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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

HARVEST HOME SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 f 
 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

  

 PRELUDE 
 

A PRAYER UPON ENTERING GOD’S HOUSE 

  God of light and God of night, Creator of seed and 

mountain, raindrop and fountain – We bring our offering of 

praise.  God of right and God of might, Love of child and 

childless, rich and homeless – We bring our offering of praise. 

   

  WORDS OF WELCOME 

 CENTERING OUR MINDS FOR WORSHIP 

* OPENING HYMN: COME, O THANKFUL PEOPLE COME 422 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 Pastor:  By faith I gaze up to the heavens and know within its  

  vastness that this is your creation planned and effected  

  within eternity. 

 People: By faith we pluck an ear of corn and know within its  

  symmetry lies the chemistry of life the potential of  

  creation within my hand. 

 Pastor:  By faith I listen for your voice and know the whisper that 

I hear breathed a world into existence yet listens to the 

prayer within my soul. 

 People:  By faith we strive to do your will and know the door 

that I approach may lead me to shadows where my 

role is to become your light. 

 Pastor: By faith I cling to your word and know the strength that I 

receive has its source within the love that is at the center 

of all things. 
  



 

REJOICING IN GOD’S GRACE 

 

* CALL TO AND CONFESSION OF SIN: 

 Creator God, for daily bread and all who work to bring your 

 harvest home we bring our thanks today. Forgive our 

 ingratitude we who have so much yet waste what you have 

 given. For those whose harvest is poor, whose crops have 

 withered, water tainted, children starve, help those who bring 

 relief and bestow on us an unaccustomed generosity, that all 

 might share from your garden and all might sing your praise. 

 Creator God, provider of all we bring our thanks today. And 

 we bless each other that the beauty of this world and the love 

 that created it might be expressed though our lives and be a 

 blessing to others now and always. Amen 

 

* THE KYRIE   750 

  Leader:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Congregation: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Leader:  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

  Congregation: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

  Leader:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Congregation: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

  Pastor: O Lord, open our lips.  

 People: And our mouths shall show forth your praise.  

* THE GLORIA PATRI  759 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three-in-One; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. Amen.      

* THE PASSING OF THE PEACE - Based on St. Patrick, facing 

 each other: 

 



   Unison: Christ’s peace be with you, 

   Christ’s peace within you, 

   Christ’s peace behind you, 

   Christ’s peace before you, 

   Christ’s peace beside you, 

   Christ’s peace to win you, 

   Christ’s peace to comfort you and restore you.  

    Christ’s peace be with you. 

 

LEARNING ABOUT GOD 

 

 MISSION MOMENT: NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Barbara Maursky 

  Old Testament: Deuteronomy 8:7 – 18  

  Epistle: Philippians 4:4 – 9  

       Matthew 9:36 – 38   

  THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 HYMN: WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD 420 

  SERMON: Field Work 

 

DEDICATING OURSELVES TO GOD’S WILL 

 

* SMALL BEGINNING – A LITURGY FOR HARVEST HOME: 

 Pastor: In the beginning there was nothing, and out of nothing  

  you fashioned a universe so vast, so unimaginable that  

  we can only sigh with amazement when we stare   

  upwards on a star-lit night. And within this universe you  

  positioned the earth and populated it, provided for it and  

  designed for it to be a place of beauty. 

 People: Creator God: Thank you 

 Pastor: In the beginning there was just potential; the seed within  

  the packet, soil’s nutrients, sunshine’s warmth, rain   



  clouds gathering. And within the tiny seed all that is our  

  daily bread encoded, primed and ready should it be   

  planted and allowed to grow. 

 People: Creator God: Thank you 

 Pastor: In the beginning there was humankind, placed within  

  your garden, made steward, gardener and caretaker of  

  this place of beauty, given responsibilities and the   

  capacity to enjoy. And yet among the seeds we have  

  sown have been weeds and crops of our own choosing,  

  which have not shown fruit or have spread and choked  

  the earth. 

 People: Creator God: Forgive us 

 Pastor: A moment of quiet, time to listen, time to be still with  

  God – what does he say to you this harvest time? 

 

(silence) 

 

 Pastor: God of harvest,  

  gardener supreme 

  you place us at the center  

  feed us, equip us and  

  having provided for us 

  look to a different harvest 

  a fruitfulness of lives 

  in service to you  

  and others. 

  God of harvest, 

  feed us 

  prune us 

  harvest us 

  that our lives  

  might bring glory to you. 

 



 THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Pastor:  We bless you; God of Seed and Harvest and we bless  

  each other that the beauty of this world and the love that  

  created it might be expressed though our lives and be a  

  blessing to others now and always. 

 People:  We see the creator’s hand. 

 Pastor:  In the fading of the summer sun, the shortening of days,  

  cooling breeze, swallows' flight, and moonlight rays.  

 People:  We see the creator’s hand. 

 Pastor:  In the browning of leaves once green, morning mists, 

autumn chill, fruit that falls, frost's first kiss. 

 People:  We see the creator’s hand.  

 

 (The names of specific people, places, and circumstances 

may be lifted up at this time) 

 

 Pastor:  Gracious God, as you have promised, may it come to  

  pass. We pray in Christ’s name and offer the prayer He  

  offered; 

 Unison: Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy   

  name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.  On   

  earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily  

  bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our   

  debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver  

  us from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

  and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

 

  THE FELLOWSHIP OF SHARING 

  SPECIAL MUSIC: NO LONGER SLAVES – Bethel Music 

       Darin Jellison 

 



*  OFFERTORY RESPONSE – THE DOXOLOGY 780 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all 

creatures here below; Praise God above, you heavenly host; Praise 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 

Lord, make holy the gifts we offer with gratitude from the 

produce of the earth.  As you have made our land bear a rich 

harvest, make our hearts fruitful with your life and love.  Grant 

this through Christ our Lord 

 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

 

*  CLOSING HYMN: NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD 419 

*  BENEDICTION AND THREEFOLD AMEN 

*  MEDITATION 

 

   Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day 

with our ears may be grafted into our hearts through your grace, 

that they may produce in us the fruits of a good life, to the praise 

and honor of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

* POSTLUDE 

*Would those who are able please stand. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to Faith Church this Eighteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost. We are glad to have you worshiping with us. May our 

time together serve as an inspiration for the days and weeks ahead.  

 

Special thanks to Darin Jellison for sharing his musical talent 

with us this morning. 
 

Remember that delicious butternut squash soup that Pastor 

Bruce made last year for Harvest Home that we enjoyed in the 

parking lot?  Well, he’s making it again!  Head out to the parking 

lot following worship and he’ll serve the soup there.  If you helped 

out at the Yard Sale yesterday, you get to be at the front of the 

soup line!! 
 

Calling All Confirmands! 

To those who began the Confirmation Program prior to the 

COVID-19 pandemic but were not able to complete it, this 

information is for you and your parents.   
 

If you are thinking that it was time to start Confirmation by now 

but weren’t able to do so due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this 

information is for you and your parents.   
 

If you think you might be of Confirmation age and wondering if 

there will be a program this year, this information is for you and 

your parents.  
 

Simply put, my goals are to: 
 

1. Finish the Confirmation education for those who started the 

program but are at different stages due to the interruption of 

COVID so that they may complete their studies and be 

Confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 2022. 
 



2. Secondly, it is also my goal to start Confirmation education for 

those who have yet to start their program so they can be 

Confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023. 
 

Due to the interruption of COVID-19 pandemic the program will 

look different for everyone depending on where they were before 

everything shut down but I see no reason why this can’t be a rich, 

rewarding, and meaning experience for everyone.  Please join me 

in the Fellowship Hall this Sunday evening at 7:00 PM so that I 

can explain the program.  Youth in grades seven and above are 

invited, welcomed, and encouraged to participate.  If a previous 

commitment prevents you from participating and you are 

interested, please notify me.  For the sake of everyone’s health and 

safety I request that all in attendance wear face masks. 

~Pastor Bruce 

 

Keep those plastic bags coming! Please take time to look at the 

lists of what we can accept and what we can NOT accept. Thanks 

for your attention to this. Questions?? See Jerry Trexler. 
 

 

CALENDAR 

 

TODAY -Harvest Home Sunday 

 -9:00 Sunday School  

 -10:15 Worship 

 -12-4 Sharrer Hall Rental  

MONDAY -Sandy works from home 

TUESDAY -6:30 – 8 Faith in Stitches 

THURSDAY  

FRIDAY  -Office Closed 

SATURDAY   

SUNDAY   -9:00 Sunday School  

 -10:15 Worship/World Communion 



 



 

Those Who Will Serve: 

 September 26 October 3 

Head Usher:  Caroline Frantz  TBD 

Ushers:  Joan Hassler 

Jane Van Horn 

Chuck & Karen  

Talboo 

Lay Reader:  Barb Maursky Brenda Hovis 

Fin. Sec.  Bruce Torrence Bob Shelly 

Lawn  Brian Bross Tim Hovis 
 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information: 

Office:  610-282-3939; faithchurchcv@gmail.com 

Sandy on Mondays: 610-967-6232; faithchurchcv@gmail.com 

Lead Pastor: 610-866-7425; pastorbruce@faithchurchucc.org 

Director of Music: 215-361-8641; ddduda@verizon.net 
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