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Faith United Church of Christ  
5992 Route 378 

Center Valley, PA 18034 
610-282-3939 

ContactUs@faithchurchucc.org 
www.faithchurchucc.org 

 

We are a people who have come together through a common faith,  

a common love,  and a common covenant with the triune God;  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and together we endeavor to be a  

community of worship, education, mission, fellowship, and stewardship. 
    

 Thank you to the newsletter crew for their help in  
      mailing the newsletters this month -  Arlene Beck, LaVerna  
   Diehl, Dennis Frantz, and Evelyn Hovis. 
 

 

2010 Consistory   
 

  President:   Ray Foulke  
  Vice President:  Ken Walter  
  Secretary:   Cathy Wimmer  
  

 Elders:     Deacons:  
 Ray Foulke   Brian Bross     Louise Christman 
 Ken Walter  Randy Siegfried     Wes Koser 
 Cathy Wimmer Deb McCormick    Zachary Long  
 Mary Ellen Long  Barbara Scattergood   Doris Horwath 
     

Church Treasurer:    Bebe Moyer  
 

Liaisons:  
 Christian Education: Doris Horwath 
 Kitchen Krew:  Ken Walter 
 Enduring/Memorial:  Randy Siegfried 
 Property:  Brian Bross 
 Staff Relations:  Louise Christman 
 Worship:  Debbie McCormick 
 Budget & Finance:  Wes Koser 
 Mission:  Barbara Scattergood 
 Youth Group:  Zachary Long 
 Day Care:  Ray Foulke 

  FUNdraising: Mary Ellen Long 
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Friends, 
 

 About a month ago, on a Sunday afternoon my daughter went 

upstairs to her bedroom to take a nap.  It wasnôt long before she 

came back downstairs with unusual news: ñDad, I think I can hear a 

bird in my closet.ò  At first I thought she had seen one too many epi-

sodes of ñThe Twilight Zoneò or was still suffering from seeing Al-

fred Hitchcockôs ñThe Birdsò but after examining the situation our-

selves, both my wife and I could hear a bird chirping away in the 

back of her closet.  However, the bird was not in her closet but 

rather in the crawl space, our ñatticò that is on the other side of her 

closet wall. 
 

 After removing countless storage boxes filled with heaven only 

knows what, I crawled into the attic and carefully listened for the 

bird.  It was quiet but occasionally it would let out a loud chirp.  Fol-

lowing the sound, I finally found it: a baby bird trapped in the tiniest 

and most remote corner of the attic where the pitch of the roof and 

the floor of the attic intersect.  A pair of starlings had built a nest un-

der the soffits of our house and some how one of their youngsters 

had found its way into our attic and trapped there it chirped away 

hoping that its parents would rescue it. 
 

 I wasnôt sure that my hand would even fit into the tiny little hole 

it was in but I put on a gardening glove and gently reached in.  Once 

I felt that the bird was in my hand, I gently closed my grasp and 

pulled my hand out and placed the bird in a shoebox.  I took the bird 

outside but wasnôt sure what to do next.  Should I just let the bird 

out of the box or should I try and place it back in the nest? 
 

 The bird made that decision for me for as I opened the box he 
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hoped, jumped, fluttered, and scampered to safety in a hedge be-

fore I could do anything else.  So, the bird was out of the house 

but still too young to fly would it survive? 
 

 My wife called the wildlife foundation (Russ Cressman, our 

Congregational authority on birds, hadnôt returned from Florida 

yet!) and was advised to leave the young bird alone.  ñThese birds 

are loud.  The parents will hear their baby and will come to feed 

it.ò  Over the next several days we heard the conversations going 

on between parents and child.  We saw the baby bird hoping and 

climbing through the hedge and we made absolute certain to keep 

our cat a considerable distance from it. 
 

 There is no reason to believe anything but the best.  The par-

ent birds continued to care, protect, feed, and nurture their 

ñproblem childò until it was strong enough to fly away on its 

own.  Our back yard is now quiet from noisy starlings but the 

memory of this event will be with us for a long time. 
 

 The odds of survival were not in favor for this young bird.  It 

left the safety of its home and the source of nourishment.  It 

climbed into an attic known for its blistering and unforgiving 

heat.  Its rescuer was an uniformed member of another species 

who basically released it into a den of predators and yet to the 

best of our knowledge it survived.  It survived because of those 

around it dedicated and committed (whether it be the efforts of 

my family or its parents) to its well-being.  
 

 In a strange way, this entire incident reminded me of Jesus, 

the ñgood shepherd.ò  The good shepherd will never abandon any 

member of its flock regardless of how dire the circumstances of 

life may become.  The good shepherd will always rescue when a 

member of its flock finds itself in a situation in which it cannot 
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save itself.  The good shepherd will tirelessly look for the lost 

until it is found.  The good shepherd will make certain that every 

need is met; safety, shelter, food, every possible form of nurture.  

Jesus has been and continues to be our good shepherd.  
 

 As Jesus said, ñfeed my sheepò to Peter he passed the torch 

of servant leadership onto him and over 

the centuries that torch has been passed 

down to us.  In every generation, ours  

included, there are baby birds who have 

wandered or fallen out of their nests much 

too early in their lives into places and  

danger and destruction.  Places were love 

is not known, forgiveness is not experi-

enced, mercy and compassion do not exist, 

and need and want are an every day real-

ity.  We are called to be their shepherds.  To free them to such 

circumstances by grasping them with a gentle and loving hand 

and release them to a place where they can once again know and 

experience what only God can give. 
 

 Be the good shepherd that you have been called to be; rescue 

the lost with the extravagant grace that God has shown you. 
 

     Peace, 

 

 

     Pastor Bruce  

 

LINUS Plus Group will meet on Mondayôs from 

6:30 to 8:00 during the summer months. If itôs nice, 

weôll meet outside under the big tree! Join us! 
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COMMON WEALTH 
Give to the emperor the things that are the emperorôs ...Matthew 22:21 
 

I 
tôs time to celebrate Independence Day, a day to think abut 

picnics, fireworks and...taxes? Indeed, before and after the 

Revolution, our towns, states and nation discovered that by 

pooling the wealth of citizens many public services could be 

offered. Some of our states are actually called ñcommonwealths,ò 

as in sharing the common wealth. So we pay taxes today and re-

ceive benefits like paved roads, public transportation, firefighters, 

public safety, national defense, aid to the poor, national parks in 

which to picnic, etc. Sometimes we also get things we may not 

want like war or corruption. 
 

We all complain about taxes from time to time, but we know that 

we need to share out wealth, even if it be small, so that our towns, 

states and nation work. When we become part of a faith commu-

nity, we are not assessed taxes based on our income or spending 

habits. We do, however, have a similar concept of ñcommon 

wealth.ò In Acts we are told the earliest Christians shared every-

thing in common. Few churches go that far today. But the work we 

do in local, Conference, national and international settings all hap-

pens because we give. Rather than complaining, let us rejoice that 

when we share our individual wealth we see love spread near and 

far.  Let us give to God as well as the emperor! 
 

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, 

United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticut. 
 

God is still speaking... 

   United Church of Christ 

  Mission Moment                      July/August 2010 
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Sharing the Good News! 

 
                

  On the World      Wide Web at www.pnec.org       July  2010  
                    
      PNEC 
  
 

 

  Penn Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 
 

 

Next Steps?!  
by Alan C. Miller, Conference Minister  

 

The evaluation sheets from the 2010 Annual Meeting of the Penn Northeast 

Conference held April 24th at the Northampton Community Center gave our 

keynote speaker, Gil Rendle, an A+.  The only criticisms that we received 

were two-fold: 1. ñWe thought Gil would spend more time evaluating the 

data that we collected at the 2009 Annual Meeting.ò  2. ñWe thought Gil 

would give us the next steps --- what do we do to fix our congregations, 

many of which are dying?ò 
 

For those of you who were unable to attend either meeting let me give a 

brief overview to help you understand these critiques.  Prior to the 2009 

Annual Meeting we asked each local church to complete survey forms in 

which they identified how they spent their money and time as they sought 

to be the church.  As might be expected, most identified that most of their 

time was spend talking about money problems, fund-raisers, building main-

tenance, and personnel issues.  Very little time was spent talking about 

spirituality and faith formation, mission, Christian education, and evangel-

ism.  At the 2009 meeting, we spent the day in small groups identifying the 

roadblocks that stand in the way of many of our congregationsô ability to 

change.  All of this data was collated and sent to Gil Rendle prior to the 

2010 meeting. 
 

Gil did respond to our data, however perhaps not in the way that many of 

us expected or wanted.  The data reflected the same trends that he is seeing 

in many Christian churches today.  In addition, his prescription for what to 

do was not an easy fix; rather it was a whole new way of understanding 

church. 
 

Early in his presentation Gil made the comment: The mission of the church 
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is not to satisfy its members.  The mission of the church is to make disciples.  

This statement requires us to think about the church in a way that is contrary to 

both the manner in which many of us have been conditioned to think about the 

church and the mindset of our society.  Many of us were taught that the church 

is the place where we go to learn right from wrong, put our time in getting 

through confirmation so we can be allowed to take communion, having a pas-

tor who is available to us when we run into one of lifeôs crisis, and participat-

ing in fun social events that occasionally raise money to help some charitable 

cause.  Basically for many of us, our understanding is ñthe church is the place 

to take care of me and meet my needs.ò  Likewise, our society has taught us to 

be consumers extraordinaire ï even to the point that a new term was invented 

to describe this activity in relation to church: church shopping.  So now people 

look for a faith community that has the right programs to meet their needs for 

fellowship, education, and in some cases even entertainment. 
 

But the beginning of the church was marked by Jesusô command to take his 

message to the ends of the earth, making disciples of all who respond to the 

Good News.  In other words, church is not about being a service organization 

that provides our needs for fellowship, weddings, baptisms, funerals, and pas-

toral care, but a community that helps us to discover what it means to be 

Christôs disciples and to live a life of service to others in Christôs name. 
 

To move from this old understanding of church to this new understanding does 

not happen quickly or easily.  Gil suggested that the way to make this move 

was to begin by having much better conversations at our church council meet-

ings.  Instead of spending all of our time talking about money problems, fund-

raisers, building maintenance, and personnel issues, Gil suggested 3 questions 

that we need to be asking and prayerfully discussing: 

Who are we now?  Many of our churches answer this question by talking 

about who they were in the past, rather than asking the hard question: 

Who are we now? 

What has God called us to do?  Many of our churches operate out of scar-

city rather than abundance, thus they spend a great deal of time talking 

about what they canôt do due to their limited resources rather than ask-

ing: What is God calling us to do? 

Who is our neighbor?  Where are we located; which part of the kingdom 
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HYMN SINGð9 am 

 
 

 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

          7:30ð8:30 am & 10 am on 

SUMMER COMMUNION - 9 am 
CAR WASH -following worship 

has God given to us? 
 

Last week I attended a meeting in which 2 pastors reported that their church 

councils had started talking about Gilôs 3 questions.  One noted:  We started 

talking about the first question and it has led to so much thought and con-

versation that we are expecting that it is going to take us at least 3 meetings 

before we are ready to move to the next question. 
 

Could it be that this council has discovered that the next step is to return to 

the first step, the one given to us by Christ, asking: What does it mean to be 

Christôs disciple? 

TO CONTACT US OR TO REGISTER FOR EVENTS 

431 Delaware Avenue        www.pnec.org web page         610-826-3113 phone 

Palmerton, PA 18071-1908                                                     610-826-5464 fax 

Alan Miller: AlanM@pnec.org                    Toby Holleman: TobyH@pnec.org 

Nancy Azar, NancyA@pnec.org            Barbara Jennings: BarbaraJ@pnec.org                                          

Patty Rehrig: PattyR@pnec.org           Beverly McClure: BeverlyM@pnec.org 

mailto:TobyH@pnec.org
mailto:BarbaraJ@pnec.org
mailto:PattyR@pnec.org
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Our Faith United Church of Christ Youth 

Group has adopted their name to be, ARAGAR. 

The initials represent a r eally awesome group 

accepting r eligions.   
 

I would like to thank the following youth for their willingness 

to serve as our Faith ARAGARõs officers for the year 2010-

2011: President, Sarah Berghold; Vice -President, Tori Schoen-

berger; Treasurer, Nick Russo; Secretary, Elise Schafer and 

Jade Stoffey.   
 

Faith ARAGARõs Cookbook -The ARAGARõs are excited to  

announce they will receive your favorite recipes for our youth 

cookbook. More details available soon!  
 

Come to the partyéyouõre invited! 
July 10 -17, 2010    Faith youth work camp Back Bay Mission  

July 18, 2010     Car Wash 

July 21 -25, 2010    Mid -Atlantic Regional Youth Event  

July 25, 2010     Community Outreach Benefit  

August 29, 2010    Youth Meeting  

September 11, 2010   Betty Louõs Pantry 

September 12, 2010   Youth meeting  

September 18, 2010   Coopersburg Community Day 

September 19, 2010   Car Wash 

October 16, 2010    Dorney Park  

October 17, 2010    Youth Meeting  

October 23, 2010    Rain date Dorney Park  

October 31, 2010    Ken Medema Concert Union Neffs  

November 5 -7, 2010   8th  grade Confirmation Retreat  

November 14, 2010    Youth Meeting/Operation Christmas Child  

December 11, 2010   Washington DC Trip  

(continuedé) 
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ANSWER TO KIDôS PAGE: ñI am the bread of life. He who comes to 

me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 

thirsty.ò John 6:35,NIV  

December 12, 2010    Youth Meeting/Christmas Caroling  

December 19, 2010    Snow Date Caroling  

January 15 -16, 2011  Fast a Thon/Youth Meeting  

February 20, 2011    Youth Meeting  

March 5, 2011     Italian Dinner/ Talent Show  

March 20, 2011    Youth Meeting  


