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Faith United Church of Christ
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5992 Route 378
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Center Valley, PA 18034
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2018 Consistory
President: Wes Koser
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Vice President: Deb Orach
Secretary: Michele Keeler

Elders:
Mim Allison
Deb Orach
Wes Koser
Jane Van Horn

Deacons:
Michele Keeler
Qiyi Zhu Stoffey
John Barone
Kevin Long

Colleen Kandt
Barb Scattergood
Tom Berghold
Mary Ellen Long

Church Treasurer: Joe Orach
Liaisons:
Christian Ed— John Barone
Fellowship/Outreach—John Barone
Property—Wes Koser
Worship—Mim Allison
Mission—Barb Scattergood
Day Care—Colleen Kandt
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Kitchen Krew—Jane Van Horn
Enduring/Memorial—Mary Ellen Long
Staff Relations—Qiyi Zhu Stoffey
Budget & Finance—Deb Orach
Youth Group—Kevin Long
Fundraising—Michele Keeler

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
If it wasn’t the first Worship Committee meeting that I attended as your new pastor then it was the second. We all sat in
Althea Stahler’s living room enjoying something sweet and delicious that she had baked just for us earlier in the day. We were all
settled in and Althea took an “educational piece” that had come
from our Conference Office. The topic was the appropriateness
of children taking communion. She put it before me and with a
stern voice said, “Don’t tell me we’re going to talk about THIS
again!” I thought to myself: “Uh oh. This has touched a nerve
but I’m new here and I haven’t the foggiest idea why this is such
a sensitive issue.” And so I wasn’t quite sure how to respond but
I reached deep into my pastoral wisdom, compassion, and empathy and simply said “Well, not tonight!”
I felt like I dodged a bullet that night which gave me time to
talk to members of the church about the issue and why there was
so much sensitivity around it. After hearing the stories I concluded that there were more pressing issues to deal with in the
ministry of our church so I put children and communion on the
back burner.
But as time went on I would meet new people who had expressed interest in becoming members of Faith Church. They
would ask many questions about the church and its mission but
eventually they would ask me if their children would be welcome
at Christ’s Table. I didn’t quite know how to answer the question
because while we had a “tradition” we did not have a “policy”
about children and communion and since I became your pastor
we never had a serious conversation on the topic. It quickly be3

came clear to me that it was time to have an open and frank conversation about the issue. So a committee with representatives from
Consistory, the Christian Education, and the Worship Committees
met regularly for over a year studying, praying, discerning, and
seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit to see if God was leading us
to a new understanding of how we practiced this sacrament and we
did conclude that children did deserve a place at Christ’s Table if
they received proper education and their parents wished it. The
very next year a large group of children had their first communion
the first Sunday of Advent and you know what? The church roof
did not fall in!
Sometimes churches need to have such conversations, not to
speak, but in order to listen and hear the voice of God.
Over the last few years people inquiring about our church have
asked me a new question. I keep getting asked typical ones such
as: Do you have a youth group? Please tell me about your Sunday
School. What is the style of your worship, your music; do you
have a nice choir? All questions you would expect to be asked by
someone interested in visiting or joining a church. But this new
question is one that I have come to expect: “I’m in a same sex relationship. Will your church accept me and my partner?” Sadly I
can’t answer that question. I can only answer for myself. I can’t
answer that question because we as a church have never had that
conversation. The sheer number of people who continue to ask me
that question has convinced me: it is time for us to have this conversation and listen and hear the voice of God.
To this end a task force has been established in our church
called the Open and Affirming Discernment Group. Open and Affirming (ONA) is an official designation of congregations and other
settings in the United Church of Christ that affirms the full inclu4

sion of members of the LGBT community in the church’s life and
ministry. This Discernment group will study the many issues related
to theology, church life, Christian values and principles, and Christian hospitality and inclusiveness. Most importantly they will listen
to each other, they will listen to you, and even more importantly,
they will call upon and listen to the voice and direction of the spirit
in an attempt to propose a covenant to the entire congregation affirming a commitment to fully include all people into the life and full
participation of the church.
This will be a slow process. No timetable has been set. Nor, for
that matter, has any single goal been set other than how to be more
welcoming and inclusive to people in our midst who have felt marginalized by the church and yet still seek a community in which they
are fully accepted, their personhood authenticated, their faith nurtured, their gifts for ministry are welcomed and exercised, and feel
the embrace of their brothers and sisters in Christ.
We will take as much time as is necessary to be faithful. There
will be moments for necessary pauses for reflection and prayer.
However you will be updated every step of the way. There are 16
steps to this discernment process and we have completed the first
two: 1. Form a core team and 2. Connect with the Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ. The next step will be
to gather information about our church. No ONA process should begin without some reflection on the unique culture of our congregation.
Just as we will do our best to keep you completely informed, no
meeting of this Discernment Group will be private. Anyone is welcome to attend any meeting. Watch the calendar in Focus on Faith
for meeting times, dates, and places as well in your weekly worship
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bulletin calendar and on the weekly email: This Week at
Faith. You can also OPENLY speak to any member of the
Discernment Group. The members are: John Barone, Ron
Demkee, Dennis Frantz, Kristin Jellison, Noah Kandt, Deb
Orach, Barbara Scattergood, Donna Schoenberger, Chuck
Talboo, Chris Youngs, and of course myself.
And so stay tuned. More information will come about
this next chapter in the life of Faith Church!
Peace,

The Church Office
will be closed
February 19, 2018
in observance of
President’s Day
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I AM
A Lenten Series Exploring the “I AM” Sayings of Jesus
Once again we will be joining St. John’s U.C.C., Morning
Star Moravian Church, and Frieden’s Lutheran Church for a
mid week Lenten Program on Tuesday nights. Jesus calls
himself the Bread of life, the Light of the world, the Door of
the sheep, the Resurrection and the Life and the true Vine.
He identifies himself with the name of God, “I AM.” Jesus is I
AM, the God who saves and sets people free!
Each evening program will begin at 6:00 with a time of
fellowship over a simple meal of soup and bread followed by
a time of worship that explores one of Jesus’ “I AM” statements. This is schedule of programs:
2/20
2/27
3/06
3/13
3/20

St. John’s U.C.C., Coopersburg
Faith U.C.C., Center Valley
Friedens Lutheran, Saucon Valley
Morning Star Moravian Church, Coopersburg
St. John’s U.C.C., Coopersburg
– Covered Dish Dinner

If you are planning on attending any of these evenings
please give the church office a call so we can let our sister
churches know of our numbers and they can plan appropriately.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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A NOTE FROM OUR
PASTOR OF DISCIPLESHIP
"What is the value of a warm welcome and hospitality?" the sage
asked the seeker.
"Well at the tavern, a room for the night costs ten shillings," the
seeker replied.
"That's not what I asked," said the sage.
The seeker scratched his head.
"I will tell you the answer, though you will not understand it until
you experience it," the sage stated as he lit a fire for the seeker to warm
himself and began brewing a kettle for tea.
"One cannot buy genuine hospitality for all the shillings in the
world, and yet if you paid one penny to gain hospitality it wouldn't be
hospitality--it would be a service rendered for payment." The sage went
about his business preparing the bed closest to the fire for the seeker.
"Hospitality is not merely an act, but a spirit in which one puts forth the
effort."
The value of hospitality is priceless and cannot be bought. I have
served in churches in which it was acceptable to give entirely no welcome to a new pastor, and I've worked in churches where the hospitality
was obligatory.
It is with a grateful and joyful heart that I must offer my sincere
thanks to Faith UCC for the welcome I have received in your community. Your hospitality is and will continue to be a priceless treasure I will
hold in my heart for all the days I serve Christ's love alongside you.
When the seeker woke, the sage had breakfast prepared for him and
invited him to eat at his table.
"Such a willing spirit you possess, sage," the seeker said. "I now
know it is that spirit which gives value to what you have done for me."
The sage responded with only a smile.
Thank you,
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FEBRUARY 4, 2018
10:15 AM

Ash Wednesday Service
February 14, 2018
7:30 pm
Communion will be served
BLANKET SUNDAY - Please take a moment to read
the CWS Blanket Insert included in your
newsletter. The Special Offering will be
collected on February 26th. Special offering envelopes will be available in the
narthex. Our goal is to collect $1,000 to
purchase 100 blankets!
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Happy Epiphany to Everyone!
Thank you so much for your thoughtful goodies
that you stuffed into my stocking! You all know me
so well; some fine milk chocolates and assorted
homemade goodies, gift cards for tasty lunches, enough Starbucks
gift cards to get me though several months, a few new Santa’s, and
a warm lap quilt just to name a few of the treasures that I found
stuffed into the stocking. I have established a new tradition for
myself ever since the “Stocking Tradition” started. After my family has finished exchanging gifts on Christmas morning I go to a
quiet place in the house by myself and go through the contents of
the stocking. It always reminds me of how fortunate I am to serve
you as your pastor. Thank you for your kind generosity. My God
bless you richly in this new year. - Pastor Bruce
Dear Friends,
I want to thank you all for your thoughtfulness this Christmas! I
received so many wonderful cards and gifts inside that gigantic
stocking—and appreciate each one very much! I also want to
thank you for your continued support over the years and look forward to another busy year at Faith!!
Happy New Year!
Sandy
Dear Faith Family,
Again, a big thanks for the great Christmas gifts. They are so
much appreciated. My 4 year old Granddaughter said she wished
she worked for the church so she could get a big Christmas Stocking. (Maybe your next Sexton!)
God bless you in the coming year!
Your Sexton,
Dorothy
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2018 Annual Faith Church Talent Auction
Our Annual On-Line Talent Auction will begin
on February 4th and run through February 25th!
You can help to make this one of our top fundraisers of the year!! If you can provide an item
or talent to auction off, please email the details
to Wes Koser at koser1@yahoo.com!
Share the website with your friends and
neighbors!

www.32auctions.com/fucc2018
Items up for bid could include delectable homemade foods,
entire meals delivered to your door, household services like
HVAC maintenance, gardening, sports certificates, travel
bargains, computer technical assistance, specialty services,
hand crafted items and more all donated by church members.
All items or services are intended for local pick up and not to
be extended outside of the Lehigh Valley, PA.

Doug & Dee Hutchinson
(new mailing address)
125 California Rd.
Quakertown, PA 18951
(Updated Directories are available in the Narthex. A link to the directory is also included on the weekly emails sent out.)
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THOSE WHO WILL SERVE IN

FEBRUARY

Head Usher: Barb Scattergood
Nursery: Diane Talaber
Financial Secretary: Bob Shelly
February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Greeter

Scouts

Faye Tirpak

Sherry
Meluskey

Henry & Sue
Roberts

Ushers

Scouts

Joe & Deb
Orach
Wes &
Heather Koser

George Rau
Donna S
Tom &
Brenda Hovis

Ken & Kim
Ritter
Cindy
Talaber

Lay
Reader

Scouts

Darin Jellison Ron Demkee Donna S

Acolytes

Scouts

Alex & Will
Kane

Noah Jellison Avery Koser
Morgan Webb Connor
Licairac

Nursery
Helper

Tbd

Tbd

Tbd

Tbd

Flowers

Kane

Stevenson

Talboos

Available

ASH WEDNESDAY VOLUNTEERS:
Greeter: LaVerna Diehl
Ushers: Chuck & Karen Talboo
George Rau & Sue Walter
Acolytes: Avery Koser, Noah Ritter
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FROM THE TREASURER—
DECEMBER FINANCIALS

DECEMBER
Receipts

MONTH
$28,798

YTD
$266,937

Last Year
$24,669
$232,323

Disbursements

$20,924

$264,254

$22,478

$232,005

$7,874

$2,683

$533

$318

Weekly
Attend.
111
96
151
158
180
32

Weekly
Offering
$ 2,640
$ 2,611
$ 4,201
$ 3,671
$ 2,821
$ 892
$ 1,232
$ 2,510

over/under
$3500 goal
($860)
($890)
$701
$171
($679)
($2,608)
$1,232
$2,510

728

$20.578

($422)

12/3
12/10
12/17
12/24 am
12/24 pm
12/31
Year End
Christmas Letter
Total

Special Offerings:
Christmas Fund—$198
Neighbors in Need—$25
OCWM—$65
Helping Hands—$105
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From the Secretary:

The deadline for March Newsletter articles and information is
February 10th. Please email to faithchurchcv@gmail.com or
place them in the Secretary’s mailbox in the conference room.
The 2018 ALTAR FLOWER SCHEDULE has several openings—
February 25, March 4, 25, April 15, April 29, May 13, June 24,
July 1, 22, 29, August 5, 12,26, September 2, 30, October 7, 21,
28, November 25. The cost will remain $34 for the new year. Call
the office to reserve your date!
Many thanks for your support of Betty Lou’s Pantry!
For the last three Sundays of December and the first
two Sundays of January, our regular donations
included 196 items and $75. Currently, over 100
families are being assisted. All of the recipients are very
grateful for your generosity.

MOST NEEDED ITEMS:

LIQUID LAUNDREY DETERGENT • CANNED PASTA • BAKED BEANS
CANNED TUNA • BOXED POTATOES • CHUNKY/HEARTY SOUPS
BOXED PASTA (NO SPAGHETTI) •
Items stocked at the Pantry include:
Pork & Beans
Chili
Canned Fish (salmon) & Meat Canned Pasta
Peanut Butter
Canned Tomatoes & Canned Sauce
Kidney & Black Beans
Chunky Soups
Canned fruit
Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Tuna
Canned Vegetables
Beef Stew
Dry Pasta & Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Tuna

Monetary Donations are a particularly effective way to help the Pantry. A
donation of $10 will buy over 60 lbs of food through Second Harvest. If you
are in need or know of someone in the area who is, please call 610-2822838 and leave a message, or email bettylouspantry18036@gmail.com
—Mike Ford
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Mission News
The Mission Team would like to challenge you to support the Souper Bowl of
Caring by bringing several of these food
items EACH SUNDAY THROUGH
FEBRUARY 25:
BEEF STEW

HEARTY SOUP

CHILI

We challenge the congregation to donate at least 125 cans of soup.
Donations can be left in the Narthex in the bin marked for Souper
Bowl of Caring.
“SOUPER” Bowl of Caring Homemade Soup Lunch
When:
Sunday, February 18 (Snow Date -March 4)
Time:
After Worship
Where:
Fellowship Hall
What’s Needed? Please bring a Crockpot full of your favorite
Home-Made Soup, Chili or Stew to share.
Bread and Crackers will be provided.
Prizes:
If you wish to participate, your soup will be tasted
by a panel of highly trained judges (these are just
people who are really hungry) to see who at Faith
Church makes the BEST Soup!
Desserts:
Not a soup maker? Then bring a plate of cookies,
a pie, a cake, or some other yummy sweet treat.
OR just bring yourself & your appetite and enjoy
some fellowship with your church family!
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Holiday Hope Chests
A new shoe box mission is coming our way in
the Fall of 2018. The new mission is very similar
to Operation Christmas Child but the wrapped,
filled shoe boxes will be distributed by non-profit
organizations that exclusively serve children in the
Lehigh Valley.
Holiday Hope Chests is a national project adopted by the Volunteer Center of the Lehigh Valley, in partnership with Enterprise Holdings, UGI and
Kids Care Clubs to help less fortunate children living in the Lehigh Valley.
Holiday Hope Chests are individually prepared shoe boxes that are filled
with age/gender appropriate gifts, very similar to OCC.
What is the SAME as OCC?
~We will be filling shoe boxes with age and gender appropriate gifts
~Some empty, wrapped shoe boxes will be available at church
~A gift suggestion sheet and instructions and gift tags will be provided
~ Holiday Hope Chests will be collected and blessed at Faith Church in
late November
What is DIFFERENT from OCC?
~There is no request for a $9 shipping donation
~Faith Church or church members must provide all shoe boxes
~All items must be new and in original wrapping. Lightly used toys
will NOT be accepted.
~There will be NO packing party at Faith Church
What do we need you to do now?
~Please collect shoe boxes (NO Boot Boxes) and begin bringing them
to church
~Flip Top boxes are acceptable
~Volunteer to wrap boxes (wrapping paper and tape will be provided)
~Our GOAL is to donate 150 Holiday Hope Chests
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Joyful Noise Update for 2017: The children
wish to thank you for your generous offerings that
are collected on the second Sunday of each month.
This special offering is used for the sponsorship of
two children (Robert and Yousef), Reading Literacy
in Haiti, and Bethany Children’s Home.
In order to meet our pledges of $1,620 we
must average $135 monthly. For the past 12
months the average donations were $96.45.
Leaving us with a shortfall of $462.60 over
the past calendar year. Additional donations
can be made to the Mission Team. Thank
you.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
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$
$
$
$
$
$
$

116.84
107.28
108.29
77.18
94.85
82.59
83.86

August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL:

$ 105.79
$ 104.11
$ 68.98
$ 116.12
$ 91.51
$1,157.41

Helpful Kitchen Information
We are so fortunate to have such a nice kitchen facility and fellowship hall at Faith Church. We wish to thank you for taking such good
care of this much used area of our church and cleaning up after your
group when finished.
Please know that if you are having a church-related event using the
kitchen and fellowship hall, that you are welcome to use the paper
products, coffee and tea supplies that are available. It is not necessary to purchase your own paper products. There are adequate sugar
and sugar substitutes to last a very long time. Be sure to check for
these supplies before you hold your church-related event. If you
are in need of basic supplies please make Sandy aware of what
needs to be re-stocked.
If you have any leftover food please remove it from the refrigerators.
If it is left in the fridge it will be thrown out. If leaving a partial
container of juice or creamer please write the date on which it was
opened. Markers can be found in the drawer under the microwave
oven.
There are no recycling bins for plastic, glass or cans on church property. Please take these items to your own home for recycling.
Thank you once again for keeping our kitchen in top shape so that
church and community members feel comfortable when using this
facility.
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Christmas
Eve
2018
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FEBRUARY BIBLE READINGS

February 1
Gen. 23:1–20
Heb. 11:32–12:2
John 6:60–71
February 2
Gen. 24:1–27
Heb. 12:3–11
John 7:1–13
February 3
Gen. 24:28–38, 49–51
Heb. 12:12–29
John 7:14–36
February 4
Gen. 24:50–67
2 Tim. 2:14–21
Mark 10:13–22
February 5
Gen. 25:19–34
Heb. 13:1–16
John 7:37–52
February 6
Gen. 26:1–6, 12–33
Heb. 13:17–25
John 7:53—8:11

February 7
Gen. 27:1–29
Rom. 12:1–8
John 8:12–20

February 13
Prov. 30:1–4, 24–33
Phil. 3:1–11
John 18:28–38

February 8
Gen. 27:30–45
Rom. 12:9–21
John 8:21–32

February 14
Amos 5:6–15
Heb. 12:1–14
Luke 18:9–14

February 9
Gen. 27:46—28:4, 10–22
Rom. 13:1–14
John 8:33–47

February 15
Hab. 3:1–18
Phil. 3:12–21
John 17:1–8

February 10
Gen. 29:1–20
Rom. 14:1–23
John 8:47–59

February 16
Ezek. 18:1–4, 25–32
Phil. 4:1–9
John 17:9–19

February 11
Mal. 4:1–6
2 Cor. 3:7–18
Luke 9:18–27

February 17
Ezek. 39:21–29
Phil. 4:10–20
John 17:20–26

February 12
Prov. 27:1–6, 10–12
Phil. 2:1–13
John 18:15–18, 25–27

February 18
Dan. 9:3–10
Heb. 2:10–18
John 12:44–50
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February 19
Gen. 37:1–11
1 Cor. 1:1–19
Mark 1:1–13

February 25
Gen. 41:14–45
Rom. 6:3–14
John 5:19–24

February 20
Gen. 37:12–24
1 Cor. 1:20–31
Mark 1:14–28

February 26
Gen. 41:46–57
1 Cor. 4:8–20 (21)
Mark 3:7–19a

February 21
Gen. 37:25–36
1 Cor. 2:1–13
Mark 1:29–45
February 22
Gen. 39:1–23
1 Cor. 2:14—3:15
Mark 2:1–12

February 27
Gen. 42:1–17
1 Cor. 5:1–8
Mark 3:19b–35

February 23
Gen. 40:1–23
1 Cor. 3:16–23
Mark 2:13–22
February 24
Gen. 41:1–13
1 Cor. 4:1–7
Mark 2:23—3:6
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February 28
Gen. 42:18–28
1 Cor. 5:9—6:11
Mark 4:1–20

02 Jared Lenner
04 Darin Jellison
Griffin Koch
05 Brett Dill
Karlee Allison
06 Tracy Adams
Robert Campbell
07 Ben Keeler
10 Ethan Stevenson
13 Grace Koch
Susan Hardy
14 Jade Stoffey
15 Miriam Beck
Joe Smith
Molly Grammer
17 Mark Christman
Jessica Castetter
Richard Shelly, Jr

18 Steve Fosbenner
Eric Hite
19 Sandy Sosnowsky
Jon Marie Miller
22 Nancy Gollie
Dana Kernick
Monica Gunkle
Elisa Talboo
23 Brenda Hovis
24 Marian Barrick
25 Mark Wimmer
28 Donald Koch, Jr

Please call the church office with any omissions or corrections.
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