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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Friends,

Well, the United Church of Christ will hold its 32" General
Synod from June 211 25, 2019 in Milwaukee, WI and yours truly
IS a delegate again. General Synod is always worth attending.
The worship services are magnificent. The opportunities for
learning are tremendous. There are countless new resources to
discover not to mention mission efforts to explore. The fellow-
ship is wonderful. General Synod is almost like the best possible
AFamily Reuniono that you can

Oh, |1 forgot one thing e Ge
times there are as many as 251 30 resolutions. At this point there
are 21 resolutions coming to the floor of General Synod 32.
Some resolutions are necessary and worthwhile, some are contro-
versial, and some (in my never to be humble opinion) are down-
right silly. Resolutions come to General Synod from all over the
denomination. Anyone can submit a resolution providing proper
procedure is followed. Once it gets to General Synod a commit-
tee I s formed to nfine tune I
body for a vote.

| always get assigned to a Resolution Committee that | con-
sider to be a downright silly resolution. One year | was assigned
to a resolution re-affirming baptism. How boring! Why do we
need to re-affirm one of the two sacraments of the Protestant
Church?? Another time | was assigned to a resolution re-
affirming the churchods commit
Hello? We actually need to debate and vote on this one? Please!
Sometimes | swear that people who have entirely too much time
on their hands write 90% of these resolutions! This seems espe-




cially true that because of our polity, General Synod resolutions
may or may not change anything about how things function in the
local church. Remember, General Synod has a prophetic and
teaching role. It speaks to the churches, not for the churches.

But some resolutions are truly worth it. They challenge those
of us in the local church to wrestle with theological issues, justice
Issues, even styles of worship and inclusion. Being challenged is a
good thing. It pushes us a little further to be the people and the
community that God calls us to be. Resolutions of Witness speak
to the ethical and moral stance of the church. They give the church
Its voice.

Resolutions of Witness can be tricky as they are sometimes
controversial. However, at a
ference Minister, the Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, offered a valuable in-
sight. While we will never agree on some Resolutions of Witness,
all that General Synod is asking us to do is READ the resolution,
UNDERSTAND the resolution, and have CONVERSATION
about the resolution.

Read, understand, and converse. That is all General Synod is
asking anyone to do. If we are able to do that then we will have
truly considered what kind of church God is calling us to be.

| havendt quite figured out
availil able to you but | 6m goi n
them, understand them, and then converse with me about them if
you choose to do so. My responsibility is to vote my conscious on
resolutions but a big part of my conscious is the covenant that |
have with you. It would be good to converse sometime before |
head out to Milwaukee in June.

Peace, M







FROM THE DISCIPLESHIP DESK

God spoke to Moses through a bush of flame. Exodus 3:1-6

God commanded Ezekiel to eat a book. Ezekiel 3:1-4 (I t 6 s
Look i1t wup. Okay it wasnot

God loves all the Earth. John 3:14 (Even that guy who cut you off
on your way to work on Thursday morning when you were running
late.)

God sent his only son to die on a cross that he might be resurrected
to abolish shame and guilt from our lives for our mistakes.

Thereds no need to | ook the
Bible. Of all the many extraordinary miracles God has performed
throughout human history, why does it feel as though the last two
are imbued and overflowing with power so immense it cannot be
contained? Why does Godos |
of Christ seem to hold more meaning than any other miracle or sign
in the Bible?

The stories in the Bible are great, but there in that greatness, there is
the potential for the reader to feel disconnected from the power of
God in them. The story of God parting the Red Sea is read, and in
our minds, the 1 nevitable se
that for me with the obstacl
healing the sick and wonder,
who died of a heart attack. oo

Mo st of the miracle stories
Godods power I s shown to the
to the universeods natur al 0
times we have difficulty feeling its might. When such a force is
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hard to detect in our lives, it can be challenging to have faith that
the same power will be there for you when you are in need.

This waning of faith is the place where the resurrection of Christ
through the love of God for the whole world stands apart from Eze-

ki el s di et and MosesO soci al
someone fAHey! | go to church
someone through a flaming bus
can say It as excitedly and as genuinely as you want, but the per-
sonds response, el ther to you
what does that have to do with me? Where is my connection to

these stories?"

Talking to a burning bush or eating a scroll is abstract; it's in the
clouds and untouchable--unless if you're in a straightjacket, but the
eradication of guilt and shame from our lives is real. It is tangible.
It works in your daily life. Guilt and shame happen, and those two
little words can lead us to dark places, but through our baptism, we
can always come back to the living water Jesus has to offer and gain
our forgiveness rise with new life into the light of God. This is the
real, tangibility of our faith. Whether we cursed at a co-worker or
went on a shooting spree in a moment of insanity. We can be made
clean through understanding Jesus' death. We may have to face hu-
man justice, but in the eyes of God, we are forgiven, renewed, and
resurrected.

In an Easter following a Holy Week that saw one of the most mag-
nificently enduring monuments of our faith burn to the ground, we
could all use a reminder of the promise of renewal of resurrection
we find in Jesus Christ.
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Puzzle Answers : up, night, food, family, children, up, call

lce Cream will be our treat for all members of

Faith that join us, feel free to pack a lunch to Wa
eat in fellowship hall prior to the ride.

I for more information contact

pastorjknap@hotmail.com




WITHIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Sofia Nicole Schoenberger, daughter of Eric Schoenberger
and Alison Walck, was bapt.i
blessings to all!!

The Church Office
will be closed
Monday,
May 27, 2019
In observance of
Memorial Day.
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THOSE WHO WILL SERVE IN

Head Usher: Becky Hite
Nursery: Catherine Stevenson
Financial Secretary: Tom Hovis

MAY

May 5 May 12 May 19 May 26
Greeter |Howard & Carol Beck |Ruth Sue Roberts
Marian Barrick Cressman
Ushers [John & Donna |Bob & Patti  |Chuck & Ruth Smith
Barone Shelly Karen Talboo |Cindy Talaber
Mike Ford Ken & Kim |Steve & Devin &
Jane Van Horn |Ritter Sandy Karen Long
Sosnowsky
Lay John Barone |Donna Jerry Trexler |Cindy Talaber
Reader Schoenberger
Acolytes Noah Ritter Alex Kane |[Wkeiland Hite
Will Kane
Nursery |Heather Koser |Brenda Patience
Helper Hovis Stevenson
Flowers |Kane Trexler Duda Roberts
COMI NG SOON TO FAI'TH CHU]I

ON-LINE GIVING

Watch your bulletins and weekly emails for more details!
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FROM THE TREASURER O

MARCH FINANCIALS

March YTD

Spendable Income Receipts $21,296.59 | $58,229.49
Disbursements | $22,020.89 | $65,174.95

($724.30) | ($6,945.46)

Designated Income Receipts $1,632.00 | $3,771.00
Disbursements | $2,587.56 | $3,071.56

($955.56) | $699.44

Combined Income Receipts $22,928.59 | $62,000.49
Disbursements | $24,608.45 | $68,246.51

($1,679.86) | ($6,246.02)

Special Offerings:
Helping Hands $70
Blanketsd $230 ($1604 total)
Missiond $25

Samaritan Fundd $5

Fundraising Income
Auctiond $481 ($960 to date)

Other Expense
Snow Removal = $770

over/under
Weekly Attend. | Weekly Offering |$3500 goal
3/3 83 $ 3,907 $407
3/10 77 $ 2,124 ($1,376)
3/17 93 $ 3,337 ($163)
3/24 102 $ 1,866 ($1,634)
3/31 111 $ 3,247 ($253)
Total 466 $ 14,481 ($3,019)




From the Secretary :
« The deadline for June Newsletter articles and information is
May10th . Please email to faithchurchcv@gmail.com or place
them in the Secretaryodos mail box

2019 ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS NEEDED! The following é@
dates are in need of sponsors: 7/7, 7/14, 7/21, 7/28, 8/4, 8/11, 9/1, @
10/6, 10/20, 10/27. Please call the office to reserve your date (s).

The cost is $35.

Many thanks for your s
as spring has sprung! For the ldste Sundays

of March and the first Sunday of April, our regular
EMEEX. donations included20 items and $125

MOST CURRENTLY NEEDED ITEMS:

MEAT HELPERS 0 CEREALS 0
Items stocked at the Pantry include:
Pork & Beans Chili
Canned Fish (salmon) & Meat Canned Pasta
Peanut Butter Canned Tomatoes & Canned Sauce
Kidney & Black Beans Chunky Soups
Canned fruit Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Tuna Canned Vegetables
Beef Stew Dry Pasta & Spaghetti

Spaghetti Sauce

Monetary Donations are a particularly effective way to help the Pantry. A
donation of $10 will buy over 60 Ibs of food through Second Harvest. If you
are in need or know of someone in the area who is, please call 610-282-
2838 and leave a message, or emall bettylouspantry18036@gmail.com

o0 Mike Ford
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So many Angels, So many great projects!

One ongoing project is to prepare and serve dinner to 70 men
at the Allentown Rescue Mission . If you want to help in any
way 0 preparing the meal, delivering the meal, or serving and
dining with the mend please contact Donna Schoenberger at
610-390-1574. We already have some who have volunteered.

Thanks to all who continue to support Betty
Louodos Pantry. Bel ow
report for the 1st (g
do this without you!!

A Wiy of The Bosthess Lebdgh Afoh Claisshes

January February March

Households 81 70 79
Served

Adults 110 106 117
Children 68 12 63
Seniors 43 35 42
Total 221 213 222
New Families 5 5 2
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WE NEEP

FOCP PRIVE

SAT. . MAY 11, 2019

PUT YOUR NON-PERISHABLE DONATION IN A BAG BY YOUR MAILBOX.
WE'LL DELIVER IT TO A LOCAL FOOD BANK.
Mariosar ParTvers -

{ LETTER CARRIERS'

£ -9 = UNITEDSTATES
B P POSTAL SERVICE.

Vﬂlsﬁk \lassis Hellrggs mnnﬂmms
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AFL-CIO

Find us on facebookat faithchurchucc

and

@ Instagram at faith_church_ucc



http://www.facebook.com/faithchurchucc
http://www.instagram.com/faith_church_ucc

A Book Report from the American Horse School

A few months ago the Enduring and Memorial Gifts Committee
asked the Mission Team if they were in need of any extra finances.
Of course we said YES because what Mission Team is not in need of
money! We had just the project. When we became acquainted with
the American Horse School in Allen, South Dakota we learned that
their library books were in need of some new, updated reading mate-
rials for all of their children, grades K-5.

So, we were given the generous amount of $500 to spend on books.
Now books are heavy to ship but we came up with a plan to select
and send these books through Amazon Prime! A special thank you
goes out to Amy Talboo-Bittenbender who got in touch with the
school and learned what they wanted and needed. She helped them to
select the latest fun series for all the children and made the selections
through Amazon Prime.

On Friday, March 15, 2019 the books began arriving and continue ar-
riving at the American Horse School! Over 100 books and series have
been shipped.

That is my book report. Please stay tuned for the next chapter!

P.S. For those of you who have been sending them books and other
materials, please know that they are very appreciative and wish to
send a heartfelt THANK Y QU to each and every one of you. If you
wish to send more books and materials the address is:
The American Horse School
Attn: Caitlin Young &
1 Main Street Ny

Allen, South Dakota 57714
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SAVE THE DATE...
September 8, 2019

TONY CAMPOLO
will share with us during
worship about
Beyond Borders
a ministry in Haiti,
which we support with our
Joyful Noise Collection.

Tony Campolo is professor emeritus of sociology at Eastern
University and a former faculty member at the University of
Pennsylvania. For 40 years, he led the Evangelical Association
for the Promotion of Education, an organization which he
founded to create and support programs serving needy commu-
nities. More recently, Dr. Campolo has provided leadership for
the progressive Christian movement, Red Letter Christians as
well as, for the Campolo Center for Ministry, a program which
provides support to those the church has called tetifuk min-
Istry. He has written more than 35 books and can be found blog-
ging regularly on tonycampolo.org and redletterchristians.org.
Tony and his wife Peggy live near Philadelphia and have two
children and four grandchildren.
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2019 LAWN CREW SCHEDULE

04/29/19 Russ Shelly/Tony DiSanto
05/06/19 Tim Hovis

05/13/19 Terry Muth

05/20/19 Scott Christman/Dennis Frantz
05/27/19 Steve Sosnowsky

06/03/19 Kevin Long/Tony DiSanto
06/10/19 Dwayne Schantz/Bob Shelly
06/17/19 Tim Hovis

06/24/19 Steve Sosnowsky/Glenn Scholl
07/01/19 Joe Orach

07/08/19 Brett Dill/Jack Maginn
07/15/19 Chuck Talboo/Randy Hughes
07/22/19 Dennis Frantz/Kevin Long
07/29/19 Scott Christman

08/05/19 Brett Dill/Jack Maginn
08/12/19 Tom Hovis/George Rau
08/19/19 Terry Muth/Glenn Gunkle
08/26/19 Tom Herstine

09/02/19 Tim Hovis

09/09/19 Dwayne Schantz/Roger Erney
09/16/19 Bruce Torrence/Wes Koser S
09/23/19 Joe Orach

09/30/19 Brian Bross

10/07/19 Tim Hovis
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Another Work Day is in the books! Special thanks to Tim
Hovis, Owen Hovis, Bob Shelly, Brian Bross, and the scouts
for helping make our building look nice on the outside.
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May 1

Daniel 2:177 30
1 John 2:127 17
John 17:207 26

May 2

Daniel 2:311 49
1 John 2:18i 29
Luke 3:11 14

May 3

Daniel 3:17 18
1 John 3:17 10
Luke 3:157 22

May 4

Daniel 3:1971 30
1 John 3:117 18
Luke 4:17 13

May 5

Daniel 4:17 18
1 Peter 4:71 11
John 21:157 25

May 6

Daniel 4:191 27
1 John 3:191 4:6
Luke 4:1471 30

May 7

Daniel 4:28i1 37
1 John 4:77 21
Luke 4:317 37

May 8

Daniel 5:171 12
1 John 5:11 12
Luke 4:381 44

May 9
Daniel 5:1371 30

1 John 5:1371 20 (21)

Luke 5:17 11

May 10
Daniel 6:17 15
2 John 1713
Luke 5:127 26

May 11

Daniel 6:1671 28
3 John 17 15
Luke 5:271 39

May 12

Genesis 18:221 33
1 Peter 5:17 11
Matthew 7:151 29

May 13
Jeremiah 30:17 9
Col. 1:17 14
Luke 6:17 11

May 14

Jeremiah 30:107 17
Col. 1:1571 23

Luke 6:1271 26

APRIL BIBLE READINGS

May 15

Jeremiah 30:187 22
Col. 1:241 2:7
Luke 6:271 38

May 16
Jeremiah 31:17 14
Col. 2:8i 23

Luke 6:397149

May 17

Jeremiah 31:157 22
Col. 3:1111

Luke 7:171 17

May 18

Jeremiah 31:231 25
Col. 3:121 17

Luke 7:187 35

May 19

Isaiah 32:11 8

2 Thess. 2:131 17
Matthew 7:71 14

May 20
Jeremiah 32:171 15
Col. 3:1814:18
Luke 7:361 50

May 21

Jeremiah 32:167 25
Romans 12:171 21
Luke 8:17 15
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May 22

Jeremiah 32:3671 44
Romans 13:11 14
Luke 8:167 25

May 23
Jeremiah 33:171 13
Romans 14:11 12
Luke 8:261 39

May 24

Deut. 31:301 32:14
Romans 14:131 23
Luke 8:401 56

May 25

Deut. 32:34141 (42) 43
Romans 15:171 13

Luke 9:171 17

May 26

Deut. 15:171 11

1 Ti m. :
Matthew 13:24i1 34a

May 27

Deut. 8:11 10

or Deut. 18:91 14
James 1:171 15
Luke 9:1871 27

May 28

Deut. 8:111 20 or Deut.
18:1571 22

James 1:161 27

Luke 11:1713

May 29

Deut. 19:117
James 5:131 18
Luke 12:227 31

May 30 Ezek. 1:11 14,

2471 28b
Hebrews 2:51 18
Matthew 28:167 20

May 31

Ezek. 1:281 3:3
Hebrews 4:141 5:6
Luke 9:287 36

LhGPPY
MOTNC'S

day
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Treat Mom with this yummy, beautitul
yogurt parfait.

Qe@?

What you need:

* Large heart- bl’lﬂpi_d coukie
cutter

* Greek vogurt {any flavor)

+ ‘loppings {mini chocolate
chips, granola, shredded
coconut, chia seeds, oats,
slivered almonds, blue-
berries, sliced strawberries,
raspberries, bananas}

» 2 reaspoons maple syrup

What you do:

1. Place cookie cutrer on a
plate. Spoon 1n yogurt,
spreading it to the edges
of the cookie cutter,

2. Add roppings, making
a nice design. Remove
cookie cutter,

3. Drizzle syrup around the
ecdge of the plate.

4. Serve Lo your mon on
Maother's Day!
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May Birthdays

01 Tom Berghold
01 Sadie Schaffer
02 Linda Koch

02 Owen Hovis

03 Noah Jellison
03 Tyler Ritter

04 Samantha Ritter
04 J Bittenbender
05 Wayne Gollie
05 Byun Miller

06 Linda Torrence
07 Ainsley Dill

09 Linda Erney

09 Richard Featherman
09 Sarah Frech

09 Alex Weidner
10 Caroline Frantz
10 Scott Smith

11 Barbara Scattergood
12 Layne Frech

12 Elaine Trexler
13 Lily Frech

15 Mia Miller

16 Ken Ritter

17 Autumn Kandt

19 Sandi DiSanto

19 Kim Ritter

19 Brian Bross

20 Meagan Santoro
20 Brandon Barone
21 Michele Keeler

22 Megan Farino

22 Jacob Snyder

23 Dennis Duda

24 Roy S. Slekovac
24 Heather Koser

24 Spencer Gunkle

25 Ezekiel Sosnowsky
27 Alex K

29 Eugene Kemmerei; ® J
29 Randy Siegfried P
31 Gavin Gunkle -
31 Kristen Jellison

Please call the church office with any omissions or corrections.
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The last chapter of Proverbs describes a woman who loves
God and strives to be a good wife and mother.

Directions: Use the picture ciues to compiefe Proverbs 37:15, 28.

Shegets__ while it is still ~ ;
i3 T
sheprovides  forher
rise
TBe o

her blessed.

Z
V=)

PROVERBS 31:15, 28 (NIV)




