gift,
then we will be loved.

The people of Israel were operating on a similanpse: God would love
them if they offered the right gift. But they arétte irritated about it all.
Nothing seemed to be enough. No gift they couldkhup seemed suffi-
cient to get God’s love. So they poured out theistiration to the prophet
Micah. “With what shall | come before God . . . Buofferings, calves a
year old . . . Thousands of rams, ten thousands&f of oil?” (Micah 6:
6 —8) What does God want?

Micah’s answer, and the good news of Christmahaswe don’t have to
come up with the perfect or the biggest or the m&pensive gift. We
don’t have to win God’s favor or to appease GodllatVe don't have to
try to get on God’s good side, because God has talkeside. God has
sent God’s own first born child to our side. “Uryimu is born this day in
the city of David a child.” We can’t do a thingearn God’s love, but we
can receive it and trust it.

We are, however, asked to respond to God’s lovegaace. How? Micah
tells us, “by doing justice, loving kindness andkiag humbly with
God.” Give this gift to God not to win God'’s lovatdecause God will
always love you. It’s a gift. Your Christmas g@pen it and live.

(by Anthony B. Robinson, from the Stillspeakingyt@evotional—subscribe at
ucc.org)

God is still speaking..|
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DECEMBER BIBLE READINGS

7>

December 1 S
Amos 3:1-11; 2 Peter 1:12-21; Matthew 21:12-2 =
December 2
Amos 3:12-4:5; 2 Peter 3:1-10; Matthew 21:23-32
December 3
Amos 4:6-13; 2 Peter 3:11-18; Matthew 21:33-46
December 4
Amos 5:1-17; Jude 1-16; Matthew 22:1-14
December 5
Amos 5:18-27; Jude 17-25; Matthew 22:15-22
December 6
Amos 6:1-14; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12; Luke 1:57-68
December 7
Amos 7:1-9; Revelation 1:1-8; Matthew 22:23-33
December 8
Amos 7:10-17; Revelation 1:9-16; Matthew 22:34-46
December 9

Amos 8:1-14; Revelation 1:17-2:7; Matthew 23:1-12

December 10
Amos 9:1-10; Revelation 2:8-17:; Matthew 23:13-26

December 11
Haggai 1:1-15; Revelation 2:18-29; Matthew 23:27-39

December 12

Haggai 2:1-9; Revelation 3:1-6; Matthew 24:1-14
December 13

Amos 9:11-15:; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, 13-17; JoBA-87

December 14
Zechariah 1:7-17; Revelation 3:7-13; Matthew 24315-

December 15
Zechariah 2:1-13; Revelation 3:14-22: Matthew 2443

December 16
Zechariah 3:1-10; Revelation 4:1-8; Matthew 24545-
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Zechariah 4:1-14; Revelation 4:9-5:5: Matthew 2531

December 18
Genesis 3:8-15; Revelation 12:1-10; John 3:16-21

December 19

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Titus 1:1-16; Luke 1:1-25
December 20

1 Samuel 2:1b-10: Titus 2:1-10; Luke 1:26-38

December 21
2 Samuel 7:1-17; Titus 2:11-3:8a; Luke 1:39-48a(58)

December 22
2 Samuel 7:18-29; Galatians 3:1-14: Luke 1:57-66

December 23
Jeremiah 31:10-14; Galatians 3:15-22: Luke 1:67-80

December 24
|Isaiah 60:1-6; Galatians 3:23-4:7; Matthew 1:18-25

December 25

Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4: 1 John 4:7-16; John 3:31-36
December 26

2 Chronicles 24:17-22; Acts 6:1-7; Acts 7:59-8:8

December 27
1 Samuel 1:1-2, 7b-28; Colossians 1:9-20: Luke -4@22

December 28
|Isaiah 49:13-23; Isaiah 54:1-13; Matthew 18:1-14

December 29
2 Samuel 23:13-17b; 2 John 1-13; John 2:1-11

December 30
1 Kings 17:17-24; 3 John 1-15; John 4:46-54

December 31
1 Kings 3:5-14; James 4:13-17; 5:7-11; John 5:1-15

/ )
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Head Usher: Brian Bross
Financial Secretary: Tom Hovis
Contact Person: Faye Tirpak
Fellowship Hall Contact: Tim Hovis

Greeter | Ushers | Acolyte | Lay | Advent | Flowers
Reader | Wreath
Dec. 6 |Kochen- |Debby Spencer Ron Dem- |[Koehnlein |Fosbenner
bergers  [Herstine, thd, (Gunkle & |kee Family
Jon Marie and|Catherine
Chris Miller  |Stevenson
Dec. 13Deb Chuck & Joel Thomp-{Karen Tal-| Thompson |Barricks
McCor-  |Karen Talboo |son & Noah [boo Family
mick & Joe|Wendy & Greg Kandt
Orach Thompson
Dec. 20/ The Kosers Debi, Wayne,|Ben Muth & [Heather | Youth Roberts
Olivia & Dal- [John Ko-  [Koser
ton Biery chenberger
Dec. 24| Tim & Sara|Tom & Brendaltbd Stevenson |Frey
6:00 |Hovis Hovis Family
Sonya & Brett
Dill
Dec. 24 (Dennis & [Roxanne, thd Ray & Mitzi |Frey
8:00  [Caroline |Mike, Matthew Foulke
Frantz and Michael
Mayrosh
Dec. 29 |LaVerna [Ken & Sue  |thd Ken Walte Shelly
Diehl Walter
Ray & Mitzi
Foulke
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(XD g From the Treasurer...

OCTOBER 2009 Finance Report

Attendance| Weekly | Joyful Betty NIN
Offering | Noise | Lou’s
10/4 130 $2,878 $96
10/11 103 $1,641 $130 $107
10/18 125 $2,167 $1
10/25 92 $2,387 $5
Mth Totals 450 $9,074 $130 $6 $203
YTD Totals 4443 $99,784 $972 $34 $223
2009 YTD Activity:| Operating Fund | Combined
Cash Raisers
YTD: Receipts| $152,732.60 $12,034 | $164,766.19
Disbursements| $166,387.30 $6,306 $172,693.19
Excess/ (Deficit)  ($13,654.70) $5,728 ($7,927.00)
Monthly: Receipts $13,937.10 $2,851 $16,787.67
Disbursements $20,219.93 $219 $20,438.87
Excess/ (Deficit) ($6,282.83) $2,632 ($3,651.20)

The closing date for 2009 envelope contributions to Faith Church is
Tuesday, January 5, 2010 . Any envelopes received after this date
will be credited to 2010.

The 2010 offering envelopes are available in the Narthex.
Envelopes are issued to those who have used them in the past two
years. If you do not find envelopes with your name on them but
would like some, please call the church secretary and she will be
happy to issue a box for you.
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Change of Addresses:

Grace Benner

Belle Haven

1320 Mill Road
Quakertown, PA 18951

Pastor Bruce and members of Faith Church,

Thank you all for the prayers and cards we reeg
after the death of my brother, Harvey. Thanks &o
Bruce for his visit and prayers.

Sincerely,
Tootie & Donald

Dear Pastor Bruce and Members,

| would like to take this opportunity to thank yfou allowing me to use our
church as a location to collect tax monies for cammunity again this year.
As a token of my appreciation, please accept thisaton.

Have a wondrous holiday season and | hope the storgiwill allow me to
continue this relationship next year.

Sincerely,
Deborah Herstine, Tax Collector
Upper Saucon Township

Dear Dr. Stevenson and Faith United Church of Cihris

On behalf of Betty Lou’s Pantry, it is my pleasta¢hank you for your won-
derful contribution of $100 as well as 312 foodn& | understand these
generous gifts were a result of a successful BéBkefo Fund Raiser. Given
these tough economic times, your gift is particiylaneaningful. We currently
serve over 45 families in our community on a biiebgsis, and with your
help, we will continue to reach out to other neigihin need. Again, many
thanks for your generosity. We are most apprecgtiv

Sincerely,
Mandy Dicker, Board Member



It's not too lateto join in a
Washington Christmas Adventure!
The White House tour is CONFIRMED!

OnDecember 12, 2009members and friends will
go on a “Christmas Adventure” in Washington, D@ #me
Georgetown areaWe will tour the White House and the US
Capital Building and have lunch at the Old Engl&ub in
Georgetown. The cost of the trip is $70 per peeuhincludesll
expenses-bus transportation, lunch and gratuities. Please
contact Michele Keeler at 610-653-6846 if you aternested in

joining the fun!
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From the Secretary :

« The deadline for January Newsletter articles and
wr information is December 15th. Please email to
Office@faithchurchucc.org or place them in

the Secretary’s mailbox in the conference room.

From the Worship Committee

2010 Altar Flowers
The worship committee will be in the Narthex signing up altar flower v
sponsors for 2010. The cost of $30 will stay the same for the new

year. Q |?

Thank you for your continuing support of the Betty
Lou's Pantry! For the last two Sundays
of October and the first three Sundays of No-
vember, our donations included 362 items and
$95.
In our recent Basked Bingo event, 312 food items were donated,
and $100 was donated for Thanksgiving dinners. Thank you
for all of your contributions!

Many thanks for your continuing support and very ge nerous
response to our appeals! The recipients are particularly grateful
for your generosity.

Iltems currently needed most at the Food Bank include:
-Jelly  -Boxed Potatoes -Chili ~ -Tuna Fish
-Hamburger/Tuna/ Chicken Helper

Iltems stocked at the Food Bank include:

Pork and Beans Jelly (10 to 12 oz size) Beef Stew
Canned Fish and Meat Spaghetti Sauce Chili

Bathroom Tissue Paper towels Beans

Cereal Macaroni and Cheese Canned Pasta
Canned Fruit Canned Vegetables Canned Tomatoes
Dry Pasta Rice or Noodle Roni

Spaghetti Tomato Sauce

If you are in need or know of someone in the areaw  ho is, please call
Mandy Dicker @ 610-966-5599.

—Mike Ford



Christian Education
Children’s Program

The Shepherd’s Tale

Sunday, December 20
10:15 a.m.
during worship

Join us following the program f@ookies and Hot Chocolaten
Fellowship Hall. Please bring along a dozen caokoeshare.

Join us for

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services

at 6:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

December 24th

The services include special
music, carols, and a special
message that will share the

true meaning of the season.
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2009
Why Did You Doubt?

Jesus immediately reached out his hand and catlrgtef), saying to him, "O man of
little faith, why did you doubt?"Matthew 14:31

We began our second term in Botswana with Global

Ministries, and those words that Jesus spoke ter Ré&to

spoke to me, as | sometimes found myself expemgnci

doubts. Am | doing what is in accordance to Gotis [or

me? Learning a new language at any time is nea®y. e

Learning Setswana (one of the two official langsagthe country) has
been especially hard. Knowing Setswana has beer madcessity by the
fact that | have recently been assigned a parighdynited Congregational
Churches in Southern Africa. Worship services ar8atswana. | find my-
self struggling to read; build vocabulary and tcalbdée to conduct a worship
service (with some semblance that the people | baea called to serve
might be able to understand). At times, it feel for every three steps |
take forward, | find myself taking two steps back.

Whatever clouds of uncertainty engulf me are liftdten | conduct a wor-
ship service in the village of Ramotswa, in a sm@dm with 30 people in
attendance; hear their praises to God through starge and prayer; and
am made aware of their hopes and concerns in clmeetings.

Although this congregation is small, they have gadous hope anchored in
God. Over a period of two years, they have bunew church building. Al-
though they have been unable to roof it becausearicial restraints, they
have chosen, in the meantime, to start a new cgagoa in a village 15
kilometers away. They even have plans to ereanplsibuilding as a place
of worship there. Yes, | am reminded that our Jésissa plan for each one
of us, even when we ourselves are not certain.

In this season of hope and anticipation, we prdk Wie church in Botswana
as we are reminded of their great faith which gwestrength in our faith
which we share with others.

James & Jayanthi Wilson are missionaries with tlgmlkgano Theological
College in Gaborone, Botswana. Jim serves as stnuator at Kgolagano

Theological College. Jayanthi serves as librarian.
21
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03
03
04
04
09
11
11
11
12
12
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
18
18

Dennis Frantz
Allen Diehl

Carol Bouc
Anna Breisch
Nicole Ryan
Joshua Long
Christine Jenny
Allison Grammer
Erik Smith
Sherry Meluskey
Dana Zsido
Lincoln Spitzer
Faye Tirpak
Bonnie Stenroos
John Lenner
Jacqueline Missmer
Harvey Weidner
Roberta Scholl
Judith Gestl
Edward Diehl

18
18
19
19
21
22
22
22
24
24
27
27
28
29
30
31

8 Christopher Leight
Cody Schaffer
Jillian Fosbenner
Bruce Haas
Gretchen Anderson
Frank Flemish
Shirley Baldwin
Mark Van Horn
Jordan Koch
Donald Koch
Robert Campbell
Mike Ford

Kate Fosbenner
Carl Nolt

Timothy Van Horn
Raymond Foulke
Dorothy McCarthy
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