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ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 PRELUDE 
 

A PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

  Jesus, please, please help our slow and dull hearts to come more fully alive 

to how you loved us by your death and how you love us now in your resurrection 

glory. By faith and grace, we will seek to make fewer excuses for loving poorly and 

offer quicker repentances when we do so. Continue to show us the full extent of 

your love for us in the gospel, that we might love more fully to your glory. So very 

Amen we pray, in the kindness and wonder of your beautiful name. 
 

GREETING 

 CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 Pastor: The Israelites cried out to God in their oppression.  

 People: Their voices still echo around the globe: in India, Sudan, Mexico,  

  and in American cities. 

 Pastor: God hears the cries of the suffering, and delivers those who wait on  

  God. 

 People: All who suffer, who die, who are alienated are precious to God; Let 

  us love the Lord who restores liberty, and gives us hope for peace. 

 Pastor: Today we remember the One who gave himself for us, Jesus the Christ. 

 People: Let us worship God! 
 

INVOCATION 

OPENING HYMN: GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY  

1 God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power. 

Crown your ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

2 From the evils that surround us and assail the Savior’s ways,                           

from the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts for faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

3 Cure your children’s warring madness; bend our pride to your control; 

shame our reckless, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, make our broken spirits whole,                   

make our broken spirits whole. 
  

REJOICING IN GOD’S GRACE 
 



LITANY OF CONFESSION 

 Pastor:  We come this night to begin our last steps to the cross.  We have 

 walked, often sightless, on the rocky road with Jesus.  During this 

 journey we have slipped and fallen.  We have wanted to give up.  Our 

 feet are sore.  We are tired.  We ask God to help us on this last mile not 

 to falter. 

(silent reflection) 

    Holy God, your love for us overflows, but we have not loved you with 

 all our heart and with all our soul and with all our strength.  We beseech 

 you, O Holy God, 

 Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

 Pastor:  Holy One, we fail to remember that we are inextricably bound one with 

 each other. 

 Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

 Pastor:  Holy One, we are stubborn and cling to our old ways.  We beseech you, 

 O Holy One, 

 Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

 Pastor:  Holy One, remind us that we live for you and not for ourselves or by 

 ourselves.  We beseech you, O Holy One, 

 Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

 Pastor:  Holy One, we have lost sight of our collective power we hold when we 

 strive to work together towards a common purpose.  We beseech you, O 

 Holy One, 

 Unison:  Have mercy on us. 

(silence) 

 Pastor:  May the Holy One, our God, have mercy upon us and forgive us of our 

 sins through the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ Jesus.  Amen 
 

ASSURANCE 
 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S VOICE IN THE STORIES OF OUR FAITH 
 

RECALLING THE PASSOVER – EXODUS 12:1 – 14  
 

 HYMN: O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST             

1 O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  

our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home; 

2 Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure.  

Sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 

3 Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 
 

A NEW COMMANDMENT FROM JESUS: SERVANT LEADERSHIP  

 JOHN 13:1 – 17, 31B – 35 
 



HYMN: JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR LOVE         

Refrain: 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

1 Knelt at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 

Jesu, you acted as servant to them. [Refrain] 
 

2 Neighbors are rich and poor, varied in color and race, 

neighbors are near us and far away. [Refrain] 
 

3 These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love, 

all these are neighbors to us and you. [Refrain] 
 

 

COMMUNITY AND COMMUNION: GOD IN OUR MIDST  

 I CORINTHIANS 11:23 – 26 
 

HYMN: O BREAD OF LIFE              

1 O Bread of life, for all things breaking, the bitter cup on Calvary draining; 

Redeemed by grace, we join in feasting, at your command the pas remembering. 
 

2 We come this day in humble worshiping; our land is scarred, earth’s people 

suffering; O sacred face, blood and tears mingling, all human pain you are still 

bearing. 
 

3 Stand in our midst, eyes and hearts opening; your mystic self to us revealing; 

Unite us in life everlasting, Immanuel, blessing unending. 
 

 

SHARING THE FEAST 
 

PREPARATION 

PSALTER READING: Palm 96 

COMMUNION AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

  Unison: Loving God, even now we do not know how far we have turned  

   away from you. Bring us back. Send your Spirit like a strong wind  

   into our lives; disturb our complacency, expose our faults, drive out 

   our pride and selfishness. Help us put right the things we have done 

   wrong. Make us willing to forgive those who have wronged or hurt  

   us. Clear away our grudges and bitterness. Demolish the walls we  

   have built between us. Freshen our lives with your presence. Help  

   us to live in love and peace with all people. 
 

  Eternal Spirit, 

  Earth – maker, Pain – bearer, Life – giver, 

  Source of all that is and that shall be, 

  Father and Mother of us all, 



  Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 

  The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

  The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the 

  World! 
 

  Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

  Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

  Sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 

  With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

  In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

  In times of temptations and testing, strengthen us. 

  From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

  From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 

  For your reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

  now and forever.  Amen 
 

 

 THE SACRAMENT 
 

 Pastor: When Jesus took bread and wine, he gave new meaning to   

  commonplace things. In the same way God can use and transform  

  the everyday lives of ordinary people. Let us offer ourselves and  

  our gifts to be part of God’s purposes for the world. 

 Unison: Lord, receive these gifts, harvest of the earth and product of  

  human hands. We humbly ask you to accept us with both our  

  strengths and our weaknesses. May all be used to serve and  

  honor you. 

 Pastor: Almighty God, your love is greater than we can imagine or deserve. 

  You loved us long before we knew or loved you. In the life, death  

  and resurrection of Jesus Christ you showed that nothing can   

  destroy your love or separate us from it. You welcome us as Jesus  

  welcomed all who came to him: children and old people, the lowly  

  and the powerful, saints and sinners, strangers and outcasts, the sick 

  and the healthy, those who search for truth. 

 Unison: With all our hearts we thank you, Lord. Help us to recognize  

  your presence and grow in your love. By your Spirit, may this  

  bread and wine unite us with Christ and give us life and   

  wholeness. 

 Pastor: Let us now take our bread, break it and remember the broken body  

  of our Lord. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of  

  Christ. 
 



 Pastor: Let us take the cup and remember that the blood of Jesus Christ was 

   shed because he loved us so much. The cup which we drink is a  

   sharing in the blood of Christ. 
 

 INTERCESSION 

 BENEDICTION 
 

THE OFFICE OF TENEBRAE 

 
 

HYMN: JOURNEY TO GETHSEMANE 

1 Journey to Gethsemane, go and feel the tempter's pow'r; Your Redeemer's 

conflict see; Watch the anguish of this hour; Do not hide or turn away; 

Learn from Jesus how to pray. 

2 Follow then to Pilate’s hall; view the Lord of life arraigned; Crowned with 

thorns and mocked by all, faithfully this pain sustained; Greater still than shame, 

or loss; 

Jesus now must face the cross. the cross. 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb, see the Savior lifted high,  Mark the miracle 

of time, God's own child is sacrificed; "It is finished!" Jesus cries; 

Learn from Jesus how to die. 

4 Early hasten to the tomb, hear the cry of great surprise; Then the silence in the 

room, Jesus there no longer lies; Christ is risen!                                                

Realize that with Christ we, too, may rise. 

 

 
 

The First Reading – The Shadow of Betrayal 

Matthew 26:20 – 25 
 

The Second Reading – The Shadow of Desertion 

Matthew 26:31 – 35 
       

The Third Reading – Agony of the Soul 

Luke 22:39 – 44 
 

The Fourth Reading – Unshared Vigil 

Mark 14:32 – 41 
       

The Fifth Reading – “Father, the hour is come” 

John 17:1 – 6 
 

The Sixth Reading – “That they may all be one” 

John 17:15 – 22 
 

The Seventh Reading – Arrest in the Garden 

John 18:1 – 5 
 



The Eighth Reading – Shadow of the Cross 

Mark 15:16 – 20 
 

The Final Reading – The Word Was God 

John 1:1 – 4, 14, 10, 12; 3:19 
 

 MEDITATION: RICECARE – Kuhlau 

 

 

Special thanks to our lay readers – 

Kevin Long 

Karen Long 

Cindy Talabar 

Darin Jellison 

Brenda Hovis 

Joan Hassler 
 

and to our Stream Team for filming tonight’s service. 

 

Join us Easter Sunday morning at 

9 am for a 30 minute vesper service outside  

(weather permitting – if needed, a cancellation call will go out before 8:30 am) 

Music by Darin Jellison & John Barone 
 

or at 
 

10:30 am for our Traditional Easter Sunday Live Stream Service 

which will include Communion 

 


