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610-282-3939
ContactUs@faithchurchucc.org
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We are a people who have come together through a common faith,
a common love, and a common covenant with the triune God,;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and together we endeavor to be a
community of worship, education, mission, fellowship, and stewardship

Thank you to the newsletter crew for their help in

\\\ mailing the newsletters this month - Arlene Beck, LaVerna
/\ Diehl, Dennis Frantz, and Evelyn Hovis.
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

A "stiff upper lip," as the British call it, so often masks the pair
within. But sometimes God reaches inside. Consider this familial
story.

On the streets of town one day, Jesus was mobbed by people
bumping, jostling, and elbowing one another in an attempt to get
close to this famous teacher and miragt@aker. In the crowd was a
middle-aged woman who suffered from chronic bleeding. Over th
last dozen years she had gone to doctor after doctor, hoping that
of them could heal her. She'd spent all her savings, and in the en
was no better, but getting worse. In our day she would have had
hysterectomy and been done with it, but in those days no one cot
help.

On the outside she was a respectable woman. Inside she fel
ashamed, alone, and desperate
any hope?o0 But even still sh
Of course, each of the people who crowded around Jesus that da
had a need. Perhaps for some it was family strife, financial strug-
gles, or other physical ailments. Outside they looked normal, but
side many of them were hurting, drifting, struggling, lost.

But on this particular day, the hemorrhaging woman, weak
though she was, wouldn't let others get between her and Jesus.
pushed and slid and shouldered her way until she was within reac
"If only I can touch the hem of his robe," she thought, "I'll be
healed." And so she reached out, and suddenly, what she had lol
for these many years happened. The bleeding stopped. Inside s
felt an unmistakable healing.

Abruptly, the crowd which had surged along with Jesus halted,
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because the Master himself had paused. He was looking around.
the murmuring hushed, you could hear him say, "Who touched me

"Everyone'deen touching you, Master," answered one of his
disciples. "With this many people, they can't help but touch you."

"Someone touched me," Jesus repeated. "l felt power flow oL
of me." He turned around, looking, searching, until his eyes met tl
healed woman's, and she was suddenly very afraid. She fell dowt
front of him and poured out the whole painful story.

| can imagine Jesus looking tenderly at her saying, "Daughter,
your faith has made you whole. When you go from this place, you
will go in God's peace and be healed from your disease."

How often do we feel like that woman or the countless others
who sought out help from Jesus that day? | wonder how many of
those who sought out Jesus did so as a last resort, so desperate f
help that they were willing to trgnything® However the story tells
us that her faith was central to her healing.

We consider ourselves people of faith but how often do we tag
the power of our faith to help us with the brokenness within us no
matter what form it takes? |
sti ff Ilipo with the power of
journey be one of discovery. One that will put you in touch with th
brokenness within you, a brokenness that is in all of us, and then 1
the hem of Jesusd6 robe where

Peace,

Gt G

Pastor Bruce



WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN PROGRAM
TO FORGIVE OR NOT TO FORGIVE?

Forgiveness 1 s the result o
rifice of His son on the cross for our sake. It is through this selfle
act of sacrificial love that forgiveness with God is possible, and it
because of this forgiveness that we are able to experience recon:
tion and peace.

Just as peace and fellowship with God is not possible withou
the ongoing reality and power of forgiveness, neither are they po
ble in all of our human relationships. And yet, while forgiveness i
essential in every area of fellowship it remains one of the most di
cult things for us to do.

Forgiveness is the story of Easter

The theme of this year 06s We
power of forgiveness and its central place in Christian life and livi
Join the fellowship at 6:00 P.M. for our traditional covered dish
dinner, programs begin at 6:45 and finish by 7:30.

March 3  Tempting Revenge over Forgiveness
March 10 The Difficulties of Forgiveness
March 17 The Fulfillment of Forgiveness
March 24 Amazing Grace!

March 31 Creating a More Forgiving World
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United Church of Christ
Mission Moment March 2010

Housecleaning

ASo if anyone is in Christhere is a new creation: everything old h
passed away, see everything has becometnew! Ro mans 5

Lent has traditionally been a time for cleaning house; in fact the
tice of ASpring Cleaningo may
clearing the kitchen of fat on Mardi Gras, or Shrove Tuesday. St

as
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Tuesday is meant to be only the beginning of a time of taking stock |

every part of our lives. In Lent we are called to consider not only
excesses of our material existence that need to be purged, bt
anything in our spirits or minds that needs reassessment and cl
out.

Instead of understanding Lent as a grim and joyless period, we
remember Paul 6s encour agement

new. As a person who has moved from one house to another often

her life, | know that before you enter the new house, you neg¢
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clean out the old one, decide what is to be kept and what is to be d

carded, and discern what new items you might need to acquire
new situation in life.

This Lent, then, we are offered the cleansing opportunity of exa
Ing our lives on every level, both material and spiritual. Where art
excesses we need to clear out? What do we need to reassess ak
orities, relationships, possessions and time management in orde
ready to live into a resurrection discipleship? On Easter, wher
risen Christ calls us to new life, what might be weighing us down
keeping us from responding quickly, with joy, as stewards of the {
news?

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the
Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New Haven Connecticut.

God is still speaking..|
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On the Worlds Wide Web at www.pnec.org March 2010

FNEC\@; Sharing the Good News!

Penn Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ

Godos will ?
by Alan C. Miller, Conference Minister

The ground had barely stopped trembling when Pat Robertson be
gan to sermonize about the devastating earthquake that struck Hs
Evangelist Robertson first suggested that good could come out of
this tragedy because it might generate a massive rebuilding progr
and then he suggested that the Haitians deserved this suffering.
Robertson stated that when the Haitians were throwing off the tyr-
anny of the French they ndnswor
In the poverty in which most Haitians now live.

Robertson is not the first to draw connections between earthquak

and Godos will to punish peop
small shocks hit London and preachers raced to their pulpits to dr
conclusions. The Bishop of Lo

havior; the Bishop of Oxford argued that God has used these rum
blings to alarm and shake the Londoners out of their sin, while in

Bloomsbury the Rev. Dr. William Stukeley claimed that God uses

earthquakes as a sign of his wrathful intervention.

Proponents of Godods will of w
to earthquakes alone but have drawn similar conclusions for othe
types of natural disasters. Pat Robertson blamed Hurricane Katri
on legal abortion.

A few days after the Haiti earthquake a young person asked me if
thought what happened in Haiti was the will of God. | respond7ed:



nNo | donot beli eve t hat nat ur
al so beli eve t hat I saw Godos

As long as people have sought to understand God there have bee
guments about Godos will. Per
been most revealed to us in the life and teachings of the Christ. Tl
Gospel of John is filled with Jesus describing himself and God

t hrough a seri es of whoever firieks of th® r
water that | will give him will never be thirstyagadn ( J ohn ¢
| am the bread of lifg.lJohn 6:48) am the light of the world John
8:12a)l am the good shepherd who is willing to die for the sheep.
(John 10:11) am the resurrection and the lifelohn 11:25a) am

the way, the truth, and the liee ( J o h nl am the vileaanhd you
are the branchegJohn 15:5a)

When we talk confessionally, we are describing the very core of oL
being---ourwill---i f you wi | | . Al I of
are about life and about putting life back where we have experienc
deat h. Christodos ultimate Al &
death and resurrection. To me

So do | beli eve that the ea¥rtt
- no! But | do believe the outpouring of love by the world through
gifts of volunteers, food, money, prayers, doctors, field hospitals,
search and rescue teams, and ¢
Is God working through all of us to help the people of Haiti find life
In the midst of death.

(To assist those suffering in the aftermath of the earthquake, you can mak
an online contribution to United Church of ChrisHaiti Earthquake Relief

Fund or mail checks to UCC, 700 Prospect Ave., Cleveland, OH 44115, ol
send your checks to the Penn Northeast Conference Office, 431 Delaware

Ave., Palmerton, PA18071. Writdai t i © i n t he memo

PENN NORTHEAST CONFERENCE
8 610-826-3113



https://secure3.convio.net/ucc/site/Donation2?df_id=1780&1780.donation=form1
https://secure3.convio.net/ucc/site/Donation2?df_id=1780&1780.donation=form1

Our wintery wonderland weekend started off
on Friday, January 22" by sharing dinner to-

= gether at the Lenhart mountain home in Ef-
YOUTH DIRECTOR fort, PA. After dinner we gathered around the
tabl e for fteen churcho to shai
shared their visual talents with colored markers to pray for them-
selves and others. We concluded with our youth meeting.

Saturday morning 17 youth and families met at Big Boulder
for a day of snow tubing. The conditions were perfect for a day in
the sun, snow, and tubing.

Before leaving for home our Faith families gathered around
the fire to roast marshmallows. God Is Good! - Linda Lenhart

Come to the partyeyol

March 1314 24 Hour Fast a Thon/Youth meeting

March 14 Youth Volunteering Worship

March 20 Talent Auction Offering (Youth serving)

April 25 Youth Volunteers for Worship/Youth meeting/
Basket Bingo

May 16 Confirmation Sunday

June 10 Iron Pigs Baseball Game

July 1617 Faith youth work camp Back Bay Mission

July 2125 Mid-Atlantic Regional Youth Event

September 11 Betty Louds Pantry



As part of the Souper Bowl of Caring
our Youth will hold a

24-hour Fast-a-thon
Saturday, March 13, 2010

The fast will begin on Saturday at noon and conclude on Sunday
noon. For 24 hours we will drink only water.

You can support the youth by: 1) Participating in the Fast, or
2) Sponsoring a youth.

All money raised from this event will go towards Haiti Relief. The
youth will be in the Narthex each Sunday for you to sign up
or sponsor them.

Mar k your calendarsé
Join Faith Members and Friends
at the

Thursday, June 10, 2010
Someone from our group will throw out the first pitch!
Who will that someone be?

Enter your name in the drawing each Sunday you attend
worship during the month of May!! Tickets are $9 and incluc
$2 worth of redeemable coupons for food.

More details soon.
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Within Our Church Family

Longtime Faith member, Estella Weidner passed away on
February 7, 2010 attheage of 101 Pl ease keep E
In your thoughts and prayers.

Liam Padrick Shelly was baptized and Richard Harold Shelly,
Jr. was dedicated on February 14, 2010They are the sons of
Richard and DeAnna Shelly. Go

Dear Pastor Bruce,

Thank you for your recent visit and offering of
communion. We were glad to share both with

you. We have been members of Faith for 41
years and weoOre gratef/

Sincerely,

Bob and Barbara Fosbenner

Dear Friends at Faith UCC,

Thank you so much for the basket of goodies delivered to us over the ho
days. The oreo cookies aad gone-t hey donoét | ast |
The blue blanket made for Rylie was just beautiful and she loves to put
her fingers in the holes. Thank you for thinking of us.

Sincerely,
Jack, Heather and Rylie Maginn

11



12

Talent Auction Gala Event

Come to the Faith United Churclof Christ
Party! Youdr e _ _
Invited! A Gala Event will be held to Auction off the

talents, services and specialties of the
March 20, 2010 Congregation of Faith Church! Hot and colc

7-9 p.m. in appetizers will be served as you browse,
Fellowship Hall mingle and make your bids. Activities for
children, too!

Tickets: $5 each or $15/family.
Call 610.282.3939 for tickets.

HERE ISRPARTIAL LI®F ITEMS FOR BID:

Travel/Vacations/Events Services

Get Away Weekend in the PoconoBabysitting

Bed/Breakfast in PA Endless Moun@andetailing/\WWash/\Wax
Transportation to/from ABE Airport Professional Counseling Services
Family Tie/Dye Activity & Lunch  Math Tutoring

Pastor s Par ki n Cofjpter TechaSuppd&th ur c h

For Your Home Secretarial Services
HVAC Servicing Hair Cut

1 Year HVAC Service Agreement Hair Styling

Handyman for a Day Karate Lessons3 packages
Mr. Fixt Services Delicious Delectables
Furniture Repair Cannelloni Dinner

Lawn Spring Cleap Chicken Pot Pie
Arts/Crafts Sugarless Chocolate Pie
Piano performance Homemade Fudge

Baby Afghan Chocolate Cake
Humpties doll Jellies

Hat/Scarf set Pies



THOSE WHO WILL SERVE IN MARCH

Head Usher: Randy Siegfried
Financial Secretary: Cathy Wimmer/Tony DiSanto
Contact Person: Jean Rau

Fellowship Hall Contact: Brian Bross

Greeter| Ushers Acolyte Lay Nursery | Flowers
Reader
Mar. 7 |Kochen- |Bruce & Ben Muth Michele thd Available
bergers [Michele KeelefSpencer GunklgKeeler
Donna Schoer)-
berger, Diane
Neidermeier
Mar. 14 (Olivia  |Olivia Biery, |Noah Kandt |Reese thd Mc
Biery Amanda Autumn Kandt |Bittenmaster Cormick
Gavin  |Youngs, Sean
Gunkle |Clees, Matt
Gumbhold
Mar. 21 [Sue & |Wayne & Debi|Joel Thompson|Wayne Biery |thd Grace
Amanda |Biery, Wendy |Brent Benner
Youngs |& Greg Christman
Thompson
Mar. 28 |Patience |Heather & WesJohn Adriana Muth |thd Muth
StevensonKoser Kochenberger
Adriana & Alex Curtis
Terry Muth

Nursery Attendants needed!lf you can help any Sunday in March, please

contact the secretary at 6282-3939 or email her at
office@faithchurchucc.org.
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Treasurer e
JANUARY 2010 Finance Report

Attendance| Weekly Joyful Haiti Betty
Offering Noise Relief L ou(
01/03 119 $2,234 $55
01/10 114 $2,185
01/17 115 $2,153 $185
01/24 109 $2,160
01/31 124 $2,738 $300
Mth Totals 581 $11,469 $129 $485 $55
YTD Totals 581 $11,469 $129 $485 $55
2010 YTD Activity:| Operating Fund | Combined
Cash Raisers
YTD: Receipts| $17,610.12 $523 $18,133.32
Disbursements| $19,241.99 $681 $19,922.84
Excess/ (Deficit)]  ($1,631.87) ($158) | ($1,789.52)
Monthly:  Receipts| $17,610.12 $523 $18,133.32
Disbursements| $19,241.99 $681 $19,922.84
Excess/ (Deficit)|  ($1,631.87) ($158) | ($1,789.52)

_oCps!

From a church bulletin in Saxapahaw, North Carolina:

HUSPe.l ealllily

Sermon:

H= it

~f t+ha Nair

Lets hope the pastors grace and sense of humor

were growing that day.
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FUNd Raising
A Talent/Services Auction Gala Evenwill be held onSaturday,
March 20, 2010, 7:00 9:00 pm! A night of fun, hearty appetizers,
and friendly competition for the silent auction items put up for bid w
be had! Church members are offering weekends away, baby and
sitting, musical talents, act.i
serve our community, help others, have fun and fellowship together
and raise money for the General Fund of the church. The Public is
comeri invite a friend or neighbor! A list of auction items is posted &

the church. Come with your famiiyt her e wi | | be
ties. Tickets are $5 per person, $15 per family.

Dondt forget to
: friends and neighbors to recycle
P/{)Oneralser“ their unused cell phones and
empty ink jet cartridges. We have
boxes out in the community, but YOU are the most effective gather

source. Think of these as gold nuggets waiting to be picked up! The
you for your help to date! A check for $253 for phones we gatherec

January is in the mail!!
receive 5% of the orders for one year. Price

/|
m are competitive and pielp and delivery are

CLED = rmmat! FREE! Call 616351-0093
You Person? or visit www.myvipcleaners.com/lv to
register. Simply mention Faith UCC referred you!

Reach up as far as you can, and God will reach down
the rest of the wad.John Vincent

Use VIP Cleaners and Faith UCC will
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