
SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 12, 2021 
 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
  

 PRELUDE:  PSALLITE – Michael Praetorius 

 BOGORODITSE DEVO – Arvo Part 

 COLD DECEMBER FLIES AWAY 

- arr. Daniel Schreiner 
  
 

A PRAYER UPON ENTERING GOD’S HOUSE 

 Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to the 

birthday of Christ experience the joy of salvation and celebrate 

that feast with love and thanksgiving. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. 
 

  WORDS OF WELCOME 

 SENTENCES OF ADORATION 

* OPENING HYMN: WE HAIL YOU GOD’S ANOINTED 104 
 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 

THE LOVE CANDLE 
 

  Scripture:  I John 4:9 – 11  

  Prayer: O God, we thank you that Jesus showed your love 

for every person – babies and children, old people 

and young, sick people and those who were poor.  

Come to us in this Advent season, and give us love in 

our hearts for all people.  Amen. 
 

REJOICING IN GOD’S GRACE 
 
 

* CALL TO AND CONFESSION OF SIN: 

 Pastor:  When we venture away from you, O God, your prophets  

  call us to turn around and change direction. Yet    

  sometimes we resist change. At those times, forgive us,  



 People:  and let us start again. 

 Pastor:  When we are reluctant to share, forgive us,  

 People:  and let us start again.  

 Pastor:  When we would rather receive than give, forgive us,  

 People:  and let us start again. 

 Pastor:  When we prefer our way to your way, forgive us,  

 People:  and let us start again.  
 

(Silent reflection) 
 

* THE KYRIE     750 

  Leader:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Congregation: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Leader:  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

  Congregation: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

  Leader:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Congregation: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 Pastor:  Be glad and rejoice with all your heart! God proclaims  

  you are without sin.  

 People:  Thanks be to God!  

 Pastor:  O Lord, open our lips.  

 People:  And our mouths shall show forth your praise.  

* THE GLORIA PATRI     759 
   

 Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, 

  Three-in-One; as it was in the beginning, is 

  now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

* RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE 

 THE SIGN OF PEACE 

LEARNING ABOUT GOD 
 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS:  Michele Keeler 



  Old Testament:   Zephaniah 3:14 – 20  

  New Testament: Luke 3:7 – 18  

 THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 HYMN: GENTLE JOSEPH, JOSEPH DEAR 105 

 SERMON: The Root of Transformation    
 

DEDICATING OURSELVES TO GOD’S WILL 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

We are an Advent people, 

a people of love. 
 

For us, Advent is a time of waiting, 

and so we wait. 

We wait for the coming of the One 

who is the fulfillment of God’s promise, 

the fulfillment of love, 

the declaration that we have been redeemed. 
 

Even so, we are not a naïve people. 

We know that the world in which we live 

will continue to be filled with pain and sorrow. 

We know that hatred and violence will continue to exist. 

We know that death and separation will continue to be a part 

of our lives. 
 

But because we are an Advent people, 

we know that none of these things will win in the end. 
 

The Holy One is coming, 

to make holy once again 

all that was, is, and ever will be. 
 

And in our waiting and our hoping, 

we work and worship, 

pray and play, 

in all things hoping that peace, love and joy will reign 



in our lives and in our world, 

now and forever. 
 

  

THE CONGREGATION AT PRAYER 

 Pastor:  O God most high, and yet ever so near, as we continue  

  our waiting for the birth of Emmanuel, quiet our minds.  

 People:  If we are yet too busy, grant us a center of stillness  

  that busyness cannot disturb.  

 Pastor:  And grant the same growing stillness, so that the silence  

  of the chosen night may be filled with holiness when it  

  comes.  

 People:  To the perpetrators of violence, that the clash of their 

  weapons might be stilled.  

 Pastor:  To the young and restless, that they might set aside their  

  anxiousness and listen.  

 People:  To the retailers and the shopkeepers, that they might  

  set aside their commerce.  

 Pastor:  To the grieving and the hurting, that their wounds might  

  subside.  

 People:  That all hearts may join together in a holy peace on  

  that night and know, without doubt, that we are one.  

 Pastor:  We are one in the love of God, who loved the world  

  without limit, sending Jesus – God’s own child – to  

  live among us. 

 People:  Emmanuel: God is with us. Now and forever.  
 

(The names of specific people, places, and circumstances may be 

lifted up at this time) 
 

 Pastor:  Gracious God, as you have promised, may it come to  

  pass. We pray in Christ’s name and offer the prayer He  

  offered; 

 Unison: Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy   

  name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.  On   



  earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily  

  bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our   

  debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver  

  us from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

  and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
 

 THE FELLOWSHIP OF SHARING 

 SPECIAL MUSIC:  THE DREAM ISAIAH SAW – Glenn Rudolph 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE – THE DOXOLOGY    780 
  

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all 

creatures here below; Praise God above, you heavenly host; Praise 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 

With joy we gather water from the well of salvation, from the 

well which never runs dry. Grant that we too may be like wells 

that never run dry, pouring ourselves out for the sake of your 

world, trusting in your unending grace. Amen.  
  

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 

* CLOSING HYMN: O HOW SHALL I RECEIVE YOU 102 

* BENEDICTION AND THREEFOLD AMEN 

* MEDITATION 
 

  Almighty God, grant that the words we have heard this day with our ears may 

be grafted into our hearts through your grace, that they may produce in us the 

fruits of a good life, to the praise and honor of your name; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
 

* POSTLUDE:  NOEL – arr. Brad Holmes 
 

*Would those who are able please stand. 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to Faith Church this Third Sunday of Advent. We are 

glad to have you worshiping with us. May our time together serve 

as an inspiration for the days and weeks ahead.  

 

Special thanks to Matthew Wehr and the Southern Lehigh 

High School Meistersingers for sharing their musical gifts with 

us this morning. 

 

Join us next Sunday, December 19th at 10:15 am for our 

Christian Education Christmas Program. Plan to stay following 

worship for Cookies and Hot Chocolate. 

 

Our Special UCC Offering for December is The Christmas 

Fund. Special envelopes will be available in the Narthex next 

Sunday, December 19th, when Pastor Bruce will be sharing a 

mission moment about the fund. A designation for the Christmas 

Fund will also be available on Tithe.ly. 

 

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held December 

24th at 7 pm. The service will include Communion, Candles, 

Choirs, and Brass and will conclude with the traditional Candlelight 

Ceremony.  

 

The 2022 Altar Flower schedule is hanging to the right of the 

front doors in the Narthex. Please reserve your date(s) now. The 

cost remains the same at $35. Please hold off paying until January 

of 2022.  

 

Faith’s 2021 Closing Date will be January 9, 2022. Please plan 

your closing so that your final 2021 remittance will be received in 

the Church Office by that date. Receipts received after the 9th will 

be credited to 2022.  

 



2022 Offering Envelopes are available in the Narthex. If you 

would like envelopes and don’t see any with your name, please 

contact the church office on Monday. Envelopes are not necessary 

to get credit for your donations – as long as your name is included 

you will get the credit. 
 

CALENDAR 
Regular Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9 am – 4 pm 

Closed on Fridays 
 

TODAY -9:00 Sunday School  

 -10:15 Worship 

 -SLHS Meistersingers 

 -11:30 Faith Singers Rehearsal 

MONDAY -9 – 4 Sandy works from home* 

FRIDAY  -Office Closed/Pastor’s Day Off 

SATURDAY -4 – 8 Birthday Party/Hall Rental 

SUNDAY   -9:00 Sunday School  

 -10:15 Worship 

 -CE Christmas Program 

 -Cookies and Hot Chocolate 

 -11:30 Faith Singers Rehearsal 

  

Contact Information: 
 

Office:  610-282-3939; faithchurchcv@gmail.com 

*Sandy on Mondays: 610-967-6232; faithchurchcv@gmail.com 

*Lead Pastor: 484-893-0698; pastorbruce@faithchurchucc.org 

Director of Music: 215-361-8641; ddduda@verizon.net 
 

This Week’s Volunteers: 

Head Usher:  Ken Koehnlein Ken Koehnlein 

Ushers:  Michele & Bruce  

Keeler 

Donna Schoenberger 

Faye Tirpak 

Advent Wreath: Hite Family Confirmands 

Lay Reader:  Michele Keeler John Barone 

Fin. Secretary:  Tom Hovis Tom Hovis 


