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OUR VISION STATEMENT
United with Christ,
we are committed
to sharing the
transformative love
of God’s
grace and peace
through service
to our neighbors.
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2

Budget/Finance: Jerry Trexler
Mission: Tracy Adams
Youth Group: Becky Hite
Day Care: Pastor Bruce
Fundraising: Brenda Hovis
Choir: Tom Berghold

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
What does it mean to be an Open and Affirming Church? Perhaps a
very simple answer to that question can be found in this true story.
I attended Ministry Day in October; an annual seminar sponsored by
our Penn Northeast Conference for Pastors. I got into a conversation with
another pastor and he told me that the church he serves has one of the
U.C.C. “Be The Church” banners hanging on an outside wall of the
church. We have one too but it isn’t hanging on an outside wall and it has
a plain back ground as opposed to a colorful background that his banner
has. It doesn’t have a rainbow design on it but I would say that the background does have “rainbow colors.” Take a look …
And so this pastor told me that a
few weeks ago a
man whom he
had never met
before came into
his office and
wanted to speak
to him. He told me that after introducing himself the man said, "I have
been walking by your church more times than I can remember walking my
dog and I’ve noticed your banner. Last week my partner of 40 years died
and I’m feeling so alone yet seeing your banner told me that this must be a
safe place for me to be.”
A Safe Place to Be – That is what it means to be an Open and
Affirming Church.
A little over 3 years ago the Consistory formed an Open and Affirming task force. Their challenge was to do an extensive study about the
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possibility or feasibility of Faith Church becoming an Open and Affirming (ONA) Congregation of the United Church of Christ.
What does it mean to be an Open and Affirming Congregation? An
ONA congregation affirms with a covenant that people of the LGBT
community are welcome in the full life and ministry of the congregation; membership, leadership, and employment. It’s as simple as
that. Being an ONA church does not require someone to change their
personal convictions or beliefs but more about that later.
You may be wondering why this became an issue at Faith Church?
Is this being pushed on us by the Conference or by the U.C.C. General
Synod? Basically no. While General Synod and our Conference can
make suggestions, every congregation in our denomination is autonomous. Essentially, we make our own decisions but we try and maintain
a covenantal relationship with all of our sister churches.
I felt that it was time for us to have a congregational conversation
about this topic. Over the last 6 - 8 years as people have approached me
about membership at Faith Church they have asked where we stand on
the ONA issue. These questions were asked by straight, gay, lesbian individuals and couples. All of them were looking for an ONA church to
join. Since we have never had the conversation, I couldn’t answer
their question other than to share with them my personal feelings. And
so, I felt a pastoral need for us to have this conversation recognizing that
it may be difficult.
I brought my concern to the Consistory and they agreed to start this
conversation by establishing an Open and Affirming Task Force which
would use a tool called Becoming an Inclusive Church published by
the Open and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ.
The Task Force began a process of discernment which included
prayer, Bible Study, listening to each other, sharing our concerns and
perspectives, and gathering feedback from the congregation. A total of
three surveys were taken during worship and the results of those surveys
are published in this edition of Focus on Faith (pgs 7-16) .
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Based on the results of the surveys and conversations with church
members the Task Force wrote a Welcoming Statement which is also
published in this edition of Focus on Faith (pg 17). It has been approved by our Consistory and will be voted upon by the congregation at
our November 17, 2019 Congregational Meeting. If it is approved by
75% or more of the quorum present it will become a document of our
congregation. It will be submitted to the ONA Coalition of the United
Church of Christ and Faith Church will officially become an ONA Congregation.
So, what does this mean?
It means that Faith Church is making an intentional decision to be
inclusive of all people. It means that we will do what we can to be a
“safe place” to ALL people.
It does not require people to change their convictions on anything.
It does mean we remain committed to love all of our neighbors regardless of any differences.
One Sunday morning I mentioned something about the ONA process. While greeting people at the door that morning a member said to
me, “I respectfully agree to disagree with you!” He had a big smile on
his face but I knew he was sincere. I responded by saying, “And that’s
okay because we love each anyway, right?” We both laughed and exchanged a hug. It is okay for us to have disagreements. We can love
and be in community with people even if we don’t always agree.
Becoming an ONA Church will not require anyone to change their
personal beliefs or convictions. But it does require each of us to be
welcoming and inclusive to all people.
We are a diverse congregation and the Welcoming Statement recognizes this as a strength. It does not single one group of people out over
another group. The Statement is very broad and inclusive.
Some who have already seen the Welcoming Statement ask “Why
is it so necessary to specifically mention the LGBT community or any
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other group? Can’t it just read ‘Everyone is welcome?’” Sadly, LGBT
Christians have learned from painful experience that a vague welcome
often doesn’t include them and their families. One intention of the
Welcoming Statement is to speak to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender adults who have personally experienced silence or condemnation
in other churches. It will make a difference to LGBT youth who are at
higher risk of suicide when they experience bullying or mistreatment
because of their sexual orientation or gender expression. Again, we
want people to know that this is a safe place, especially to those who
have not felt safe in churches in the past.
Some may be wondering if by becoming an ONA Church will we
become known as “The Gay Church” in town. This is highly unlikely.
Read the Welcoming Statement. Consider all of the individuals that it
includes. If anything, we are likely to become known as the most accepting and inclusive Church in town!
One question that has emerged is “How will the Welcoming Statement be used?” It will be made public, primarily on our Website. Also,
in the UCC register of churches Faith Church will have an ONA designation. When people use the UCC Website to find a potential new
church home and they will see that we are an ONA Church and can go
to our website to read our Statement. Also, the Statement will guide us
in how we conduct our church business, who we partner with, etc.
And so I hope this answers your questions. If you have more
please feel free to contact me or any member of the ONA Task Force:
John Barone, Ron Demkee, Kristin Jellison, Noah Kandt, Deb Orach,
Barbara Scattergood, Donna Schoenberger, Chuck Talboo, and Chris
Youngs.
Peace,

“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”
-St. Augustine
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Survey #1 Results:
(A) strongly agree (B) agree (C) disagree (D) strongly disagree (E) no
opinion
1.
I could support a qualified pastor for our church that identified as LGBT. (A) 53 (B) 16 (C) 5 (D) 3 (E) 4
Agree (A+B) 85% Disagree (C+D) 10%
2.______ It is our Christian duty to love one another, it is in God’s
realm to judge (A) 70 (B) 12 (C) 0 (D) 0 (E) 0
Agree (A+B) 100% Disagree (C+D) 0%
3.______ I consider all LGBT Christians as my brothers and sisters in
faith. (A) 63 (B) 14 (C) 1 (D) 0 (E) 4
Agree (A+B) 94% Disagree (C+D 1%
4.______ I believe that spiritual growth implies change.
(A) 56 (B) 19 (C) 2 (D) 0 (E) 3
Agree (A+B) 94% Disagree (C+D) 3%
5.______ For a church to preach “Love Thy Neighbor” and then refuse membership, employment or a leadership position to an LGBT is
hypocritical. (A) 61 (B) 13 (C) 4 (D) 1 (E) 2
Agree (A+B) 91% Disagree (C+D) 6%
6._____ Would you support Faith UCC becoming a church that welcomes our neighbors who identify as LGBT ?
(A) Yes, everyone is welcome at Faith Church.
(B) No, I am not comfortable welcoming anyone who is LGBT.
(C) I am not sure.
(A) 72 (B) 2 (C) 7
Yes 82% No 2%
7._____ Should Faith UCC change our Mission Statement to include
an open and affirming statement for anyone that is LGBT.
(A) Yes, our Mission Statement should reflect Faith Church’s responsi7

bility of creating a climate of love, respect and inclusion for all.
(B) No, it is not Faith Church’s mission to affirm an LGBT lifestyle.
(C) I am not sure, I am not familiar with Faith Church’s Mission Statement.
Here is my opinion__________________________________
(A) 58 (B) 10 (C) 12
Yes 73% No 13%
Question #6 Comments
6._____ Would you support Faith UCC becoming a church that welcomes our neighbors who identify as LGBT ?
(A) Yes, everyone is welcome at Faith Church.
(B) No, I am not comfortable welcoming anyone who is LGBT.
(C) I am not sure.
------------------------------------------------------------------------- I am not sure if I would continue my worship in a congregation that
does not welcome ALL of God’s children.
- I believe everyone is welcome at church
- Your business is your business.
- I also have an LGBT in my immediate family which I love dearly.
- We are all God’s children.
- I thought we already were.
- They are people as long as they don’t push their ideas on us over
normal actions.
- I believe LGBT is sinful, but I don’t want to exclude them totally from
our church. I don’t hate them but don’t feel it’s normal either.
- I do not understand or agree with the lifestyle, but we need to love
the person, not their lifestyle.
- Look at 1st Presbyterian in Bethlehem. Divided the church.
- I really am not versed in Bible teachings to know if the lifestyle is
supported.
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- I would hope that no one emphasizes their alternative lifestyle but
rather acts as anyone else.
- Love thy neighbor is a command- to love all people.
- This should not even be a question.
- It is necessary and fundamental for Christians to welcome all.
- Absolutely.
- Why does this need to be discussed?? Why wouldn’t this church welcome everyone? Baffles my mind.
Question #7 Comments
7._____ Should Faith UCC change our Mission Statement to include an
open and affirming statement for anyone that is LGBT .
(A) Yes, our Mission Statement should reflect Faith Church’s responsibility of creating a climate of love, respect and inclusion for all.
(B) No, it is not Faith Church’s mission to affirm an LGBT lifestyle.
(C) I am not sure, I am not familiar with Faith Church’s Mission Statement.
------------------------------------------------------------------------- I thought our mission statement already covered this subject.
- I don’t think our mission statement needs to reflect Opening and Affirming. O&A should be reflected in our actions and attitudes.
- Church has gone downhill in attendance.
- We have good friends that are LGBT, who are great people and show
love more than some of our other friends do.
- All are welcome, but do not agree (that) we should reach out to a
particular lifestyle.
- Only God is our judge.
- No, why focus specifically- not inclusive.
- Absolutely
- Absolutely
- God should be the judge
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- To choose option B is to become antipatriotic like the Westboro
Baptist Church.
- I feel like we should change our statement, because all are welcome
here.
Survey #2 Results:
(A) strongly agree (B) agree (C) disagree (D) strongly disagree (E) no
opinion
8. Faith Church’s congregational opinion on theological matters is important to me.
(A) 37
(B) 25
(C) 0 (D) 2
(E) 7
Agree (A+B) 87 % Disagree (C+D) 3 %
9. Faith Church should be a sanctuary for anyone identifying as LGBT.
(A) 46
(B) 14
(C) 7
(D) 1
(E) 3
Agree (A+B) 84 % Disagree (C+D) 12%
10. I am willing to be in fellowship with people who disagree with me
on the LGBT issue.
(A) 34
(B) 23
(C) 4
(D) 1
(E) 9
Agree (A+B) 80 % Disagree (C+D) 7 %
11. I believe that anyone who lives an LGBT lifestyle can achieve salvation.
(A) 49
(B) 16
(C) 1
(D) 1
(E) 4
Agree (A+B) 92 % Disagree (C+D) 3 %
12. I fear openly accepting LGBT members at Faith Church will cause
our church to be at risk of being labeled the “Gay Church” by the
community.
(A) 0 (B) 12
(C) 19
(D) 31
(E) 9
Agree (A+B) 17 % Disagree (C+D) 70 %
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13._____ Would you support Faith UCC becoming a church that affirms
our neighbors who identify as LGBT ?
(A) Yes, I support full inclusion of anyone who is LGBT in the church’s life
and ministry here at Faith UCC.
(B) No, I am not comfortable with 100% inclusion of anyone who is LGBT
here at Faith UCC.
(C) I am not sure.
(A)58
(B) 6
(C) 7
Yes 82 % No 8 %
14._____ All people are unique.
(A) Yes, God created all people to be unique, diversity helps us grow.
(B) No, God created us in His own image and we should not deviate
from His plan.
(C) I am not sure.
(A) 66
(B) 5
(C) 0
Yes 93 % No 7 %
Question #13 Comments
13._____ Would you support Faith UCC becoming a church that affirms
our neighbors who identify as LGBT ?
- No need to know people’s orientation.
-Faith UCC should be open to all people, but not targeting LGBT or any
other group.
-not sure
-Let go, let God
-I thought it was Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve
- When you talk about this issue, use the term us instead of them!
-not sure
-What’s the big deal. Why do we need to focus on this. Really, I welcome
anyone. Everyone is invited, no matter what belief.
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- I absolutely support full inclusion of anyone who is LGBT in the
church’s life and ministry, here at Faith
- Why must a gay person enter his (her) personal and private life in
church settings. Do you know what I do behind closed doors, work,
family, job.
- All are loved by God and me.
- I don’t believe that being LGBTQ is necessarily in opposition to being
faithful and I don’t believe it is up to us to decide who deserves to be
saved.
- Let he who is without sin… (not that being gay is a sin)
- They are people too, as long as they are not aggressive with their beliefs.
- I support the LGBT community-I’ve worked with them for many
years.
- This is GOD’s CHURCH, not ours. Who are WE to exclude any of HIS
children from HIS place of worship. We are commissioned to love everyone and welcome and affirm all of God’s children.
- Active LGBT should not be in teaching or leadership positions.
- My supervisor is gay, she is my best friend and the best leader I ever
had.
- God loves ALL, end of discussion.
Question #14 Comments
14._____ All people are unique.
- Again- no specific target groups-All are welcome
-not sure what the Bible says
- I lived in gay communities. If you saw what they do in public, you
could be offended. They can do what they want sexually, but if they
push their agenda it is a problem.
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- I am greatly enriched by engaging with others who are different from
me.
- Jesus showed that all should be supported and loved.
- Why single them out because they are different?
- You are unique, just like everyone else.
- However, God grants us the ability to choose the path we take.
- This is a terrible form: it has too many open and ambiguous questions.
- I believe God made us to be what he wants us to be. We can choose
a course but we can’t fundamentally change who we are.
- God bless and God blessed all of us!
Survey #3 Results:
(A) strongly agree (B) agree (C) disagree (D) strongly disagree (E) no
opinion
15____ We are all God’s children, He loves us and accepts us unconditionally.
(A) 36
(B) 6
(C) 0 (D) 0 (E)
Agree (A+B) 100 % Disagree (C+D) 0 %
16____ Our church should be a safe place that accepts a diversity of
views on all issues.
(A) 33
(B) 8
(C) 0
(D) 0
(E) 1
Agree (A+B) 98 % Disagree (C+D) 0 %
17____ We are all sinful. We need God’s forgiveness and can only be
saved by His grace.
(A) 28
(B) 14 (C) 0 (D) 0
(E)
Agree (A+B) 100 % Disagree (C+D) 0 %
18____ I believe that being an LGB or T is a personal choice.
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(A) 10
(B) 11
Agree (A+B) 50 %

(C) 5 (D) 11
(E) 5
Disagree (C+D) 38 %

19____ God expects us to love others regardless of whether we agree
with their lifestyles.
(A) 33
(B) 6 (C) 0 (D) 1
(E) 2
Agree (A+B) 93 % Disagree (C+D) 3 %
20____ Homophobia is a bigger issue for our congregation than homosexuality.
(A) 10
(B) 9
(C) 7 (D) 3
(E) 13
Agree (A+B) 45 % Disagree (C+D) 24 %
21____ Faith Church has the right to deny anyone membership based
on their lifestyle.
(A) 0
(B) 4 (C) 10 (D) 23
(E) 3
Agree (A+B) 10 % Disagree (C+D) 79 %
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------22. Would you be willing to attend/support a Bible study to examine
what Jesus and the Biblical authors have to say about this issue?
YES 13
NO/BLANK 29
23_____ My reaction to the open and affirming issue at Faith Church
is:
(A) I strongly support being an open and affirming Church.
(B) I support being an open and affirming Church, but I am worried
about the reaction of others in the congregation.
(C) I am strongly against being an open and affirming Church.
(D) I am not sure, I have my reservations about what an open and
affirming church would mean here at Faith UCC.
(A) 26
(B) 9 (C) 3
(D) 4
(E) 0
Agree (A+B) 83.3 % Disagree (C+D) 16.6 %
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Question #23 Comments
-We are all the same inside.
-I like the church the way it is.
-I think it is important work towards being welcoming to ALL people.
-Jesus sacrificed his life for ALL of us… NO EXCEPTIONS!
-We aren’t to judge, we are to love!
-I always felt we were an open church for all to affirm their faith.
-We are all God’s children and should be allowed our own opinion
but not inflect our personal beliefs on others.
-Jesus never said a word about homosexuality. In all his teachingsabout multiple things- he never said gay people should be condemned.
-I believe we should be open to all people and not target any particular group.
-To discriminate against anyone, especially an oppressed group, is
immoral and against everything Jesus tried to teach us in the Sermon
on the Mount.
-All are welcome, but don’t try to influence me (or mine) to join a
lifestyle.
-I am still working on this.
-I did not chose to be straight, God made me this way and I love him
for it. Our gay neighbors should also feel that God made them out of
love and they should be able to be welcomed at Faith Church to
show God how much they love him.
-God knows us when we were in the womb. Perhaps he set different
people among us to test our love of God.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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24. What would be your greatest concern if Faith Church became an
Open and Affirming Church? How can the Open and Affirming
Committee address your concerns?
- none
- Welcome everyone and every lifestyle.
- Let it be left alone.
- Leave it the way it is.
- That other members will reject the O&A idea and leave, or just complain about it.
- I fear becoming a sounding board for lifestyles I don’t quite agree
with, but can accept.
- Open discussion of honest concerns.
- Again open to everyone not target LGBT. That would be a reverse discrimination. Open to all-not a particular lifestyle.
- I do not have a concern about our church.
- My greatest concern about becoming an O&A church is that nothing
will change. We will not embrace unconditional love. We will not grow
and be a light upon the hill. We will return either our prejudices or
our complacency.
- Some people may leave, but we will gain more.
- It is more concerning that we are not yet Open and Affirming. We
are far behind on this issue.

Tickets still available for
FALL BINGO
Sunday, November 3, 2019
Baked Goods are always needed!
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Faith United Church of Christ

Welcoming Statement
Approved by Consistory, June 27, 2019

All people are special to God. We at Faith United Church of Christ
welcome you to our Christian Community. We share God’s peace,
and Christ’s grace through loving service to our neighbors both
near and far.
We at Faith U.C.C. seek the sacred spirit of God that protects and
guides us, as we practice the sincere love that we hold for our
neighbors and the extravagant welcome of God.
We believe this welcome includes all of God’s creation. We
recognize that a community’s strength is rooted in harmonious
diversity. We welcome, affirm, and embrace all people to fully
participate in the life and service of the church, regardless of age,
gender, race, ethnicity, national origin, marital status, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, or political affiliation.
Come as you are and without conditions as we explore the many
ways to grow in faith, increase an understanding of Christ’s
ministry, experience God’s grace and transform the world with
peace and justice through the power of the Holy Spirit.
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are
welcome at Faith U.C.C. We welcome all because we believe that
God welcomes all through Christ.
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FROM THE DISCIPLESHIP DESK
Brothers and Sisters of Faith UCC,
There was a phrase I spoke to Pastor Bruce often in my first months
here at Faith UCC—“That went better than I thought it
would.” Often I would say that after a meeting, youth event, or
even after trying something new like the first week I led “Closing”
for Sunday School. I do not know if Pastor Bruce was legitimately
trying to coach me or if he was tired of hearing me say my phrase,
but he looked at me and said, “You need to learn to expect better.”
He knew that in my previous church I had not been treated well. I
carried wounds that caused me to assume the worst of almost any
encounter with a church member. They were wounds from which I
was, and in many ways still am, healing. What I found among you all
is a safe place to be wounded. More than a safe place to be
wounded, I found a safe place to be as the world created new
wounds.
I can faithfully say that I was not called to minister to Faith UCC,
Faith UCC was called to minister to me. Thank you!
All relationships between pastor and church must come to an end,
and it is no different with our relationship. Over the summer, I felt
the call to maintain my relationship with Faith UCC begin to deteriorate, and so I began to explore options for ministry elsewhere. I
have not yet been led to the place which God is showing me, but in
giving this journey to God, I trust I will be led to God’s providence.
Much happened in my life since I came on staff in January of 2018. I
thank God and you for your support, love, and prayers through all of
it. It is not just the support, love, and prayers, but the way I felt
these things from faith through my father’s illness and passing that
was so powerful. I know I have made mistakes in my time at
Faith. For these mistakes, I ask for your forgiveness where it is
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needed as I offer forgiveness to you wherever it is needed. Above all
things, know that I love you all very much, and I will never forget the
blessings I received from you. Rest assured, among those blessings is
the ability to expect better.
After much prayer, discernment and discussion with Pastor Bruce, we
have decided October 27th will be my last Sunday at Faith UCC. I will
miss you all. Please continue to keep me in your prayers as I will ask
God to hold you in the grips of grace as well.
Blessings Always,

Sunday
November 17, 2019
Join us for our
Congregational Meeting to
• Pass a budget for 2020
• Elect a Treasurer for a 3-year
term
• Elect 2 members to our
Memorial and Enduring Gifts
Committee for a 3-year term
• Approve new Welcoming Statement
Please come with your questions, comments and suggestions.
We need a quorum of 10% of the members in order to hold a
vote, so please mark your calendar now to attend.
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Faith UCC Ministry of Music will host a community outreach
event featuring the internationally acclaimed

VISION STRING QUARTET
presented by the Chamber Music Society of Bethlehem
Friday, November 15 at 7:30 pm
in the sanctuary.
This Berlin-based ensemble was founded in 2012. Reviewers
describe their playing style as hot-blooded, completely
fearless, and, vivid and electrifying. Their program includes
music of Haydn, Bacewicz and Schumann. A limited number
of tickets are available in advance until November 10 to
congregation members for $20 each. Contact Dennis
Duda to purchase yours. Tickets purchased
at door on day of concert are $27.
Students through high school age
can obtain a single, sponsored
complimentary ticket at the
door before the program.
Dennis Duda, Director/Organist
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The Worship Committee is taking orders for
POINSETTIAS to decorate our sanctuary for
Christmas through Sunday, December 1st.
Fill out the order form below and return it, with
payment, to a member of the committee who will
be in the memorial room following worship.
Number of Plants
______________

Cost Per Plant
$10.00

Total
$

Bulletin Listing
In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Your name:
*Note from the Worship Committee:
Thank you for helping to beautify our sanctuary for the Christmas
season. Please return the order form and payment by
December 1st. You can drop your order form and payment in the
offering plates, at the church office Monday through Thursday from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. or mail to: Faith Church, 5992 Route 378, Center
Valley, PA 18034.
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Thank you very much for the package!
I've used all of the stuff in it and me
and my roommates have eaten a lot of
the snacks, haha! I hope everything has
been good this season.
God bless,
Autumn Kandt
Dear Members of Faith UCC,
Thank you for your many kind expressions of sympathy after our son & brother died. Your friendships are
greatly appreciated.
Most Sincerely,
Anna Breisch & Donna Schoenberger
Congratulations to
Alex & William Kane
for earning their Eagle
Scout Awards! A Court of
Honor was held here at Faith
Church on Sunday, October 20th
to celebrate their achievements.
Your Faith family is so proud of
you both!!
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Bring
your
Friends!!!!
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THOSE WHO WILL SERVE IN
November 3

November 10

Head Usher: Jane Van Horn
Becky Hite
Greeter Barb
Scattergood

NOVEMBER

November 17

November 24

Financial Secretary: Scott Christman
Tracy Adams
Carol Beck

Ushers

John & Donna
Barone
Steve & Sandy
Sosnowsky

Joe & Deb
Orach
Scott & Louise
Christman

Tom & Brenda
Hovis
Donna
Schoenberger
Sue Roberts

Tony & Sandi
DiSanto
Chuck &
Karen Talboo

Lay
Reader

John Barone

Darin Jellison

Brenda Hovis

Chuck
Talboo

Acolytes Karlee &
Damyn Allison
Nursery
Flowers Choir

Weiland Hite
Catherine Stevenson
Roberts

Berghold

Beck

Don’t forget to set your clocks
back an hour before going to bed
on Saturday, November 2nd!

Puzzle Answers: Philippians 1-3, Paul; Luke 1:46-47, Mary;
Exodus 15:2, Moses; 1 Samuel 2:1, Hannah; Psalm 69:30, David
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FROM THE TREASURER—
SEPTEMBER FINANCIALS
SEPTEMBER
YTD
$25,438.61 $181,530.15
$18,643.10 $192,313.71
$6,793.51 ($10,783.56)

Receipts
Disbursements

9/1
9/8
9/15
9/22
9/29
Tithe.ly
Total

Weekly
Attendance
81
110
86
104
57
438

Special Offerings
OCWM—$105

Weekly over/under
Offering $3500 goal
$
2,573
($927)
$
3,575
$75
$
3,222
($278)
$
3,605
$105
$
3,037
($463)
$
785
$
16,012
($1,488)

Extra Income
Yard Sale—$2,637

2020 Proposed Budget information
will be sent out the week of October 28th.
Please take time to review the information and plan
to attend the annual Congregational Meeting
on Sunday, November 17th, with any questions
or concerns you may have.
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From the Secretary:

The deadline for December Newsletter articles and
information is November 10th. Please email to
faitchurchcv@gmail.com or place them in the Secretary’s mailbox in the conference room or on her desk.
2020 ALTAR FLOWER SCHEDULE will be posted in the
Narthex in mid-November. The cost ($35) will remain the
same in the new year!

Many thanks for your support of Betty Lou’s Pantry! For the
last three Sundays of September and the first two Sundays of
October, our regular donations included 245 items and $78.

MOST CURRENTLY NEEDED ITEMS:

MEAT HELPERS ●

CANNED RAVIOLI ●

BOXED POTATOES

Items stocked at the Pantry include:
Pork & Beans
Chili
Canned Pasta
Peanut Butter
Canned Tomatoes
Canned Sauce
Kidney & Black Beans
Chunky Soups
Canned fruit
Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Vegetables
Canned Chicken & Salmon
Beef Stew
Dry Pasta & Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce

Monetary Donations are a particularly effective way to help the Pantry. A
donation of $10 will buy over 60 lbs of food through Second Harvest. If you
are in need or know of someone in the area who is, please call 610-2822838 and leave a message, or email bettylouspantry18036@gmail.com
—Mike Ford
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No one should ever go hungry
Mark Your Calendars for
December 14 and 21.
These are the next dates for Faith Church to assist
the families at the Pantry.
BOY SCOUT FOOD DRIVE
Please check your front steps on Saturday, November 2
for a shopping bag that can be used to make your food
donations to BLP. The flyer attached to the bag will include donation suggestions. Then set your filled grocery
bag on your front steps by 8 am Saturday, November 9.
BLP appreciates your donations as this is one of 2 major food drives
throughout the year.

HOLIDAY HOPE CHESTS
Wrapped shoeboxes are still available in the
Narthex. Please be sure to have them back to
church by December 1st.

If you would like to purchase gifts for
children served by Betty Lou’s Pantry
this Christmas, please contact Cindy
Talaber at (610) 282-4627 or email at
evansnana@ptd.net. Gifts need to be
wrapped and returned to church by December 15.
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NOVEMBER BIBLE READINGS
November 1
Isa. 26:1–21
Rev. 21:9–11, 22–27
Matt. 5:1–12
November 2
Neh. 4:1–23
Rev. 7:4-17
Matt. 13:31–35
November 3
Neh. 5:1–9
Acts 20:7–12
Luke 12:22–31
November 4
Neh. 6:1–19
Rev. 10:1–11
Matt. 13:36–43
November 5
Neh. 12:27–31a, 42b–
47
Rev. 11:1–19
Matt. 13:44–52
November 6
Neh. 13:4–22
Rev. 12:1–12
Matt. 13:53–58

November 7
Ezra 7:1–10
Rev. 14:1–13
Matt. 14:1–12

November 14
Neh. 6:1–19
Rev. 19:1–10
Matt. 16:1–12

November 8
Ezra 7:27–28; 8:21–36
Rev. 15:1–8
Matt. 14:13–21

November 15
Neh. 12:27–31a, 42-47
Rev. 19:11–16
Matt. 16:13–20

November 9
Ezra 9:1–15
Rev. 17:1–14
Matt. 14:22–36

November 16
Neh. 13:4–22
Rev. 20:1–6
Matt. 16:21–28

November 10
Ezra 10:1–17 Acts
24:10–21
Luke 14:12–24

November 17
Ezra 7:11–26
Acts 28:14b–23
Luke 16:1–13

November 11
Neh. 9:1–25
Rev. 18:1–8
Matt. 15:1–20

November 18
Ezra 7:27–28; 8:21–36
Rev. 20:7–15
Matt. 17:1–13

November 12
Neh. 9:26–38
Rev. 18:9–20
Matt. 15:21–28

November 19
Ezra 9:1–15
Rev. 21:1–8
Matt. 17:14–21

November 13
Neh. 7:73b–8:3, 5–18
Rev. 18:21–24
Matt. 15:29–39

November 20
Ezra 10:1–17
Rev. 21:9–21
Matt. 17:22–27
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November 21
Neh. 9:1–15 (16–25)
Rev. 21:22–22:5
Matt. 18:1–9

November 28
Zeph. 3:1–13
1 Peter 2:11–25
Matt. 20:1–16

November 22
Neh. 9:26–38
Rev. 22:6–13
Matt. 18:10–20

November 29
Isa. 24:14–23
1 Peter 3:13–4:6
Matt. 20:17–28

November 23
Neh. 7:73b–8:3, 5–18
Rev. 22:14–21
Matt. 18:21–35

November 30
Micah 7:11–20
1 Peter 4:7–19
Matt. 20:29–34

November 24
Isa. 19:19–25
Rom. 15:5–13
Luke 19:11–27
November 25
Joel 3:1–2, 9–17
1 Peter 1:1–12
Matt. 19:1–12
November 26
Nahum 1:1–13
1 Peter 1:13–25
Matt. 19:13–22
November 27
Obad. 15–21
1 Peter 2:1–10
Matt. 19:23–30
30

01 Zackery Campbell
02 Russ Shelly
03 Jessica Schaffer
04 Catherine Stevenson
05 Glenn Gunkle
05 Emma Hardy
06 Joseph Orach
08 Bruce Keeler
11 Tootie Koch
11 Steve Sosnowsky
13 Joel Thompson
14 Jonah Ritter
15 Kevin Long
16 Zachary Long
18 Nicole Gasda
19 Marvin Neely
19 Meryl Bixel

22 Nolan Ryan
23 Jeremy Haas
25 Rebecca Hite
26 Eric Koch
26 Noah Ritter
27 Ryenn Amato

Please call the church office with any omissions or corrections.
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