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We are a people who have come together through a common faith,
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Friends,

Every now and then I find m
many of the other guests. As | strike up a conversation with some
one, eventwually the foll owing
me, what | i1 ne of work are you
get a variety of reactions but a common one is for the person so ¢
"Oh thatos great!! | al ways f
somet hing |1 ke ABut | don't g
tending to practice my evangelism skills but when someone says
something like that to me | always wonder what | should say. Cer
tainly a person who keeps the Golden Rule is following the teach-
i ngs of Chri st. But 1 sndt th
tianis a GoldefRulek e eper ¢é onl y?

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" a
man asked Jesus one day.

Jesus answered this way: "Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
first and greatest commandmen

So the very most important commandment, according to JesL
IS to love God with your total being. To deeply revere God, to ser
Him, to honor Him with worship, to seek to learn more about Him,
to teach your children about Him, and to care so much about Him
that to hear someone using His name as a curse would be utterly
fensive.

The Pharisees of Jesus' day thought they were pretty good at
loving God, but they failed miserably at loving other people. So
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Jesus didn't stop there. "And the second is like it," He continuec
"Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets
hang on these two commandmen:

The Golden Rule, "Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you," explains how to put into practice Jesus' sec-
ond most important commandment. That's the commandment
upon which my new friend at the party was focused. | must say
In his defense, that I've known-salled Christians who said they
loved God, but their words and actions showed they cared solel
about themselves. Much less actually love other people. One c
the chief reasons our faith has gotten a bad reputation is that
nominal Christians act unloving in a thousand ways.

Now let me ask you this: can a person be a Christian if he/
she neglects Jesus' most important commandment, to love God
dondét think so. That's | i ke
four hours a day," when your employer expects you to be there
for eight hours. In the same way, you can't be a Christian if you
won't love God.

When | was young, when it came to loving God, | often con-
fused the emotional feeling of love with trust, obedience, and
faithfulness. It's wonderful when our feelings and our actions cc
Incide. But our love for God is discovered more by our behavior
than our changeable emotional state.

| heard it put this way once. "If you were on trial for being a
Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?" Pei
haps itos a negative anal ogy
what I'm talking about. Nobody is perfect, least of all sincere
Christians. This is about direction and orientation.



A commitment to follow Christ is just that, a commitment
based on some degree of faith that He is the divine Son of God
and that He was raised from the dead. Commitment begins the
relationship; the feelings generally follow later on. (Though, |
must tell you, there are some days | do not feel very in love with
God at all.)

And so, | et 0s return to the
Rule make you a Christian? Not in and of itself, no more than
owning a bare V6 engine makes you a car owner. You have to
love God, too.

AHow?o0 you ask. The best
can about Jesus. You'll find that He is the most
compelling, and at the same time the most freeing, Person in all
history. As you get acquainted with Jesus, you'll come to know
God. As you learn to follow Jesus with your heart and being,
you'll be keeping the first and most important commandment, to
love God with all your heart, soul, and mind.

And where can you find this Jesus? Certainly in many
places but certainly weekly worship with fellow searchers and
sojourners is among them.

Peace,

Bt G

Pastor Bruce

‘Rep paiyy sayy
UOo pasiel Sem ay 'paling Sem ay’**suls Jno 10} palp 1SuyYd
cobed SsSop Iy 01 Slamsuy




United Church of Christ
Mission Moment May 2010

Imagine

One reason we pay so little close attention to the separate natural world
around us is that it has always been there and we presumed it always
would. As it disappears, its primal importance will be cleari in the same way
that some people think they have put their parents out of their lives and
learn differently only when the day comes to bury them. & Bill McKibben

S(ience and religion have often been at odds. But today we
ust forge a new alliance of these former adversaries
around the urgent issue of global warming.

Scientists can measure the destructive effect of human be-
havior on climate T as they have repeatedly done in recent
years. But science cannot motivate people to change their
harmful ways. It takes a passionate faith to move people in
new directions 1 and only religion can provide that.

The idea that taking care of the environment is a religious

duty is hardly new. In the beginning, according to the Book of

Genesis, God placed humanity in charge of creation. But, by

and | arge, Goddos people have not
creation. While most of us were indifferent to the growing en-
vironmental crisis, a few among us preached a new steward-

ship of creation. Now some in government seem to have

heard them.

It is up to us as people of faith to provide that support. Let us
pledge our assistance to the leaders in religion and science
who are calling for public policies to reduce climate change
while there is still time to make a significant difference, and
our encouragement to the lawmakers who are working to
make global stewardship the law of the land.

God is still speaking..|




On the Worlds Wide Web at www.pnec.org May 2010

FNEC\@; Sharing the Good News!

Penn Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ

The Truth
by Alan C. Miller, Conference Minister

An elderly woman from a United Church of Christ congregation in
Vermont was attending a meeting that was contentious. After liste
Il ng to everyone el se spout of
the truth. When you reach my
ti me on anything but the trut

AThe Truth. o | cannot even Db
have been at over the past 31 years in which various individuals
claimed to have nthe truth.o

was called in response to some controversy; and usually it was th
people who were yelling the loudest who were sure that their view

\

point was Athe truth.o

The Bible gives us a number o
am the way and the truth and
Apostl e Paul encouraged us nt
4:15) What are we to make of these insights?

| am sure that many of you have seen the black and white poster
that to some looks like a picture of a vase. To others, the same

poster looks like the profiles of two women looking at each other.
Then there are those who can see both the vase and the profiles
the women looking at each other. How is it that humans can look
the same item, event, or occurrence and come away with differen

Interpretations of what they have seen? And if this is what we do,
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t hhen what does this say about

The older | get the more convinced | become that there is only one
truthi God. And if we understand that God came to walk among
In the person of the Christ, then perhaps to know the truth has les:
do with knowing and more to do with being. To know the truth is t
live life and treat others the way Christ did. Jesus was real with pe
ple; he was in the moment with whoever he was with. He did not
judge them nor condemn them; rather he reached out in understal
Ing and love. And he reached out most to those whom society ha
decided were not worth loving.

Per haps then when Paul encour
he is encouraging us to be real with each other. To be honest witl
each other about our opinions, our thoughts, and our feelings; anc
do i1t in the spirit nof | ove,
Ings in a way in which we take responsibility for them and do not
harm the integrity of the other.

With this understanding of At
much of our conversation is cluttered with arrogance, gossip, con-
demnation, and criticisih no wonder that elderly woman has no
time for anything but the truth. At her age she is looking for hones
and meaningful conversation and relationships; she has no time fc
those who hide behind masks and pretense. She sounds like my
of person-- real!

PENN NORTHEAST CONFERENCE
610-826-3113



Music at Faith

We are grateful for thevonderful support offeredoy and response of
the congregation for musiat Faith church. It has been aewarding
and challenging yearfor our musicians Our volunteers work
tirelessly to offer new, exciting anthenas well as traditional music ir
preparation for over 40 worship services. We haaedd a challenging
year-- a new marriage relocatiors and health issues havalteredthe
face of the choirthis year. In particular, we celebrate the return of
Arlene Beck Mary Ellen Long and Marvin Neely recuperating from
surgeries and rehabilitationWe are always in search of new memb
to help out. And, the benefits include a free outfit, preferred seating
and lots of great new literature to read/Vhy not join us!
Ongoingthanksare directedo Alan Kochenberger DennisFrantz
and Sandy David who continue to providee weekly additions of
worship services in CD formatTheseare available through the office
at no charge.Just give a call.

Soon the Senior Choir wiltake a well deserved reces8e look to tle
summer foradditional musical helpfrom the congregatiormembers
including vocal and instrumental solos, duets, quartets;.etour
talents are always neededVhy not stop by and speak with. Duda
after wordhip or call 215.361.8641and reserve a date.

Looking ahead,upcomingmusiceventsand opportunities include:

May 14, FridayT Fountain Ensemblé’ limited number of tickets
available to congregation for this event at Moravian
College, Foy Hall.See Dennis Duda for information

May 23, Sundayi Confirmation service.Music for Choir and
Brass featuring Mainstreet Brass ensemble in special-pre
service music and special anthems. Come early for a gsead.

May 25, Tuesday The Tuesday Sigersi a special choral music
presentation in the sanctuary. No tickets required.
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The Faith YoutlCar Wash will be Sunday
May 9" after worship. The cost of the car

-

A e Agr Wwash ticket is $5. %O If you cannot make the
car wash on May"9your ticket will be

YOUTH DIREOTOR good for our other car washes on Jul{’ 18

or September 9 While you wait for your car to be washed you

can enjoy lunch. The youth will be serving hot dogs, drinks, and

dessert.

Chi | dr e n GsdTeEmQhurcohwill be combined on
Sunday May 9. Families enter worship together. At the conclu-
sion of the childrends messadg
ship and go to Fellowship Hall.

Iron Pigs tickets on sale now! Join us for the game on June
10. Please see the enclosed flyer. Youth will be in the narthex aft:
worship to take your order and payment for tickets. Tickets are $!
and include $2 worth of redeemable coupons for food at the gam
Someone from our group will throw out the first pitch. Enter your
name in the drawing each Sunday you attend worship in the
month of May! - Linda Lenhart

Come to the partyeyou

May 9 Car Wash/hot dogs following worship
May 23 Confirmation Sunday
(continuedé@é.



June 10

June 13

July 1617
July 2225
July 25
September 11
September 18
September 19
December 11
December 12
March 5, 2011

Iron Pigs Baseball Game

Youth meeting following worship

Faith youth work camp Back Bay Mission
Mid-Atlantic Regional Youth Event
Community Outreach Benefit (COB)
Betty Louds Pantry
Coopersburg Community Day

Car Wash

Baskets for nForget Me I
Christmas Caroling (Snow dé&eDec. 19)
Italian Dinner/Talent Show

Mar k your calendarseée
Join Faith Members and Friends
at the

Thursday, June 10, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
Someone from our group will throw out the first pitch!

Who will that someone be?

Enter your name in the drawing each Sunday you attend
worship during the month of May!! Tickets are $9 and incluc
$2 worth of redeemable coupons for food.

Tickets are on sale now!
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Thank you to everyone who donated sports equipment
) for my confirmation project. | received a lot of nice
things that wildl put s mi |

Aaron Herndon

Attention All Faith UCC Members! The Christmas spirit of giving is not
over! OnApril 25th -May 9th 20101 will be collecting items such dsilet
paper, paper towels, cleaning supplies, toys foBaear old boy, toys fa
2 year old boy, gift cards (péas like Wawa, Wahart, Giant etc) for two
strong women who left their abusive relationships and took their young
children with them. As my confirmation project, we are helmaliectthese
items to help them start their new lives. These brave worftdsr
abusive relationships with basically the clothing on their backs and their »
little boys. They're relying on donations, passed down items, and anythin
they can afford. Please bring any basic necessities you'd like to donate
themin by May 9th | will take the collected items over to the family after
church. Thank you to everyone who will participate in this. Peace be W|th
you.

~Sarah Berghold
:\ / \ —t e J’
AQLIRRC

. a :’.P

Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday
May 23, 2010
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Talent Auction
March 20, 2010
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