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Faith United Church of Christ
5992 Route 378
Center Valley, PA 18034
610-282-3939
Office@faithchurchucc.org
www.faithchurchucc.org

Thank you to the
newsletter crew for
their help in mailing
the newsletters this
month Ruth Cressman, LaVerna Diehl,
Joan Hassler, Evelyn Hovis,
and Sue Walter

We are a people
who have come together
through a common faith,
a common love,
and a common covenant
with the triune God;
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
and together we endeavor
to be a community of
worship,
education,
mission,
fellowship,

2018—2019 Consistory
Officers:
President: Deb Orach
Vice President: Kevin Long
Secretary: Mary Ellen Long
Elders:
Deacons:
Deb Orach
Colleen Kandt
Mim Allison
Tom Berghold
Jane Van Horn
Barb Scattergood
Kevin Long
Mary Ellen Long

John Barone
Samantha Ritter
Becky Hite
Justin Koser

Church Treasurer: Joe Orach

Liaisons: to be determined at next Consistory meeting
2

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Another election is upon us and as with every election there are
campaign signs appearing. You can find them everywhere and
I’m sure more and more will appear before Election Day, November 6th. When so many signs start to clutter up the sides of the
roads and front yards I stop paying attention to them. Its just too
much to take in.
I guess its because there aren’t too many signs posted yet that I
noticed three of them as I was driving on various days that really
caught my attention. One is too political to be mentioned here
but the other two are very appropriate. I will share one with you
this month. You’ll have to wait until next month for the second
one and the “inappropriate one.
One was in front of a church. It said
Lord, help me be the kind of person my
dog thinks I am.” If you have a dog
then you know that your dog does not
judge you. You’re dog loves you unconditionally. Even when you speak
harshly to your dog, forget to feed him,
ignore him too long, and leave him
alone out or outside in the rain your dog
is always too quick to forgive and
promptly treat you like the most perfect
creature that God has ever created with
complete appreciation, affection, unconditional love, and fierce
protection.
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Some years ago a single friend of mine told me that as he was looking for a partner in life he was looking for someone who would
treat him like the most important person in the world. I told him to
get a dog.
But our dogs think we are the best people in the world! They think
we are perfect! The Stevenson’s have two cats now and while they
think we are “o.k.”, cats have a way of pointing out our imperfections.
I think the sign is right and very wise. We would do well to follow
the examples of our dogs. Our love should not be conditional. We
should be more accepting. We should be quick to forgive. We
should be more cheerful. We should find contentment in all circumstances and, perhaps most importantly, we should be quick to
forgive completely.
Take a page out of your dog’s book and be the person God wants
you to be!
Peace,

Special thanks to Alex Kane for choosing to do his Eagle
Project here at Faith Church. Alex and his crew organized
the Scout shed by the garage and in doing so we have
gained more storage space for the church. More details
and pictures will be included in the November issue of
Focus on Faith!
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FROM THE DISCIPLESHIP DESK
“Do you wanna turn the living room into a movie theater tonight?”
My dad asked me that question almost every night before we settled in
to watch TV together. The dark room filled with the glow from our
thirty inch TV screen made me feel like I was in a multiplex. The simple act of turning off the light turned regular nights at home into experiences and memories that live with me to this day.
I know it did the same for my father, but what I didn’t realize the
“movie theater effect” was only part of my dad’s motivation for turning the lights off. That’s right, he wanted to save money on the electricity and the fewer hours the lamps were on in the house, the less
power the family was using.
My dad lied to me ***gasp*** or at least he didn’t tell me the whole
truth. Either way, it was kind of deceptive.
Jesus never lied about anything, but I imagine Christ’s Apostles were
unsettled by the mysterious nature that some of his teachings contained. When he said, “I will destroy this temple and raise it in three
days.” (John 2:9 and Mark 14:58) The disciples thought he spoke of
the Herod’s Temple, but he meant his own body. Even after his crucifixion, his followers thought his entire ministry was for nothing. I’m
sure some of them were wondering if they’d been deceived. Jesus didn’t always let the whole truth be known. When Peter calls him the
Messiah, Jesus instructs him to tell no one.
Did his instruction change his message? No. Would broadcasting that
he was the Messiah changed how people viewed and understood him?
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Yes. Did my dad’s secret motivation keep me from enjoying movie
nights with my him? No. Would knowing his motivation have
changed how I felt about watching movies in the dark? Probably. Do
I care about his motives now? Absolutely not. I do the same thing
with Cora all the time.
Yes, Jesus asked his followers to keep his true identity from the public. He needed to be viewed as relatable. Had this knowledge not
been withheld, it would have weakened his ministry and his ability to
connect with those he was trying to reach. It also allowed them to
live in the mystery of what his identity could be. If he revealed his
identity, there’d be nothing for people to talk about.
Jesus didn’t keep his people in the dark forever—just until the time
was right. When they were ready for the whole truth.
There is still mystery surrounding Christ in which we live. Who is
Christ asking us to be? How is Christ molding us to do the ministries
for which he calls us forth? If there were no mystery, we wouldn’t
need our faith. If all the questions were answered, we wouldn’t do
any searching. Without the searching, we’d never have to search for
Christ in the world around us. Becoming complacent would be easy.
We are called to be the opposite of complacent. We are called to keep
moving through the mystery to find the grace along the way. In that
search, we trust that our faith will lead us home.
Blessings Always,
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Thank you to all who worked for making Rally Day a
faithful success! We all had a great time touring the
church and learning about the symbols we see around
us as we come to give praise to God. Darin, thank you
for your musical talents. Thank you to those who were
involved in the food prep. And of course, thank you to the excellent teachers and helpers. Your energy and enthusiasm is above
and beyond. Not enough can be said about the beautiful work in
Christ all the Christian Ed volunteers, teachers and helpers alike, do
every day!

Rally Day
Sunday,
September 9, 2018

Destiny and Direction
Who are you and what do you do? A question many of us have
struggled with and should struggle with from time to time. These are
the questions Faith Youth Group will wrestle with on Sunday,
October 21st during the worship hour. We invite youth from
grades K-12 to join in on the brainstorming and visioning in this
exciting time of the life of the Youth Group. Naming your group and
defining a purpose is the moment that the youth will take ownership
of and responsibility for their Youth Group. To the youth of Faith
UCC, I say this: YOU choose the destiny and direction of your
group. I can’t wait to see you on the 21st as you become a part of
this incredible time.
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Perkins Pies!
In November, the Youth Group will be
holding a Perkins Pies fundraiser. The
fundraiser will land just in time for you
to get your pies for Thanksgiving!
Keep your eyes open for more information and order forms.
Firing Our Faith
On December 2nd, the Youth Group will be offering their artistic
talents as they decorate pottery and have it fired just in time for
Christmas gifts. Stay tuned for more information!

Music and Special Events
Fall 2018 at Faith Church
The musicians of Faith Church have regrouped and rehearsals are
underway preparing all kinds of choral and instrumental music for the
new season. All Singers are most welcomed and gather Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 pm in the nave. We have a flexible schedule to meet
your needs. Free music, a wardrobe fitting and an opportunity to
meet and make new friends at Faith are just a few of the advantages
when you participate. Send a note, give a call to Kapellmeister
Dennis Duda for additional information.
Our services have taken on a new form in blending traditional wor8

ship with a contemporary flare. Monthly, Darin Jellison offers a
special variety of vocal music with guitar and piano. And, the newly
installed video and sound system enhances and expands our worship
experience at Faith Church.
We’re also integrating community outreach music programming. At
morning worship on November 11, Daniel Rodriguez will offer
America themed vocal pieces. Mr. Rodriguez is the guest soloist with
Allentown Symphony Orchestra for their weekend of concerts. Faith
Church will host two concerts this season sponsored by the Chamber
Music Society of Bethlehem presenting Schumann String Quartet
on Sunday, November 11 at 3:00 pm with music of Schubert,
Hindemith and Brahms, and, on Friday, November 30 at 7:30 pm
the Walden Nonet, comprised of 9 chamber artists with an array of
instruments, offering music of Martinu, Nielsen, Strauss and Spohr.
These are world-class, internationally acclaimed ensembles that I’m
sure you will enjoy. These are ticketed events and are available at
congregational discount in advance at $15.00 only from music director Dennis Duda. If purchased at the door they are $27.00. Shop
early!
On a personal note, Diane and I want to thank all of you for the many
cards, flowers, dish gardens, phone calls, contributions to the
Alzheimers Foundation, kind words and gestures of support with the
sudden passing of Dad earlier this summer. Truly it was deeply
appreciated. Thank you so much.
Dennis Duda
Director of Music
Puzzle Answer:
F R I E N D; Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the
pleasantness of a friend springs from their heartfelt advice. Proverbs
27:9, NIV
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Within Our Church Family
Henry Roberts passed away on August 28, 2018 at
the age of 77.
Eleanor Nolt passed away on
September 22, 2018 at the age of 91.
Please keep the Roberts Family and the Nolt Family
in your thoughts and prayers.
Alison, Dane and big brother, Miles
welcomed a baby boy on September 6, 2018.
Paul Alan Stebbings weighed 7 lbs., 7 oz. and was
19 3/4” long. Proud Grandparents
—Bob & Patti Shelly!
Scott & Elisa Smith welcomed their son,
Nathan James Smith, on September 12, 2018.
Nathan weighed 7 lbs. and was 17” long.
Proud Grandparents—Joe & Ruth Smith!
God’s Blessings on the arrival of these little additions!!
Dear Pastor Stevenson and FAITH UCC Church Family,
Thank you so much for the way you have all been ministering to
me during these last months of both physical and emotional
struggles. Your kind and loving spirit of reaching out to me has
been on encouragement and great support to me—and I greatly
appreciate it. Thank you again for your kindness through your
visits, phone calls, and cards. Please continue to keep our family
in your prayers.
Sincerely,
Dorothy Miller
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OCTOBER
Head Usher—to be determined
Financial Secretary—Bob Shelly
Nursery—Diane Talaber

THOSE WHO WILL SERVE IN

Oct 7
Ruth Cressman

Oct 14
Joan Hassler

Oct 21
Don & Tootie
Koch

Oct 28
Doris Horwath

Ushers

Wes & Heather
Koser
Donna
Schoenberger
George Rau

Jane Van Horn
Deb Herstine
Mim Allison
Mitzi Foulke

Tony & Sandi
DiSanto
Joan Jones
Cindy Talaber

John, Donna,
& Tyshon
Barone
Sue Walter

Lay
Reader

Donna
Schoenberger

Mary Ellen Long

Joan Hassler

Wes Koser

Alex Kane
Will Kane

Noah Jellison

Damyn
Allison

Stevenson

Available

Walter

Tom Hovis

Tony DiSanto

Scott
Christman

Greeter

Acolytes Noah Ritter
Avery Koser
Flowers

Erney

Fin. Sec. Scott Christman
Sunday, October 7th

The Church
Office will be
closed
Monday,
October 8th
in observance of
Columbus Day
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FROM THE TREASURER
AUGUST FINANCIALS

AUGUST 2017
Receipts

INCOME
EXPENSE
$15,259.00 $153,115.48

Disbursements

$20,971.87 $165,309.47
($5,712.87) ($12,193.99)

Weekly
Attend.
8/5
8/12
8/19
8/26
Total

Weekly
Offering

over/under
$3500 goal

71
56
44
62

$
$
$
$

3,240
1,936
2,381
2,033

($260)
($1,564)
($1,119)
($1,467)

233

$

9,591

($4,410)

(Our weekly offering goal is $3,500)
Special Offerings:
Betty Lou’s Pantry—$21
Fundraising Income:
Paper Recycling—$197.50
Yardsale/Crafters—$90
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From the Secretary:

The deadline for November Newsletter articles and information is October 10th. Please email to faithchurchcv@gmail.com or place them in the Secretary’s mailbox
in the conference room.
ALTAR FLOWER dates available:
—September 30, October 21, November 25
Call the office to reserve your dates. The cost is $34.

Many thanks for your support of Betty Lou’s Pantry
as summer ends! For the last two Sundays of
August and the first two Sundays of September, our
regular donations included 148 items and $110.56.

ITEMS CURRENTLY NEEDED:
CANNED PASTA • BAKED BEANS
CHUNKY/HEARTY SOUPS
BOXED POTATOES • CANNED TUNA
Items stocked at the Pantry include:
Pork & Beans
Chili
Canned Fish (salmon) & Meat Canned Pasta
Peanut Butter
Canned Tomatoes & Canned Sauce
Kidney & Black Beans
Chunky Soups
Canned fruit
Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Tuna
Canned Vegetables
Beef Stew
Dry Pasta & Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Tuna

Monetary Donations are a particularly effective way to help the Pantry. A
donation of $10 will buy over 60 lbs of food through Second Harvest. If you
are in need or know of someone in the area who is, please call 610-2822838 and leave a message, or email bettylouspantry18036@gmail.com
—Mike Ford
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HOLIDAY HOPE CHESTSThrough the Volunteer Center of the Lehigh Valley
Faith Church will be participating in a new Christmas shoe box ministry this holiday season. Wrapped shoe boxes and specific directions
will be provided on Sunday, October 28. All packed shoe boxes
must be returned to church by Sunday, November 18 for delivery
after Thanksgiving for processing during the Christmas Season. All
Holiday Hope Chests will be delivered in the Lehigh Valley. Please
join the fun and make the holiday season a little brighter for children
right here!
You are Invited to Help Wrap Shoe Boxes
Our Holiday Hope Chest Goal is 150 shoes boxes. We have a few
“wrappers” who have been working diligently all summer to wrap
nearly 100 boxes already. We need to wrap another 50 boxes by
October 28. In order to accomplish this we will be gathering at the
Talboo’s house beginning Tuesday, October 9 from 9-11 am. Breakfast snacks will be provided along with delicious, fresh brewed coffee
or tea. If you need a ride, let us know and we will arrange for you to
be here to join the fun. If you cannot join us on Tuesdays or would
like to wrap in the comfort of your own home, please let Karen T
know and she’ll provide you with boxes, wrapping paper and tape.
Please let us know if you plan to join us.
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Encouraging our College Students
For those of us who have left home for the first time after graduation,
whether it be to attend college or service or some other adventure, it
can be a difficult and lonely time. Faith Church would like to provide
encouragement to our first year college students—Spencer Gunkle,
Autumn Kandt, Kraig Koehnlein, and Ben Muth— and let them
know that they are not forgotten and we are praying for their success.
We can all do this by sending cards and care packages. The post office has boxes for a flat fee that can be jammed as full as you want
with treats and fun things. Or send a note with a gift card to any
place to eat. Anytime is a good time whether it be right now or during finals. This would mean so much to these students. (Address labels will be available in the Narthex)
Dress –A- Girl - A Request for More Dresses
In February, 2019 Karen Long will be participating in a medical
Mission Trip to Cap Haitien, Haiti. Karen will be leading a team
comprised of 9 therapists, doctors, nurses, prosthetists and a school
nurse. Part of their day is spent teaching at the Hospital de Baptiste
Haiti. This hospital is an acute care hospital, a walk in clinic and a
rehabilitation hospital all in one. On this property is the Maison de
Benediction, which is a respite care center for children with disabilities. These children stay at the center Monday through Friday
and leave with either parents, hospital employees or foster parents on
a Friday morning. The teachers at the school dress the children in
nice clothes in order to help them feel excited about their weekends
with a family that may become their new family. The girls love their
dresses and can’t wait to try them on!
Karen has requested that we fill her duffle bag with 50 pounds of
DRESSES. That’s a lot of dresses! We would love to send each
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child home with new clothes that they will love.
If interested, you will be provided with all materials, including
fabric, elastic, bias tape and of course, instructions. We need to
get started NOW in order to meet this goal.
Please Contact: Karen Talboo: cktalboo@gmail.com or 610-2821552

A NEW MISSION FOR FAITH!
Let’s Help the “American Horse School”
Allen, South Dakota
Several years ago Faith Church was extremely generous to the Del
Rio School in Tennessee. When changes were made with that Mission our ties were severed with them. We now have a chance to
help another school in the United States.
Members of the Mission Team have recently learned of a school in
South Dakota that would be very grateful for a variety of school
supplies. It is the American Horse School on the Native American Reservation of the Lakota Indians. The school houses
grades K-8 and is in need of basic school items. Many classes
have 40 students. If you wish to send any of these items please
know that if you have Amazon Prime the items can be sent, for
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the most part, directly to them with no shipping charges. Or if you
wish to send items from Walmart, shipping is free if you spend
$35 or more. There are also the USPS flat fee boxes as well. Another option is to send Amazon or Walmart Gift cards and teachers may choose whatever they need.
Listed below are items needed most urgently:
~Expo Markers- fat and skinny
~Expo Erasers or Boys small black socks to use as erasers
~US and World Maps
~Flash Cards for Math
- Multiplication, Division, Addition, Subtraction
~Flash Cards for Learning Words and Alphabet
~Learning Games and Dice
~Books for their Library
Shipping Address is:
American Horse School/Caitlin Young
1 Main Street
Allen, SD 57714
If you choose to send any of these items please let the school know
that the donations have come from their Friends at Faith UCC in
Center Valley, PA. Then please share with any mission member
that you have done this. Thank you.
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Fall Bingo
Sunday, November 4, 2018
Help Needed Please!!
We invite everyone to join in the fun! The proceeds from Fall Bingo
will benefit the General Fund and Mission.
How Can You Help?
~Sell Tickets to your friends, relatives, and neighbors
~Price is $20 for 20 regular games and $10 for 5 special games.
~Sponsor a Basket
~Tie Breaker Prizes for $15
~Regular game baskets can be sponsored for $50
~Special games can be sponsored for $100.
~Donations are needed for these items:
~Monetary Donations are very helpful
~Door Prizes $5-$15 Value (Gift Cards are a favorite)
~Basket Raffle Items $20 and up (Suggestions are available)
Or make a donation and we will make a basket for you.
~Baked Goods
~Hot Dog and Hamburger Rolls
~Help is Needed to Set Up:
~Set up in Fellowship Hall on Sat, Nov 3 at 3:30 pm
~Work in the kitchen on Sunday
~Work the floor during bingo
~Clean up after bingo starting at 2:30 PM
If you need tickets, have questions or would like to help make this
fundraiser another huge success please contact Karen Talboo at
cktalboo@gmail.com or 610-282-1552.
Please See Flyer enclosed in the Focus for more details.
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FROM THE

Committee

The fund raising committee would like to take this opportunity
to thank Ruth and Joe Smith for their expert organization of
this years yard sale and vendors, and MaryEllen Long for her
expert organization of the newly added Craft Sale and vendors.
This new addition seemed to be a great added bonus to our annual
yard sale. We could not have pulled this event off without them!
When you see them please give them praise for a job we’ll do Everything! We would also like to thank everyone who came out and
helped price, sort, and organize all of the yard sale items. A big
thank you to all those people who came out to help set up and tear
down. You really do not realize how much the committee appreciated your hard work. Thank you to those people who placed ad’s in
the Penny Power, Newspaper, Craig’s List, and Facebook. Lastly,
Thank you all for donating you items to the yard sale. Without those
items we wouldn’t have a yard sale. The church realized a profit
of $2500.00, with additional receipts still coming in. The Yard
Sale was a huge success, Thank You Everyone!

Fundraising Committee’s Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars and come out for some fun while
you are supporting your church!!
PIEROGIE SALE - September 16th - October 7th
(place orders in the memorial room after church, or call Brenda
Hovis @ 282-3450. - Pick-up - October 24th from 6-7 in the Kitchen
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ELECTION DAY FOOD & BAKE SALE
- November 6th - 7am-7pm
- Donations for the bake sale
- Donations of vegetable soup
- Where- Kitchen
- Sign up to work a shift in the kitchen that day
FALL MUSIC FESTIVAL - November 17th - Time: Doors open at 6:00 pm, Music starts at 6:30-9:00 pm
- Price: $5.00per adult, $2.50 for children under 12
- Where: Fellowship Hall
- Featuring:
Tom and MaryAnn Tucker, playing a variety of music.
Russ Rentler, playing original compositions of folk music.
Russ is a multi-instrumentalist, singer, and songwriter.
Darin Jellison, playing a variety of music
- Light fare will be available for purchase
(hotdogs, pierogies, soft pretzels, baked goods, beverages)
5 Below FUNDRAISER - December 2-8th - Shop at 5 Below in Quakertown, give them the paper we
will provide, & the church will receive 10% of the sales.
- Where Quakertown 5 Below Store
PENNY PARTY - January 27th - (snow date March 3rd)
- Time: Doors open at 12:00, Penny Party starts at 1:00
- Where: Fellowship Hall
- Light Fare will be available for purchase for lunch

We hope you all can come out for some fun!!
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OCTOBER BIBLE READINGS
October 1
Hos. 2:2–15
Acts 20:17–38
Luke 5:1–11
October 2
Hos. 2:16–23
Acts 21:1–14
Luke 5:12–26
October 3
Hos. 3:1–5
Acts 21:15–26
Luke 5:27–39
October 4
Hos. 4:1–10
Acts 21:27–36
Luke 6:1–11
October 5
Hos. 4:11–19
Acts 21:37—22:16
Luke 6:12–26
October 6
Hos. 5:1–7
Acts 22:17–29
Luke 6:27–38

October 7
Hos. 5:8–6:6
1 Cor. 2:6–16
Matt. 14:1–12

October 13
Hos. 10:1–15
Acts 25:13–27
Luke 8:16–25

October 8
Hos. 6:7–7:7
Acts 22:30–23:11
Luke 6:39–49

October 14
Hos. 11:1–11
1 Cor. 4:9–16
Matt. 15:21–28

October 9
Hos. 7:8–16
Acts 23:12–24
Luke 7:1–17

October 15
Hos. 11:12–12:1
Acts 26:1–23
Luke 8:26–39

October 10
Hos. 8:1–14
Acts 23:23–35
Luke 7:18–35

October 16
Hos. 12:2–14
Acts 26:24–27:8
Luke 8:40–56

October 11
Hos. 9:1–9
Acts 24:1–23
Luke 7:36–50

October 17
Hos. 13:1–3
Acts 27:9–26
Luke 9:1–17

October 12
Hos. 9:10–17
Acts 24:24–25:12
Luke 8:1–15

October 18
Hos. 13:4–8
Acts 27:27–44
Luke 9:18–27
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October 19
Hos. 13:9–16
Acts 28:1–16
Luke 9:28–36

October 26
Micah 6:1–8
Rev. 9:13–21
Luke 10:38–42

October 20
Hos. 14:1–9
Acts 28:17–31
Luke 9:37–50

October 27
Micah 7:1–7
Rev. 10:1–11
Luke 11:1–13

October 21
Micah 1:1–9
1 Cor. 10:1–13
Matt. 16:13–20

October 28
Jonah 1:1–17a
1 Cor. 10:15–24
Matt. 18:15–20

October 22
Micah 2:1–13
Rev. 7:1–8
Luke 9:51–62

October 29
Jonah 1:17–2:10
Rev. 11:1–14
Luke 11:14–26

October 23
Micah 3:1–8
Rev. 7:9–17
Luke 10:1–16

October 30
Jonah 3:1–4:11
Rev. 11:14–19
Luke 11:27–36

October 24
Micah 3:9–4:5
Rev. 8:1–13
Luke 10:17–24

October 31
Nahum 1:1–14
Rev. 12:1–6
Luke 11:37–52

October 25
Micah 5:1–4, 10–15
Rev. 9:1–12
Luke 10:25–37
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04 Brittney Campbell
06 Bob Grammer
07 Amanda Gunkle
08 Karen Long
08 Ashley Arnold
12 Doris Horwath
12 Brylie Kepner
14 Ian Long
16 Kellan Maginn
16 Patience Stevenson
16 Duane Jones
16 Grace Uninsky
17 Dorothy Miller
17 Kraig Koehnlein
18 Larry Weidner
19 Ben Muth
20 Joyce Butz
21 Doug Jenny
21 Logan Koch
22 Irma Buchman
22 Debby Herstine

23 Jean Rau
24 Wayne Biery
24 Brandon Davis
24 Addison Dill
25 Jane Lenner
25 Deb Biery
26 Hunter Steele
27 Ron Demkee
27 Charles Castetter
27 Anthony DiSanto Jr
28 Susanna Berghold
28 Tyshonn Barone
28 Trevor Campbell
30 Debra Miller
31 Mim Allison

Please call the church office with any omissions or corrections.
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