
1 

FOCUSFOCUS                                                                                                          

ONON  

    FAITH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             ������������������� 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

������ ���	
���
���
��	������	
	�����
�������������������������� ���	���������� !�

������������"���#�������$��#�� ��$�� !�$	�%!
�&���������  
 
�
�

��� !'���%��(�)�*�++�!�,��
-�
�%�.�)�/+�/0�!�,��

 

           

  

Volume 38,  Number  9 
October 2009 



2 

 

Faith United Church of Christ 
5992 Route 378 

Center Valley, PA 18034 
610-282-3939 

ContactUs@faithchurchucc.org 
www.faithchurchucc.org 

 

We are a people who have come together through a common faith,  
a common love,  and a common covenant with the triune God;  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and together we endeavor to be a  

community of worship, education, mission, fellowship, and stewardship. 
    

 Thank you to the newsletter crew for their help in  
   mailing the newsletters this month -  LaVerna Diehl,  

Dennis Frantz, and Evelyn Hovis. 
 

 

2009/2010 Consistory   
 

  President:  Ray Foulke 
  Vice President: Ken Walter 
  Secretary:  Cathy Wimmer 
  

 Elders:    Deacons: 
 Ray Foulke   Brian Bross     Louise Christman 
 Ken Walter  Randy Siegfried     Wes Koser 
 Cathy Wimmer Deb McCormick    Zachary Long  
 Mary Ellen Long  Barbara Scattergood   Doris Horwath 
     

Church Treasurer:    Bebe Moyer 
 

Liaisons: 
 Christian Education: Doris Horwath 
 Kitchen Krew:  Ken Walter 
 Enduring/Memorial:  Randy Siegfried 
 Property:  Brian Bross 
 Staff Relations:  Louise Christman 
 Worship:  Debbie McCormick 
 Budget & Finance:  Wes Koser 
 Mission:  Barbara Scattergood 
 Youth Group:  Zachary Long 
 Day Care:  Ray Foulke 



3 

 

����  
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Have you ever wondered if its is possible to exhaust God’s pa-
tience with us?  Does God’s grace and forgiveness have limits or a 
“statue of limitations?”  We often say to ourselves: “I believe, but I'll 
sin.  I'll blow it.  I know I will!”  I suppose that’s true of all of us but 
the Good News is that God has decided not to allow sin to keep you 
from Him any more. Ask him to forgive you, he does, and the relation-
ship between you and God is clear again. 

 
Peter, perhaps angry with someone, asked Jesus: "How many 

times do I have to forgive someone who keeps sinning against me?"  
Jesus must have smiled as he said quietly and cryptically: "Seven 
times seventy."  Now don't get legalistic on me by doing the math and 
claiming that you can stop forgiving at 490. 

 
The number isn't the point.  Jesus was saying: the perfect number 

times the perfect number times 10 for good measure.  In other words, 
we can never stop forgiving; forgiveness is a lifelong process, and dis-
cipline. 

 
If we aren't to stop forgiving, I'm sure God doesn't either.  All our 

sins combined don't compare to Jesus' sacrifice on the cross for our 
sins -- but that's getting theological, just what I promised not to do. 
The bottom line is: you can't out-sin God's love! 

 
 

     Peace, 
 
 
     Pastor Bruce 
 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
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Children and Communion Program  
 

Once again we are again offering the Children and 
Communion Program  
to children in grades 2 and above. 
 

Recognizing that appropriate training and education is  
vital to the grasping an understanding of the sacrament, a course of 
instruction will be offered on the following dates:  
November 8, 15, and 22.   
 

Hour long classes will begin at 6:00 p.m. with the exception of  
November 22nd which will begin at 5:00 p.m.  Children will  
receive their first communion on November 29, 2009; the first  
Sunday in Advent. 
 

Children must be in the second grade or older to participate in the 
preparation program and least one parent, preferably both, must  
participate with their child. 
 

Whether a child participates or not is a parental decision, not a 
church policy, and the preparation program is not to be confused 
with the Rite of Confirmation. 
 

Registration forms are available through your child’s Sunday School 
teacher or the church office. 
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Sharing the Good News! 

 
                
  On the World      Wide Web at www.pnec.org       October  2009 
                    
      PNEC 
  
 
 

  Penn Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 
 

 

 

Hey, you didn’t put anything in! 
by Alan C. Miller Conference Minister 

 
 

A number of years ago I was worshipping with one of our congrega-
tions that was on the verge of closing.  The membership had dwin-
dled to approximately two dozen people and there were only twelve 
to fifteen members who still attended worship.  Just about everyone 
remaining was past retirement age, except for the five year old girl 
who came each Sunday with her grandparents.  Each week she 
watched with a sense of awe as the pastor led the service.  One day 
she told the pastor that she wanted a part in the service and the pastor 
responded by making her the usher.  The pastor told me: “It’s the best 
idea I ever had.”  I was intrigued and blessed as I watched this beau-
tiful child come forward to take the offering plate from the pastor.  
Then to my surprise, instead of passing the plate through the congre-
gation, she went through the pews and stood before each member un-
til they put something in the plate.  The pastor told me after the ser-
vice that this little angel had increased giving by a couple percent.  
Apparently the very first week she took the offering she did not un-
derstand that sometimes husbands and wives give as a couple, so if 
only one of the pair put an envelope in the plate she would yell at the 
other: “Hey, you didn’t put anything in!”  The embarrassment of be-
ing “called out” by a five year old always caused the other member 
of the couple to reach in their purse or wallet and make a contribu-
tion. 
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October and November are the usual months that many congregations 
conduct their annual stewardship drive.  They are also the months that 
I hear members complain about “the pastor’s annual money sermon” 
or pastors agonize over the fact that they “hate to ask for money.”  If 
you are in either of these two categories, then you haven’t gotten it 
yet. 
 

Stewardship is not a budget 
campaign that happens once a 
year, nor is it the offering time 
of the worship service.  Stew-
ardship is a way of life.  Stew-
ardship is the realization that 
everything we have comes 
from the graciousness of God, 
and we are called to be stew-
ards of all these good gifts so 
that others might also learn of God’s graciousness.  To be a steward is 
to live with a sense of calling, purpose, hope, and graciousness. 
Sometimes stewardship takes the form of giving money, sometimes it 
takes the form of serving, and sometimes it takes the form of living 
each moment of our lives so that others might see and meet Christ in 
and through us.  At its best, stewardship is all of these expressions of 
faith, rolled into one. 
 
That precious little girl was so awed by the worship of God that even 
at five years of age; she sought a way to serve.  Perhaps God is using 
this child to challenge all of us --- “How much of our lives are we 
giving to God?” 
  

PENN NORTHEAST CONFERENCE  
431 Delaware Avenue                   

Palmerton, PA 18071-1908    
610-826-3113  
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September brought us a new mission drive - SHOES AND 
SOCKS SEPTEMBER!  We received 13 names of children 
who are in desperate need of shoes. "Sneakers" were 
posted with names, ages and shoe sizes for our members to 
purchase shoes and socks and each and every child was 

taken care of!  Thank you to all for reaching out to those less fortunate 
than ourselves. (If you have not brought in your shoes and socks as of yet, 
please be sure to bring them to church this Sunday.) 
 
Thank you, too, to everyone for the good response in August to the school 
supply drive.  Theresa, our contact person from Appalachia, said the prin-
cipal of the school had tears in his eyes when he received the delivery for 
they really didn't have any of their own supplies to hand out.  Theresa 
added that they usually run out by the New Year so if you see any great 
sales as the fall progresses, please keep this outreach in mind for we will 
probably try for another school drive as the church year progresses. This 
school has 135 students.  Out of the 135, 85 students qualify and receive 
free lunch. 
 
We have news regarding Fakhrieh Nofal, the child that we sponsor in Is-
rael.  It so happened that some UCC people took a trip to that orphanage 
and we were again lucky to be able to send along a personal letter and 
some pictures of our church.  We hope to again get a personal report of our 
child when the people return home. 
 
One more mission thought at this time.  We are planning on another Win-
ter Festival in February.  Our best fundraising part was everyone donating 
Chinese Auction baskets or items for them.  Please keep this in mind while 
you shop and possibly pick up great clearance items to donate for the festi-
val or even "regiftable" items that could be put into baskets and would 
make a great Auction find to another person.  We will need the whole 
church support to make the February Festival another success!  So it's not 
too early to think FESTIVAL! Faith's Mission is on the move to help serve 
the Lord's work!  Together, we can do great things! 
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Faith Family Youth Picnic took place on Sun-
day, August 23rd. The Biery family opened 
their home for a day of food, fellowship, and 
fun.  27 youth and families enjoyed an after-

noon of swimming and games. 
 
Saturday, September 5th, 20 youth and adults met at Betty Lou’s 

Pantry by 9 AM. Under the guidance of Mike Ford and Chuck Tal-
boo we soon learned the operations of the pantry. Young and young 
at heart worked side by side filling food orders. Faith church is 
blessed with people willing to give of their time and talents for oth-
ers.  Thank you to all who came out on a Saturday morning!  

- Linda Lenhart 
 

Come to the party…you’re invited! 
 

October 3, 3009  Roast Beef Dinner 
October 4, 2009  Youth Meeting after worship 
October 11, 20009  Lehigh County Crop Walk  
November 1, 2009  Youth meeting/Basket Bingo 
November 8, 2009  Bethlehem Area Mission Youth Gathering 
December 12, 2009 Washington Trip/Baskets for Mission Committee 
December 13, 2009 Youth meeting/Christmas Caroling  
January 3, 2010  Bethlehem AMC Youth Caroling 
February 19-21, 2010 PNEC Winter Retreat 
February 28, 2010  Bethlehem AMC Youth Movie Night 
March 13-14, 2010  24-Hour Fast A Thon 
March 28, 2010  Bethlehem AMC Youth Scavenger Hunt 
May 16, 2010   Bethlehem AMC Youth Volleyball picnic 
June, 2010   Bethlehem AMC Beach Trip? 
July 10-17, 2010  Faith youth work camp Back Bay Mission 
July 22-26,2010  Mid-Atlantic Regional Youth Event  
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  “Erase the Hate”—Neighbors  in Need 
 

“Erase the Hate” is the simple, direct message promoted in the 
Toledo, Ohio, area by a growing collaboration of religious, educa-
tional, and community organizations supported by the UCC’s 
Neighbors in Need offering last year. 
 

Envisioning a world free from discrimination and oppression, Toledo 
Area Ministries (TAM) and the Erase the Hate (EtH) Campaign pro-
mote a vision of a community where all races, religions and cultures 
live in peace, harmony and mutual respect. 
 

TAM Executive Director, Rev. Stephen D. Anthony, is focused on tak-
ing the Erase the Hate campaign to a new level:  “We have leased six 
billboards, printed 2,500 campaign fliers, and produced over 1,000 
‘EtH’ buttons and t-shirts that we hand out at our events. Additionally, 
we are looking to present ourselves on social networks such as Face-
book where people can connect and learn more about EtH.” 
 

“Erase the Hate.”  It’s a simple message that takes a lot of work, dedi-
cation, and imagination to promote.  It also takes funding, and your 
gift to Neighbors in Need means that the United Church of Christ can 
help excellent programs like the Erase the Hate campaign to reach 
success.  Thank you! 

God is still speaking... 

   United Church of Christ 

  Mission Moment                      October 2009 

 
2010 Entertainment Books are now available and are 
on sale from our Senior Choir members. The price 
remains the same at $20.  Any questions, contact 
Jean Rau at 610-865-1448. 
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OCTOBER BIBLE READINGS  

 

October 1  
2 Kings 18:28-37; 1 Corinthians 9:1-15; Matthew 7:22-29  

 

October 2  
2 Kings 19:1-20; 1 Corinthians 9:16-27; Matthew 8:1-17  

 

October 3  
2 Kings 19:21-36; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Matthew 8:18-27  

 

October 4  
2 Kings 20:1-21; Acts 12:1-17; Luke 7:11-17  

 

October 5  
2 Kings 21:1-18; 1 Corinthians 10:14-11:1; Matthew 8:28-34  

 

October 6  
2 Kings 22:1-13; 1 Corinthians 11:2-22; Matthew 9:1-8  

 

October 7  
2 Kings 22:14-23:3; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34; Matthew 9:9-17  

 

October 8  
2 Kings 23:4-25; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; Matthew 9:18-26  

 

October 9  
2 Kings 23:36-24:17; 1 Corinthians 12:12-26; Matthew 9:27-34  

 

October 10  
Jeremiah 35:1-19; 1 Corinthians 12:27-13:3; Matthew 9:35-10:4  

 

October 11  
Jeremiah 36:1-10; Acts 14:8-18; Luke 7:36-50  

 

October 12  
Jeremiah 36:11-26; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Matthew 10:5-15  

 

October 13  
Jeremiah 36:27-37:2; 1 Corinthians 14:1-12; Matthew 10:16-23  

 

October 14  
Jeremiah 37:3-21; 1 Corinthians 14:13-25; Matthew 10:24-33  

 

October 15  
Jeremiah 38:1-13; 1 Corinthians 14:26-40; Matthew 10:34-42  
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October 16  

Jeremiah 38:14-28; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Matthew 11:1-6  
 

October 17  
Jeremiah 52:1-34; 1 Corinthians 15:12-29; Matthew 11:7-15  

 

October 18  
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14; Acts 16:6-15; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20  

 

October 19  
Jeremiah 44:1-14; 1 Corinthians 15:30-41; Matthew 11:16-24  

 

October 20  
Lamentations 1:1-12; 1 Corinthians 15:41-50; Matthew 11:25-30  

 

October 21  
Lamentations 2:8-15; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; Matthew 12:1-14  

 

October 22  
Ezra 1:1-11; 1 Corinthians 16:1-9; Matthew 12:15-21  

 

October 23  
Ezra 3:1-13; 1 Corinthians 16:10-24; Matthew 12:22-32  

 

October 24  
Ezra 4:7, 11-24; Philemon 1-25; Matthew 12:33-42  

 

October 25  
Haggai 1:1-2:9; Acts 18:24-19:7; Luke 10:25-37  

 

October 26  
Jeremiah 45:1-5; Revelation 1:4-20; Matthew 12:43-50  

 

October 27  
Ezra 5:1-17; Revelation 4:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9  

 

October 28  
Ezra 6:1-22;Revelation 5:1-10; Matthew 13:10-17  

 

October 29  
Nehemiah 1:1-11; Revelation 5:11-6:11; Matthew 13:18-23  

 

October 30  
Nehemiah 2:1-20; Revelation 6:12-7:4; Matthew 13:24-30  

 

October 31  
Nehemiah 4:1-23; Revelation 7:4-17; Matthew 13:31-35  
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Head Usher:  Debbie McCormick 
Financial Secretary:  Bob Shelly 
Contact Person:  Mim Allison 
Fellowship Hall Contact: Tim Hovis 
 
 

 Greeter Ushers Acolyte Lay 
Reader 

Nursery Flowers 

Oct. 4 
Com-
munion 

To be  
deter-
mined 

Karen & Chuck  
Talboo,  
Cathy Wimmer, 
Deb Herstine, 
Tom & Brenda 
Hovis, Sandy & 
Steve  
Sosnowsky 

Noah  
Kandt & 
Brent 
Christman 

Karen 
Talboo 

Heather 
Koser 

McCormick/
Orach 

Oct. 11 LaVerna 
Diehl 

Marian &  
Howard  
Barrick, Ken & 
Kim Ritter 

Catherine 
Stevenson 

Marv 
Neely 

Michele 
Keeler 

Anna Breisch 

Oct. 18 Youth Youth Youth Youth tbd Gary & Lois 
Hovis 

Oct. 25 Sue  
Walter 

Diane  
Neidemeier, Faye 
Tirpak, Jane Van 
Horn, Donna 
Schoenberger 

Brent 
Christman 

Ruth  
Cressman 

Debi 
Biery 

Mayo Lanning 
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2009  YTD Activity: Operating 
Cash 

Fund  
Raisers  

Combined 

YTD:        Receipts $124,839.50 $7,668  $132,507.75  

Disbursements $131,877.36 $4,572  $136,449.54  

Excess/ (Deficit) ($7,037.86) $3,096  ($3,941.79) 

    
Monthly:       Receipts $14,190.88 $0  $14,190.88  

Disbursements $14,141.21 $0  $14,141.21  

Excess/ (Deficit) $49.67  $0  $49.67  
    

I am your church envelope - 
 

I would like to talk with you, for I am part of you r church life. 
I may be a complete stranger to you, but I can help you be a better Christian. 

I like to go to worship on Sunday, for I help you to be Christ’s partner. 
I am very small, but I am the keystone of your church program. 

I am a weekly reminder of your daily blessings. 
I dare you to be as good to God as he has been to you. 

I am only paper, but I carry the full gift of a generous heart.  
I am the only pocketbook you need on Sunday, and I promise not to be a burden. 

I am your chance to preach, for I am a silent sermon of your devotion. 

 

From the Treasurer…  
       

 AUGUST 2009 Finance Report 

 

 Attendance Weekly 
Offering 

Joyful Noise 

8/2 60 1,593.00   
8/9 70 1,594.00 84.50 
8/16 65 1,785.06   

8/23 83 2,604.00   

8/30 91 2,213.00   

Mth Totals 369  $9,789  $84.50  

  YTD Totals 3577  $81,304  $716.00  
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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
Just a note to update you on events here in California. 
Mom (Gloria Arnold) has not been doing well. The seizures 
have stopped, but her health continues to deteriorate. The 
underlying condition is the stroke-induced dementia, and 
the doctors can do nothing about that. She is forgetting 

how to eat, how to chew and swallow. Some days she knows us and some days 
she doesn’t. Some days she talks a little bit and some days she doesn’t. She 
doesn’t seem to take pleasure in anything anymore. It’s very difficult to watch 
this happening.  
 
 

Thanks to all of you who have written to her recently. I read her all of the 
notes and letters even though she can’t really follow them anymore. My hope is 
that she at least understands who has written and that they care about her.  
 

Last Friday I signed her up for hospice care. She will remain living where she 
is because it is familiar, comfortable and she is well cared for there, but the 
difference is that a hospice nurse will come out to see her twice a week to 
monitor her health more closely. They will be able to handle any changes or 
emergencies there at her home, on call 24 hours a day. I hope you are all well 
and still finding some joy in life. 

Wanda Arnold 
 
 

 

To the congregation of Faith United Church of Christ, 
 

This is first a little note to say a special thank you to the congregation of our 
church for your prayers before I went into surgery for my back in May. Recu-
peration is very slow but, will be successful. My left leg needs a little more 
help. I know God will be kind. 
 

Pastor Bruce’s visit to our home after the operation was so appreciated. The 
soup he brought from the congregation was so appreciated, too, and delicious. 
Last, but not least, the flowers were so beautiful. Thank you each and every-
one. 

Patty Neely 
 
 
 



16 

 

Pastor Bruce and everyone at Faith UCC, 
 
Thank you for making our 
daughter’s baptism so  
special. We felt honored by 
the personal touches during 
the service and the beautiful 
music sung by the choir. 
Also, thank you for her  
welcome packet into the 
church. We just love the 
books, music, and cross for 
above her bed. We have  
experienced so much 
warmth from the people of the church and we are so happy to now be 
members. 
   

       With much gratitude, 
       Heather, Jack and Rylie Maginn 
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   Children’s Church- 
   Our first gathering of Children’s Church will be Sunday, 
   October 11, 2009. School age children up to 7th grade  
   children will enter worship with their families. After the  
   children’s message the children will leave  and attend their 
worship service. Under the guidance of Linda Lenhart the service will be 
based on the Bible lectionary of the Seasons of the Spirit. Children’s 
church will be offered the second Sunday of every month during worship. 
 

Teen Church- 
Sunday October 18, 2009 all 8th grade to 12th grade youth are 
invited to attend teen church with their peers. The youth will 
enter worship with their families and after the children’s mes-
sage will leave to attend Teen Church under the guidance of 
Linda Lenhart.  Teen church will be offered the third Sun-
day of every month during worship. For more info contact Linda 
Lenhart. 
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Menu Includes: 
Roast Beef • Mashed Potatoes with Gravy 

Carrots • Pickled Cabbage 
Rolls with butter 

Home Baked Desserts  
                Coffee • Soda • Juice    

    

Spread the word...Tell your friends and neighbors!!  Price is $9 for 
adults, $5 for children 5 to 11 years, and Children under 5 are free! 
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From the Secretary : 
 

The deadline  for November Newsletter articles and  
information is October 15th.  Please email  to  
Office@faithchurchucc.org or place them in  
the Secretary’s mailbox in the conference room.  

 
 

From the Worship Committee : 
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Please call the church office if you would like to sponsor flowers for 
2009. We are in need of sponsors for November 1st and Dec em-
ber 27th. The cost for flowers is $30.  
 

 
 

Thank you  for your continuing support of the Betty Lou's Pantry!   For the 
last two Sundays of August and the first two Sunday s 
of September, our donations included 249 items and 
$120.  Many thanks for your continuing support and 
very generous response to our appeals!   The recipients 
are particularly grateful for your generosity.  
  

Thank you also for supporting the Pantry with your  
service.  September 5 was the first of two Saturdays in September during 
which Faith UCC volunteers at the Pantry.  In addition to Henry and Sue  
Roberts, Donna Scheonberger, Diane Niedermeier, and me, the Youth 
Group, represented by Kate and Amanda Youngs, Gabby Koehnlein, Tori and 
Eric Schoenberger, Sarah Berghold, Elise and Brad Schafer, and Linda  
Lenhart, Tara Koehnlein, Sue Youngs, Jen Schafer and Sue Berghold also 
helped out.  They did an excellent job and really livened things up.  
  

Items needed at the Food Bank include:   
Pork and Beans                       Jelly (10 to 12 oz size) 
Canned Fish and Meat            Spaghetti Sauce                                 
Bathroom Tissue                     Paper towels 
Cereal                                     Beans 
Canned Fruit                            Macaroni and Cheese 
Canned Pasta                         Canned Vegetables 
Beef Stew                               Dry Pasta and Spaghetti 
Chili                                        Instant Soup 
Rice or Noodle Roni               Canned Tomatoes and Tomato Sauce 
  

If you are in need or know of someone in the area w ho is, please call 
Mandy Dicker @ 610-966-5599.  
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  Join us this                             at Faith UCC for  
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Only $15 for 15 Bingo Games 

$5 for 3 Specials 
Chinese Auction and Good Food 

�


�	��  Sunday, November 1,� 2009 
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NO ONE SHOULD EVER GO HUNGRY 

Our mission for the fall mini-basket bingo is to help replenish the nearly empty 
shelves at Betty Lou’s Pantry.  One year ago the pantry was serving 7-8 families 
from the Southern Lehigh area.   Donations from the 12 participating churches were 
able to provide enough food.  Today 33 families (over 100 individuals) are being as-
sisted by Betty Lou’s Pantry. With the help of Second Harvest, more food is avail-
able but it is still not enough.  We are asking your support by donating any of the 
following desperately needed products.  For every product donated, you will receive 
a ticket that will be placed into a drawing for a  basket.  A portion of the fundraiser’s 
proceeds will be donated to the pantry.   

We thank you for your support.  May God Bless You and Your Loved Ones! 
ITEMS NEEDED AT THE FOOD BANK:  

 

 Spaghetti Sauce 
 Spaghetti Noodles 
 Canned Fruit 
 Applesauce 
  Jelly 
  Toilet Tissue 

  Monetary Donations of $2 will receive a ticket 
 

Listed below are the products that may be given away at our mini-bingo: 
 

Regular Baskets: 
Fancy Round Pie Basket 
Multi-colored Bread Carrier 
2 Soup and Sandwich Plates and 2 Bowls 
Medium Oval Diamond Basket 
Oval Muffin Basket 
Cutting Board and Measuring Cup 
Autumn Leaves Large Berry w Lid 
Salt and Pepper Shakers w Caddy and Soap Pump 
Potluck Basket 
Chip and Dip Bowl 
Mail & Bill Basket and Pencil Basket 
Cake Basket 
Autumn Leaves Med Market w Lid 
Snowflake Cookie Basket Set 
Pantry Basket 
 

Specials: 
Large Market Basket 
Large Serving Tray 
Large Snowflake Cookie Basket w 2 Mugs & Cookie Tray 

 



21 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
            PSALM 46:1 

Homeless and Directionless Find Support 
 

St John’s Center in Northern Sri Lanka, which is part 
of Global Ministries’ partner the Church of the 
American Ceylon Mission, is working with twelve 
refugee camps which have been home to thousands 
displaced from their homes due to civil war. St 
John’s has nineteen volunteers, eleven pastors, one 
doctor and two nurses who are working tirelessly 
among the camps in a systematic and coordinated way offering subsistence 
food, child care centers, trauma counseling, medical assistance, clean water 
and sanitation.  
 
Recently, about three months after the end of the civil war, the Sri Lankan  
government decided to send 5000 refugees from the outer camps back to their 
own villages. St John’s received about 200 and gave them packages of food 
and basic clothes to start their new lives. Since their homes were destroyed 
they will go to live with relatives. The elderly were also released, many have 
no where to go. St John’s is working to accommodate these elders on a tempo-
rary basis in elderly facilities.  
 
Over 300,000 people are still in the camps. About 40% of the displaced are 
children many of whom are unaccompanied by family members. Their care is 
the subject of conversations between the government, social agencies and faith 
groups like St. John’s.  
 
“Thank you very sincerely for your timely support and prayers in taking care 
of the refugees. Please uphold our ministry in your thoughts and prayers.”  
 
Rev. Dr. S. Jeyanesan is Chair of CACM, and Project Director of St John’s and 
wrote this letter to James Vijayakumar, Global Ministries Southern Asia Area  
Executive.  

OCTOBER 
2009 
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01   Mildred Crush  
02   Amanda Giamalis  
02   Lydia Shook  
03   Matthew Mayrosh  
04   Sandra Partington  
04   Brittney Campbell  
06   Bob Grammer  
07   Amanda Gunkle  
08   Karen Long  
10   Garnet Szilagyi  
10   Jean Olesen  
11   Estella Weidner  
11   Sandra Shook  
12   Doris Horwath  
12   Danielle Ruser  
13   Heather Erney  
14   Ian Long  
14   Sarah Pitsilos  
16   Grace Uninsky  
16   Patience Stevenson  
17   Dorothy Miller  
17   Kraig Koehnlein  
18   Larry Weidner  
18   Christopher Pitsilos  
19   Ben Muth  
21   Ruth Weber  

21   Doug Jenny  
21   Alexander Bross  
21   Logan Koch  
22   Irma Buchman  
22   Richard Woodring Jr.  
22   Debby Herstine  
23   Jean Rau  
23   Thomas Tilley  
24   Wayne Biery  
24   Brandon Davis  
25   Jane Lenner  
25   Debi Biery  
26   Elsie Jacoby  
27   Marion Koyen  
27   Janet Webster  
27   Ron Demkee  
27   Charles Castetter  
27   Kyle Behmlander  
27   Anthony DiSanto  
28   Sue Berghold  
28   Trevor Campbell  
30   Debra Miller  
31   Eleanor Nolt  
31   Mim Allison  
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