
SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  

DECEMBER 27, 2020 
 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 PRELUDE  

A PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

 We have come to praise you, O God. Your presence among us is a long-

awaited gift – for us and all creation.  May the reality of this gift be greater than 

our human expectations as we receive this gift anew today. Amen.  
 

  WORDS OF WELCOME 

 SENTENCES OF ADORATION 

 OPENING HYMN: IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR  
 

 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

 from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; 

 “Peace on the earth, good will to all, great news of joy we bring.” 

 The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

 For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold, 

 when with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold; 

 When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

 and all the world send back the song which now the angels sing. 
  

  CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 Leader:  Praise God, angels in heaven; praise God, you creatures of earth!  

 Unison:  Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!  

 All sing:  “Celebrate Emmanuel.”  

 Leader:  Praise God, rushing waters; praise God, you fish in the sea!  

 Unison:  Praise God, fire and hail; praise God, you snow and frost!  

 All sing:  “Celebrate Emmanuel.” 

 Leader:  Praise God, animals and cattle; praise God, you creeping things and 

flying birds!  

 Unison:  Praise God, young men and women; praise God, old and young 

together!  

 All sing:  “Celebrate Emmanuel.”  
  

REJOICING IN GOD’S GRACE 
 

 CALL TO AND CONFESSION OF SIN: 

Savior of all, your gift of salvation is made known in the presence of your 

people. We confess that this gift is often dampened by our lack of attention 

and neglect. Fill us with your Spirit, we pray so we will recognize the spark of 

holiness in one another and the world around us. Divine Giver of Light, 

your presence burns brightly for us and all of creation. Yet we are quick to 



shield this light and keep it to ourselves. Open our hearts and give us the 

means to shine beyond this community into the world. Mysterious One, you 

reveal the inner thoughts of all who draw near to you. We confess it is easier 

to keep you at arm’s length than to allow you to transform our hearts. Draw 

us near to your truth and comfort us with your eternal love as we learn to live 

as children of the light. 

 ASSURANCE 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON: 

  Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3 

  New Testament: Luke 2:22 – 40  
  

 SERMON: Singing Our Faith: A Carol Sing 
 

The First Noel 
 

The first Nowell, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields 

as they lay; In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter‘s 

night that was so deep.  Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born in a manger, is 

Emanuel 
 

And by the light of that same star three sages came from country far; To 

seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.  

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born in a manger, is Emanuel 
 

This star shone bright in the north-west, o’er Bethlehem it seemed to rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay.  

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born in a manger, is Emanuel 
 

Away in a Manger 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his 

sweet head.  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord 

Jesus, asleep in the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the poor baby wakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying 

he makes.  I love you, Lord Jesus; protect me, I pray, and stay by my side 

until night turns to day. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I 

pray.  Bless all the dear children in your tender care, and fit us for heaven 

to live with you there. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie!  Above your deep and 

dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; Yet in your dark streets shines forth 

the ever lasting light, The hopes and fears of all the years are met in you 

tonight. 



 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; Cast out our sin and 

enter in; be born in us today.  We hear the Christmas angels the great glad 

tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

Joy to the World! 
 

Joy to the world! The lord is come: let earth its praises bring; Let every 

heart prepare Christ room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and 

nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ; While fields 

and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the 

sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

Christ rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 

The glories of God’s righteousness and wonders of God’s love, and wonders 

of God’s and wonders, wonders of God’s love. 
 

DEDICATING OURSELVES TO GOD’S WILL AND WORK 
 

 AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FOR CHRISTMAS: 

 Adapted from the poem First Coming by Madeleine L’Engle. 
  

 Leader: Christians, what do you believe? 

 Unison: God did not wait till the world was ready, 

till nations were at peace. 

God came when the Heavens were unsteady 

and prisoners cried out for release. 
 

God did not wait for the perfect time. 

God came when the need was deep and great. 

God dined with sinners in all their grime, 

turned water into wine. 
 

God did not wait till hearts were pure. 

In joy God came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 

To a world like ours, of anguished shame, 

God came and God’s Light would not go out. 
 

God came to a world which did not mesh; 

to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 

In the mystery of the Word made Flesh, 

the Maker of the stars was born. 
 

We cannot wait till the world is sane 

to raise our songs with joyful voice, 

For to share our grief, to touch our pain, 

God came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Leader:  God of light and darkness, our world needs your presence. We, your 

people, long to experience you in all our being, with all our senses. 

Shine your light in us, O God,  

 Unison:  that we might shine for others.  

 Leader:   Help us not to stay focused on the infant Jesus in the manger or the 

temple. Help us instead to hear the message of the living Christ, who 

calls us to discipleship. Shine your light in us, O God,  

 Unison:  that we might shine for others. 

 Leader:  By your Spirit, guide us to take the message of unconditional love and  

 to share it with all the world, especially those who are in need, hurting 

and disillusioned, who have given up. Shine your light in us, O God,  

 Unison:  that we might shine for others.  

Pause for private intercessions  
 

 Leader:  Gracious God, as you have promised, may it come to pass.  

   We pray in Christ’s name and offer the prayer He offered; 

 Unison:  Our Father, who art in heaven.  Hallowed be thy name. Thy 

   kingdom come.  Thy will be done.  On earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

   us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 

    our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

    evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

    Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

 THE FELLOWSHIP OF SHARING 

 OFFERTORY 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 Unison:   Generous Creator, giver of every good gift: May our offerings 

keep the life of those gifts circulating. Accept, we pray, these 

tokens of our gratitude for all we have received. May they be of 

use in extending the work of our community to the world beyond 

our walls. Amen.  
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 

 CLOSING HYMN: GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN     
  

 Refrain: 

 Go tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere. 

 Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 

 Behold through-out the heavens there shone a holy light. 

 Refrain 



 

 The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 

 Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s  birth. 

 Refrain 
 

 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 

 And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

 Refrain 
 

 BENEDICTION 

Leader:  The world awaits the gift of love. 

Unison:  We will go forth with the love of God. 

Leader:  The world awaits the gift of grace and forgiveness.  

Unison:  We will go forth with the grace of Christ. 

Leader:  The world awaits the gift of friendship and peace.  

Unison:  We will go forth together in the Spirit. 

Leader:  Go, and know that God’s Spirit has gone before you gifting the people  

 of earth with love, and grace, and peace.  

Unison:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 POSTLUDE  

 

 

Special thanks to Joan Hassler for leading us in worship this morning and  

to Wes and Avery Koser for filming the service for all to see. 

Wishing you all a Happy New Year! 
 

 


